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ゆだねると…	 北米代表主事　清水摂

BBWIT 2019 (Machida: 7/14&15/2019) WIT 2019 (Costa Mesa: 6/20-22/2019)

Commit to the Lord
Commit to the Lord whatever you do, 
and he will establish your plans.  

(Proverbs 16:3 NIV)

It is still more than a year away, but 
JCFN’s 30th anniversary celebration will 
kick off next year at EC2020.  

A Small Response 

When our ministry was born at the Ur-
bana missions conference in 1990, its pur-
pose was not to start JCFN. It all began 
when a handful of Japanese students who 
had recently become Christians attended a 
seminar on Japanese Evangelism. There, 
5-6 Japanese Christians decided to get the 

word out to try to connect with other Japa-
nese participants at Urbana. As they met 
together, they shared their concerns such as 
finding a church in Japan, not having any 
Christians in the family, etc. They prayed 
for each other and committed to stay in 
touch. This group became known as the 
“Urbana-kai,” which was the predecessor 
of JCFN. 

This was before the time of internet. We 
stayed in touch with each other through pa-
per media. We divided up the various tasks 
among ourselves such as writing articles 
by hand, editing the articles, keeping track 
of the members list, bookkeeping, printing 
and mailing. (By the way, I was a seminary 
student at that time. My responsibility was 
printing and mailing, which I did with the 

help of other 
friends. After 30 
years, I am still 
doing the same 
work!) The net-
work of churches 
and gatherings for 
Japanese Chris-
tians quickly grew 
and spread as stu-
dents began to trav-
el to visit each other. 

In the summer of 
1991, the year after Urbana-kai was found-
ed, we renamed the group to JCFN. The fo-
cus of the organization became to support 
Japanese Christians that were returning to 
Japan. 3 years later, in the summer of 1994, 
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we came up with our mission statement. In 
2003, 10 years after JCFN was founded, we 
also came up with our 4Cs (if you do not 
know what they are, please visit our web-
site). Although we were a small grassroots 
movement, because of OMF and many oth-
er mission organizations and churches that 
partnered with us, we were able to have our 
own staff workers, establish ourselves as an 
organization, and carry out the ministry. 

In the beginning, we focused on re-
sponding to the needs of Japanese students 
who had become Christians outside of Ja-
pan. I look back, I strongly feel that this 
ministry was God’s way of answering the 
prayers for that had been prayed for a long 
time by people from around the world for 
Japanese evangelization and for workers to 

Dear supporters of JCFN,

I would like to start out by expressing 
my deepest condolences to all the people 
who experienced the devastation of typhoon 
Hagibis. I pray for the ongoing recovery ef-
forts and for the people to be able to return 
to their normal lives as soon as possible.

My heart is full of thanksgiving for your 
prayers and partnership as I share this an-
nual report with you.

This year, the board meeting took place 
at the JCFN North America office in Cali-
fornia.

1. Support Raising for New Staff
2. EC and GRC
3. Preparations for JCFN’s 30th Anni-

versary
4. Board Membership 

1. Support Raising for New Staff

We are excited to have two new staff can-
didates. They are Daisuke Tsuchida (Sendai 
Seisho Baptist Church) and Shiori Furuya 
(Yamato Calvary Chapel). Please consider 
joining their support teams and encourage 
them through this time of support raising. 

In anticipation of the growing staff team 

and the expansion of our ministry, we are 
continuing to invite people to consider join-
ing the supporting membership for JCFN. 
Please go to our website for more informa-
tion. It will be greatly appreciated if each 
ministry areas could also consider giving fi-
nancially to support for their staff members.

2. EC and GRC

Equipper Conference (EC) held in Japan 
and Global Returnees Conference (GRC) 
in Japan have become the two staples of 
JCFN’s ministry.  EC will be held at the 
end of this year. There has been a grow-
ing number of youths attending EC. One 
of the characteristics of EC has been its 
openness to welcome people from diverse 
backgrounds. We have also started to of-
fer leadership training for those who are in 
their post-graduate stages of life. 

GRC is held every three years in Japan. 
We did not have GRC this year, but we 
held a BBWIT (leadership training), which 
started in 2017, at Machida Evergreen Cha-
pel. Many people from around the country 
attending this training.

