
 
	

 
 

✿JCFN Japan Ministry Report✿ (Chihiro Okada, Japan Director) 
 

◎Annual Staff Meeting 
 

Every March, we have our annual joint staff meeting where 
both Japan and US side staffs get together and we held one in 
Tokyo from 3/14 to 16.  On the 14th, we invited Associate Staffs 
in Japan and all seven of them joined us to share and discuss 
about ministries with JCFN.  We also shared together how we 
can better serve each other to do follow up ministries in 
different regions.  It was a time for us to show our appreciations 
to all of our associate staffs who have their own full-time job 
or ministries and on top of that they are involved in JCFN 
ministries.  It was such a blessed and precious time for all of us 
who usually work in different locations, but to spend time 
together and enjoy our fellowship time.  It is our hope and prayers that we continue to add more people to join us in 
this ministry.  We actually talked about our dream to have a retreat with all staff and associate staff and their family 
members!		
		

We were able to have Shiori Furuya who is our newly appointed staff candidate to this Annual Staff Meeting for all 
three days.  She was baptized into the nitty-gritty of JCFN ministries!  It is exciting to have a new face among us. 
	

At the end of 2020, it marks the 30th of JCFN ministries.  We prayed together and discussed how we can celebrate 
this special occasion to give thanks to God and to look forward to the 31st years and beyond for JCFN ministries.  
Please pray that we will be able to prepare for this exciting event to remember, celebrate and to look forward. 
 
 
◎Small Group Host Meeting  ～How to do Inductive Bible Study～ 
 

     On March 23rd, Sat., we had our quarterly Small Group Host Meeting.  
Currently, in South part of Tokyo, we have small groups at Shinjuku, 
Shibuya, Kamata, Ochanomizu, Funabashi, Kichijoji, Yokohama, 
Higashi-fushimi, and Hibarigaoka.  Small group leaders (we call them 
hosts) shared praise reports and concerns as they lead their groups.  They 
serve as leaders while they have their own full-time work.  We showed 
our appreciation for their sacrificial ministries with delicious sweets! 
	

     Many of our small groups use “inductive Bible study” for scripture 
learning since Equipper Conference program includes its method.  This 
style does not have any teachers, but each member would observe the 
scripture, interpret it and apply it to your daily life.  On the day of the 
Host meeting, YWAM teaching team provided a seminar on inductive Bible study not only for the leaders but for 
those who were interested in it.  It was a blessed time together. 	  
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✿Please pray for JCFN Japan ✿ 
 

◎ We praise God for a blessed Annual Joint Staff meeting.  Please pray that all we have discussed, now we need to 
prayerfully plan it.  Pray for wisdom as we move forward.		
◎On Please pray for blessings on JCFN Small Group.  Pray that all the leaders would be encouraged and that the new 
groups would start in order to follow up returnees.		
 
 



	

Contacts:  Japanese Christian Fellowship Network  www.jcfn.org 
 North America Office: P.O. Box 17982, Irvine, CA 92623-7982  USA  ushq@jcfn.org  tel 949-424-7535 
 Japan Office: OCC Bldg, 2-1 Kanda Surugadai, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0062 nihon@jcfn.org     tel/fax:03-5217-2505 

 
Ways to GIVE: A.  Online credit card: https://www.jcfn.org/db/donation.php 
 B.  In USA:  By check:  Make it payable to JCFN and mail it to the address above, P.O. Box. 
 C. In Japan:  Postal Account: Account Name:  JCFN  Account No. 00100-8-565348 
   Bank Account: Mizuho Bank Kudanshita Branch  Store No. 352  Account No. 1161342 
    Account Name:  JCFN Daihyo Goto Maki 

✿JCFN North America Ministry Report✿（Setsu Shimizu, North America Director） 
 
◎ Reflections on Japan trip 
 

	 As it was shared in the Japan ministry report, the annual joint staff meeting was a blast!  
You can tell from our photo that we were blessed.  As we will soon enter to celebrate the 
30th anniversary (Can’t believe it!), I had privilege of meeting various returnees including 
those who just returned this year or those who have returned 10 or 20 years more ago.  I was 
so encouraged to see how the Lord is doing His ministries through each one of them.  Also, 
God has reminded me of the importance of the returnees follow up ministries and that it is 
God who desires for JCFN ministry to continue.  He continues to move forward with His 
ministries for Japan and world mission through Christians including Christian returnees.  
(Right:  With returnees!) 
     To be honest with you, I am struggling to figure out how I can measure “fruits” of JCFN 
ministry after all these 30 years.  For the past 30 years since we existed, the population of 
Christians in Japan hasn’t change, problems due to lack of pastors for churches in Japan and 
Japanese churches in overseas have become more evident, and more churches are forced to either close or join with nearby 
church for various reasons.  Returnees are connecting to churches and their spiritual walk is so blessed that follow up 
ministry is no longer needed….  NO!  This is far from the truth and the follow up ministry is still much needed.  That means 
not much has changed.  Our realities and challenges remain pretty much the same.  However, as I traveled throughout Japan, 
I saw and met returnees who are brightly shining as ambassadors for Christ in the midst of their family problems and 
challenges they face in Japanese society.  They know and are experiencing Jesus’ love in spite of their circumstances.  They 
are inviting Jesus into their messy lives.  And they want to choose to obey the Lord and have joy in their lives.  They are 
conveying the hope and peace that only Jesus can give to the people who need them.  It was a beautiful site to see them.  It 
was such an honor to know that JCFN had a little piece in their spiritual journey.  It was a blessing to have them as our 
ministry partners who build up JCFN ministries. 

     I also met some returnees who are not yet to get connected with church.  One of them are 
in such situation for five years since she has returned.  I try to meet up with her every time I 
visit Japan, but she has been away from church, the Bible, and the life of prayers and 
fellowship with other believers all together.  But she still wants to meet with me.  So every 
time I have a chance to spend time with her, we open the Bible, share, and pray together.  She 
even prays for me!  (She says it has been a while she prayed the last time.)  I really don’t see 
her growing in faith.  But what I know for sure is that Jesus still loves her with His perfect 
and unconditional love and that He wants and longs to use her to bring the Gospel to those 
whom only she can deliver.  Jesus already has good works prepared for her.  This, love of 
Jesus and His hopes for her, are my motivations to continue to follow her up.  I want to be the 
one who would reach out to those returnees who are no longer in the fellowship with other 
believers.  It is my deepest desire and prayer that all of JCFN ministry partners would be the 
ones to go out and to be the neighbors to those returnees.	
	  I also had chances to visit pastors from Toyota City (upper photo) and ANRK (lower photo).  
I thank God for all those opportunities to receive blessings and His encouragement.	
 

✿Please pray for JCFN North America ✿ 
◎ We are expecting many to permanently return this summer (Starting in May).  Pray that they will be able to have good 
quality preparation time not only for packing but for spiritual preparation.  Please pray that follow up ministries would be 
blessed and all of them would be connected to Christian community right away.		
◎ Please pray for the Tsuchida Family.  They are planning on returning temporarily to Japan in June.  Pray that prior to 
their return, they will be able to establish network in North America to build up prayer and financial supporters.  We are 
also discerning their destination.  Please pray that their preparation for transition would be blessed and their physical and 
spiritual needs would be blessed.	


