JCFN North America & Japan
Directors Letter April 2022
✿JCFN North America Report ✿（NA Director：Setsu Shimizu）
◎ Face to face, Resume!
Although different countries and regions view the current situation of Covid-19 very differently, face-to-face ministry
has resumed in many places in the United States. While we have experienced many great things about online ministry
over the past two years, we are once again experiencing the true joy of face-to-face ministry.
International students are returning (although I think it will be full-blown this fall), and students started coming to
"Furaide~," where JCFN is involved in leadership development. It is truly beautiful and joyful to see Christian students
trying to share the love of Jesus to the greatest extent
possible as they play games, eat, worship together, share
testimonies, and play sports until midnight with everyone
outside. The students are touched by the Word, by the
worship, and their hearts are immediately softened as they
hear stories from the Bible for the first time. We pray and
hope that they will come to know the Lord and believe in
Him, and that they will be sent out as ambassadors of
Christ when they return to Japan.

◎ RJC22 Conference
RJC (Reaching Japanese for Christ) is a very important ministry partner of JCFN and is a very biblical and strategic
ministry. It is a group of people who love Jesus and are called to Japan missions, regardless of nationality, culture,
language, or where they live. This year they celebrated their 21st year in Seattle. (Last year RJC celebrated its 20th
anniversary, but since it was online, the celebration was held this year.)
There were host families for Japanese students, volunteer teachers for the ESL ministry at the church, people who
have served as missionaries in Japan for over 25 years, people who are about to go to Japan as missionaries, people
involved in the international student ministry, pastors and members of Japanese speaking churches, etc.... From
volunteers to full time ministers, as well as students, active and retired. The participants were from a variety of countries,
including the U.S., Japan, Canada, Malaysia, Brazil, the U.K., and Australia. However, it is a gathering of people called
to Japan missions.
This year's conference was a hybrid, with about 130 in-person participants and nearly 200 online participants,
reportedly. I was one of the speakers at this very unique conference, where all plenary sessions and workshops were
bilingual. The theme of the conference was "Partnership in the Gospel," and it was truly a conference that broadened,
deepened, and encouraged our partnership with each other.
You can watch it all online. Please watch it to learn and be encouraged. Click here to watch the video.
Also, the RJC Academy (which offers a variety of courses to prepare for Japan missions) has a specific course on
preparation for Japan missions. There are various courses, such as a course on understanding Japanese culture for
missionary work, etc. Please join the courses.

◎ Registration for the Central Conference (CC22) has begun!
Dates: Saturday, May 28 - Monday, May 30
Location: Trinity Evangelical Divinity School (IL)
Fee: see website https://sites.google.com/view/cc2022/home
Speaker: Rev. Shinji Seki
Theme: Reconnect
Registration Early Bird Deadline: Wednesday, April 20 Registration Deadline: Friday, May 6
✿ Prayer Requests from North America Office ✿
◎Daisuke Tsuchida and his family have been granted visas and will travel to the U.S. in mid-May. Please pray for blessings
as they prepare to move to the U.S. (place to live, find a school, buy a car, etc.).

◎The venue for EC22 is set! The speakers have also been selected and the committee members are beginning to get more
concrete in their preparations. We are praying for 300 people to attend in faith! Please pray for us. Please join us. Also, send
friends!
◎For CC22. first conference in 2 years. We are looking forward to a great ministry that the Lord would do. Please pray for
the speaker, Pastor Shinji Seki, and for the health and spirituality of the committee members to be blessed. Also, please pray
that many people will be sent to CC.

✿JCFN Japan Report ✿（Japan Director：Chihiro Okada）
In late March, the Quasi-State of Emergency was finally lifted in all areas of Japan. We pray for wisdom and guidance
over the work of all sectors as efforts are made in the new fiscal year, a life with Corona.

◎ Joint Staff Meeting
In late March, the annual joint staff meeting was held online for six days over a two-week period. It was a time to
reflect on the current year's ministry and to discuss and pray for the new year. Since this was the first joint meeting since
the establishment of the six-member staff, we spent time each day praying for each other, and it was also a time for the
staff to get to know each other.
We began our discussion by reviewing the mission
statement, vision statement, core values, and the 4C's,
which are the foundation of the JCFN ministry, while
keeping in mind how God is leading us in this work. We
also talked about how to utilize the online environment that
has been developed during the pandemic for follow-up in
future. We are asking for international student ministers to
set up this online follow up examples.
We will be moving forward with specific plans based
on what was discussed. Please continue to remember the
ministry and pray for us.
◎ Looking forward to GRC23
In North America, preparations are underway for the Equipper Conference 22 to be held at the end of this year, and
in Japan, preparations have begun for the Global Returnees Conference 23 to be held next May. Shiori Kisangala (Furuya)
serves as the director of planning committee, and the committee members are now gradually being formed and beginning
to introduce themselves to each other.
The committee meetings are scheduled to start in April. At the committee meeting, we will first decide on the theme
of the conference, the general framework of the program, and the schedule. At the same time, we are also requesting the
main speakers. On May 14, we plan to hold an online kick-off meeting to officially announce the GRC23. Please pray
that our preparations will be protected during this important time.
Also, since most of the ministry in Japan has been done online due to pandemic, this will be the first face-to-face
meeting planned in a long time. We may face some restrictions due to infection control measures, but I hope that we will
not get caught up in the past forms and will not take the restrictions as an inconvenience, but rather as a new opportunity
to work on. GRC23 is scheduled to take place in Yamanashi Prefecture during the holidays in May 2023.
✿Please pray for JCFN Japan ✿
◎Pray for the specific ministry plans that will be moving forward after the joint staff meeting.
◎Pray for the preparations for GRC23. Pray for appropriate committee members and good team building.
Contacts: Japanese Christian Fellowship Network
www.jcfn.org
North America Office: P.O. Box 17982, Irvine, CA 92623-7982 USA
ushq@jcfn.org tel 949-424-7535
Japan Office: OCC Bldg, 2-1 Kanda Surugadai, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0062 nihon@jcfn.org tel/fax:03-5217-2505
Ways to GIVE: A. Online credit card: (US$) https://jcfn.org/donation (JPNyen) https://jcfn.org/donationJP
B. In USA: By check: Make it payable to JCFN and mail it to the address above, P.O. Box.
C. In Japan: Postal Account: Account Name: JCFN Account No. 00100-8-565348
Bank Account: Mizuho Bank Kudanshita Branch Store No. 352 Account No. 1161342
Account Name: JCFN Nihon Daihyo Ryuichi Yamazaki