3. Preparations for JCFN’s 30th Anni-
versary 

JCFN will celebrate its 30th anniversary 
in 2012 (we will kick 
off the celebration 
at EC20). We thank 
God for leading JCFN 
this far, since its con-
ception through the 
prayers of Japanese 
international students. 
We believe that the his-
tory of JCFN testifies 
to God’s heart and pas-
sion for the Japanese 

2018 JCFN Board Meeting Report Hiroaki Yonai, JCFN Board Chairman

people who have been spread out around the 
world. Returnees are no longer only at the 
receiving ends of followup. They have be-
come partners in the mission with whom to 
continue growing. We have seen several re-
turnees to Japan receiving calls for entering 
into ministry. We are excited for the growing 
partnership between different areas. We are 
continuing to seek local churches that have 
a heart to partner with us. Please feel free to 
contact our office about it. JCFN is eager to 
continue serving at the frontline of missions 
to reach Japanese people.

4. Board Membership

Chairman:
Hiroaki Yonai 

(Kokubunji Baptist Church, Pastor, Japan)

Board:
Douglas Whittet 

(OMF International, Missionary, North America)
Yoshio Shibasaki 

(Plante Moran Tax General Manager/Operations 
Manager, North America)

Hidenori Takahashi 
(Tachikawa Evangelical Free Church, Pastor, Japan)

Sachi Nakamura 
(Ph.D.in Psychology, Translator, North America)

Manabu Nishikori 
(Japanese Christian Church of New Jersey, Pastor, 
North America)

Ryuichi Yamazaki 
(Ochanomizu Christian Center Board Member, Japan)

Rick Chuman 
(JEMS Director, North America)

Auditor: 
Eliya Onoe 

(Ohara Graduate School of Accounting, Professor, Japan)

Manager: 
Yosuke Mikami 

(Yamaha Canada Music, Former President, North America)

Board Meeting (US Headquarters: 6/11-13/2019)

be raised up for that mission. 

The Distributaries of the Big River

As we look ahead to JCFN’s 30th an-
niversary next year, I have been ponder-
ing about the beginning of our organiza-
tion, where we are now, and what its future 
may hold. Our 20th anniversary theme 
was  “Re-Act.” It was a reminder that God 
is always the One who takes the initiative 
in leading all aspects of JCFN, and we are 
simply reacting and partnering with Him. 
I feel that the first 20 years of our minis-
try was mostly done with the “take-a-risk” 
mindset. We were constantly faced with sit-
uations, needs, and opportunities where we 
felt that although we lacked the confidence, 
ability and wisdom, we simply had to give 
it a shot. In the last 10 years, we have been 

reexamining our work, so that we would 
be more sensitive to the Lord’s leading and 
be able to willingly respond to Him, rather 
than by relying on our own experience.  

As I think about the next 30 years, I am 
filled with hope for how and where the next 
generation will take us from here. We are 
here today as a result of God’s initiative to 
guide us along His big river. I look forward 
to how the distributaries of this river, in 
other words, the ministries of returnees in 
Japan and in other parts of the world, will 
be joined by the new generations of return-
ees. I am hopeful that by God’s grace and 
power, each headwater will be able to do 
the work that only they can do.

Setsu Shimizu
North America Director
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Staff Candidates

Shiori Furuya served as an intern with 
JCFN Japan before and after GRC18, 
which was held in May 2018, and then 
made the decision to join JCFN staff. 
She was interviewed by the board, grad-
uated from seminary in March 2019, and 
is currently in the process of staff can-
didacy and is raising support. That the 
first intern in the Japan office took the 
first step towards becoming staff showed 
us how our faithful God heard our many 
prayers. Together with Daisuke Tsuchi-
da, who became a staff candidate at the 
same time, we are sensing that God is 
giving us new staff in His good timing. 
We will continue to pray that the Lord 
would provide for their support raising, 
and would bring them to the day when 
they officially come on as staff.

The most important thing in prepar-
ing to return to Japan

“What is the most important thing 
to prepare for someone who became a 
Christian overseas and wants to grow in 
their faith after returning home?” It’s a 
question we are often asked, and there’s 
more than one right answer. However, 
one thing I can say from experience is 
that they should overcome a challenge 
before returning. 

The second “YES” is essential

The first “YES” for those that become 
Christian overseas is to believe in Jesus. 
The second “YES” will be when they 
can choose to continue obeying the Lord 
even while they face a challenge. They 
will struggle with it and wrestle with 
God while being prayed over and sup-
ported by their Christian community. If 
they can do that before they return home, 
I believe that person’s faith will be root-
ed properly and grow immensely. 

