
  
 

 
Praise the name of the Lord! I hope this letter finds you well. 
The Paralympics will have been held without spectators by the time this letter reaches you. Natural disasters 

are occurring all over the world, and the news of the Afghan government’s collapse has shocked the world. God 
is leading us to pray for the world. 

A state of emergency has been declared in many parts of Japan to prevent the spread of the Covid-19 until 
September 12. In the US, the Delta variant has spread, and some universities that have scheduled in person 
classes are switching to online classes. I pray for continued strength and guidance for those involved in the 
response in various places and for the medical personnel. 
 

✿JCFN Ministry Report✿ 
 

◎ C-link 21 
"Online Worship & Online Church - A Theological Examination of the Online Approach 
 

The pandemic has pushed the church to go online at a rapid pace.  We have 
been experiencing the possibility of new ministries in overseas Japanese missions 
and returnee ministries. This session was an attempt to look at the possibilities of 
this online ministry from a biblical perspective, as well as the challenges of it. 

Two lecturers (Pastor Naoto Kamano and Pastor Taro Osaka) debated the topic, 
and the moderator, seminary student Kazusa Okaya, did a great job leading the 
discussion. This is only in Japanese, but if you would like, please check out the 
Youtube link on our website. Please share it to those who might benefit from it.  
https://sites.google.com/view/c-link21/home 
 
✿ WIT21 "COME(Unity)" ✿ 

Here are some testimonies from the participants of the WIT21 Leadership Camp that was held online in July. 
This year's theme was "Come Unity ~Closer, Together~". It was a great opportunity to learn how to be a leader 
who can build a united community in the Lord, and to nurture the next generation of leaders. 
 

＊＊＊ ＊＊＊ ＊＊＊ ＊＊＊ 
 

"To be able to participate in WIT21 at this time in this place.” 
Kaoru Okamoto (Atlanta, Georgia) 

  
This summer, I moved from NJ, where I was born and raised, to Atlanta, where my university 

is located. I was able to start my new life with the help of various church brothers and sisters that I was able to 
meet online before I arrived, and I am so grateful that I have been able to attend church since the first week. On 
the other hand, I am realizing for the first time how hard it is for a newcomer to join a new community in a new 
place and blend in. I was aware that I was observing the new Christian community with a critical eye as well as 
comparing it to the church in NJ, but I didn't know how to change or pray for myself. I also wondered how much I 
could commit to the ministries of a new church, as I would only be here for three years until I graduated from 
college, and I was becoming timid about serving God. 

Being able to participate in WIT21 at this timing was truly God's guidance. The theme was "COME(UNITY)," 
which was perfect for my situation, and I was able to learn from Philippians 2:1-5. One of the most important things 
I learned was "Christian Leadership Qualities". "We don't need to be great leaders because we are only fulfilling 
God's plan. We can't handle it on our own and we don't need to try to solve it. Let's rely on God.”  I feel that is 
what God had spoken to me. 

I am the only college student in my church and the only Japanese student in my university, but there are many 
universities in Atlanta and many Japanese students. After WIT21, I have a strong desire to connect with Japanese 
students, rather than passively looking for a community in Christ. My eyes have been opened to the fact that I 
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don't have to wait until I grow up to be a leader or an adult, but that God will provide me with wisdom and help 
when I act on what He shows me. 

I made a praise video of "Pour it out, Lord" with friends I met at WIT21 on a YouTube channel called BIG 
Praise House, and the lyrics "I want to care for others like Jesus cared for me " go through my mind. I would 
appreciate it if you would remember and pray for me to be a humble servant like this.  
https://bit.ly/BigPraiseHouse 

 
＊＊＊ ＊＊＊ ＊＊＊ ＊＊＊ 

 
"What I learned from WIT 21." 

Saki Nishikori (New Jersey) 
 

Those who served in the WIT program led different workshops to help us grow as community 
leaders. They also shared with us their testimonies of their experiences as service. They told us and made us 
think about how we can be humble and humble leaders like Jesus, and how we can be leaders that God is pleased 
to see in us, not leaders that are socially acceptable. 

 I'm currently studying at a state university in NJ, serving at a Japanese Christian church that I've attended 
since before I was born, and in youth and college ministry on the East Coast. Specifically, I have a desire to 
connect with and evangelize Japanese and Japanese-Americans in the NJ/NY area. 

 At this year's Central Conference, Pastor Kurisu talked about who Jesus would have been a neighbor to if he 
were in today's society, and since then I have been thinking about who I should be a neighbor to. At that time, the 
faces of the people around me who needed Jesus the most came to mind. Through this WIT, I realized that I 
wanted to walk in the same way that Jesus approached and expressed His love to those people who may not be 
easy to get along with or to be friends with, but who need God's love. Through the WIT, I was able to learn a lot 
about how I should humble myself, let go of my pride, and live a life centered on Christ's love in both Christian 
and non-Christian communities. 

 I still have a lot to study and learn, but God spoke to me deeply as I prayed with the friends and staff I met at 
WIT. Ministries are not about my own efforts, but only about giving with gratitude and joy through God's grace and 
love. And that God will give us the friends who are in need and will meet our needs, regardless of our lack and 
weakness. As we build up our new community, I hope that great blessings will be poured out to us as we seek 
God in every process. 

 ＊＊＊ ＊＊＊ ＊＊＊ ＊＊＊ 
  

✿30th Anniversary Campaign for 300 Supporting Members✿  Please register at https://membership.jcfn.org/ 
  

✿Prayer Requests✿ 
◎ After GRC21, reunions are continuing from regional returnee ministries and regional networks at GRC21. Pray that 

returnees will be connected and encouraged through each gathering, and that prayers will be piled up for other returnees. 
◎ Pray that the financial needs of the Japan office and JCFN as a whole, as well as the support of the staffs, will be met, and 

that the ministry will continue to grow. 
◎ Please pray for the project to give away the booklet "Understanding Returnee Christians" to churches, seminaries, and 

mission organizations in Japan. Please pray that the booklets will reach those in need and be used for the welcoming of 
returnees. 

◎ We were expecting to receive the visa for Mr. Tsuchida, our staff candidate, in the fall, but due to the pandemic, we have 
received information that it will be around February next year. We trust that the Lord, who knows everything, will grant 
the visa at the best possible time. Please pray for the Lord's wisdom in the timing of his installment as a staff, and for the 
Tsuchida family's to move to the US. 

  
  
 