The second conflict

Normally, a returnee’s second conflict 
in faith is the experience of returning 
home itself. When it happens, the friends 
that helped lead them in their faith is all 

Report from Japan Chihiro Okada

Report from North America Setsu Shimizu

the way across the ocean. They don’t 
have such friends in Japan yet… Such 
a challenge is a really harsh one. If, 
however, they somehow faced the sec-
ond challenge before returning home, 
re-entry struggles would become their 
third challenge. Since they will be able 
to overcome it after having grown in 
their faith through the second challenge, 
I think they will be able to grow through 
the third one as well. 

But...

You can’t artificially create the second 
challenge while they are still in overseas. 
So, what can we do? We can offer op-
portunities for them to grow and deepen 
their faith. 

EC and WIT and C-WIT...

JCFN’s work in North America is 
done for the purpose of helping return-
ees grow and deepen in their faith before 
returning home. Among those, C-WIT is 
a very special learning opportunity for 
returnees. The “C” stands for “Contem-
plative,” representing meditation. It is a 
time of challenge, where they learn to 
make the unchanging truth and love of 
God their foundation for life even during 
times of change in their situation or en-

vironment, or life-changing events like 
returning home.  

For the second “YES”

We wish to continue serving in North 
America for the second “YES,” or rather, 
all future “YES”es. This applies to those 
returning to Japan from overseas, those 
moving overseas from Japan, and also 
those that send out returnees from over-
seas. Actually this is needed for all be-
lievers, not just those who are involved 
in JCFN ministries.

Prayer Requests

(1) Please pray for new approach to 
evangelize short-term exchange pro-
gram students.  Also pray for strengthen-
ing partnership with local churches that 
are reaching out to business people and 
their families.

(2) Pray for blessing on the Tsuchida 
family who is working on their support 
raise.  Pray that God will raise up an of-
fice staff for North America

(3) It is a preparation time for the 30th 
Anniversary that is coming up at the end 
of next year.  As we give thanks to God 
for the 30 years, please pray for unity 
among staff, associate staff, board mem-
bers and volunteer leaders as we expect 
the Lord to do His work for another 30 
years!

BBWIT

BBWIT (Bridge Builders’ Whatever It 
Takes) is a leadership camp that has been 
taking place every year since 2017 on 
Ocean Day in July. As usual, we focused 
on people who welcome returnees in their 
respective regions as well as small group 
leaders. For the past two years, the JCFN 
staff members were the main people who 
ran the camp, but since this was the third 
BBWIT, and since the preparation time 
was at the same time Chihiro Okada was 
on maternity leave, the planning team 
was made up of past BBWIT attendees 
and associate staff members.

When we see people with local return-
ee ministries and small groups, changes 
in leadership cause changes in the minis-
try itself, and sometimes it becomes dif-
ficult for the ministry to continue. We are 
hoping that BBWIT will be able to help 

these leaders who face many changes to 
consider how they might continue to be 
involved in ministry, and to have the op-
portunity to learn, think, and share. To 
that end, we hope to continue to involve 
people from local ministries on the plan-
ning team for the camp.

GRC

The third GRC (Global Returnees 
Conference) will be held in 2021. Prepa-
rations have begun, and the director of 
the committee has been installed. The 
end of 2020 will be JCFN’s 30th anni-
versary, so at GRC21 we are planning to 
celebrate and offer our gratitude to the 
Lord who has guided JCFN so far.

Prayer Requests

(1) For the support raising for the staff 
candidates, and that they would come on 
officially as staff in God’s good timing.
(2) That God would bless and work 
through local returnees ministries and 
small groups, and that those who serve 
would be encouraged.
(3) For preparations for GRC21.
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JCFN Staff Update
Each staff update is constructed as follows.  Name . Title . Update . Prayer Requests

Setsu Shimizu
North America Director

Thank you for your prayers.  Mao and I 
are doing well. It’s been more than a year 
since Mao began the church plant. I’m 
witnessing the importance of overseas 
Japanese ministry and returnees min-
istry in the midst the church plant. My 
special joy is to be a part of leadership 
training with those who will return to Ja-
pan in the future. We share our struggles, 
what we hear from the Lord, and pray 
together.  It’s such a joy to witness their 
spiritual growth.
In 2020, JCFN will celebrate its 30th 
Anniversary.  We are preparing together 
as staff and board members by reading 
books together and reflecting upon His 
ministry. We’re also excited about our 
new staff candidates. God’s doing some-
thing new! My desire is to serve God 
in great expectation of His wonderful 
work!

1) May the joy of listening and obeying 
the voice of the Lord increase. Pray that 
I can make space and time for this pro-
cess.

2) Pray for JCFN 30th anniversary prep-
aration, partnership development visa 
process of new staff.

3) Praise God for our church planting 
ministry! Pray that we would walk in 
God’s will.

Chihiro Okada
Japan Director

Shiori Furuya, who served as an intern 
at JCFN Japan, is now a staff candidate 
after her seminary graduation. The path 
of  “seminary --> internship at JCFN --> 
staff candidate” that she walked was the 
very similar to mine 13 years ago, and 
reminds me of the early years when I 
started serving through JCFN. I believe 
that God gave this opportunity to reflect 
as I was about to feel difficulties of bal-
ancing parenting two children, JCFN 
ministry, and church ministry following 
my pregnancy, delivery, and maternity 
leave.
From October, my 2nd daughter (6 
months old) started nursery school. 
With the cooperation of my husband 
and daughters, I will commute to JCFN 
Japan office in Ochanomizu again from 
November. With the mindset of “doing 
what I can do,” I’d like to serve and re-
spond to the opportunities which God 
provides.

1) To be able to become a good supporter 
for staff candidates.

2) To be able to respond to God’s guid-
ance on family, JCFN ministry, and 
church ministry.

3) To be able to sit close to those who I 
relate to.

Chihiro’s Blog:  http://chofu.ch/cbc/
blog/missionary_chihiro/

blog.jcfn.org

Yuko Ozeki
North America Staff

The first half of 2019 was challenging 
due to a family issue, church transition, 
and relationship issues. Yet the rest of 
the year was rather calm, so that I was 
able to put more energy into ministry, 
not only JCFN ministry but also lo-
cal ministries, such as hosting a Bible 
study group at home. After the busy-
ness of the year, I slowed down a bit by 
the summer and spent some refreshing 
times with family and friends.
In September, we’ll host a contempla-
tive retreat, “C-WIT” in Northern Cal-
ifornia for the first time, and in Tokyo 
in October. The Japan retreat is called 
C-BBWIT. I’m happy to see JCFN is 
developing a more “being” & “becom-
ing” orientation, in addition to our “do-
ing” oriented ministries. 
As we look forward to JCFN’s 30th 
Anniversary in the end of 2020, we’ve 
been praying for new vision. I look 
forward an exciting year, as we contin-
ue to seek God’s wisdom for the JCFN 
mission and role in this era. 
As for my family, our daughters are 
3rd & 6th graders and they’ve become 
more independent!!  It’s challenging 
for us, as parents, how to help and sup-
port our girls, in order for them to be-
come Christ-like pre-teens.         
1) Pray that we can catch God’s vision 
and big picture for JCFN’s North Ameri-
can ministry.

2) Pray so that I will enjoy the Lord and 
be thankful and be a daily witness of His 
greatness.

3) Pray for my Japan family’s salvation 
and protection.

Yuko’s Blog:  http://blog.goo.ne.jp/ff-
fyuko2
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Maki Goto
Japan Staff

In the 2018 fiscal year, right after finish-
ing GRC18, I was more emotionally re-
laxed than typical years as there was no 
big event like EC. JCFN Japan office had 
a few changes during Chihiro Okada’s 
maternity leave. I thank God for protect-
ing the ministry while she was on leave.
God has also protected and blessed each 
member of my family throughout the 
year. My 2nd daughter, Maya, was bap-
tized and I’m thankful to know that all 
my family are now standing on the same 
ground spiritually.
I’d like to continue in the new year to 
trust the Lord who has been faithful to 
lead me to this point.
1) For the expansion of the ministry in 
Japan and that returnees will be used for 
God’s work.
2) That all members of my family can 
walk steadily with the Lord.
3) Protection and heath for both my 
wife’s and my aging mothers.

Yoshiki Saeki
North America Associate Staff (OR)

We are thankful for all your prayer and 
support thoughout the year! We’ve stud-
ied the book of Exodus every Sunday at 
our local church and we learned about 
new identity in Christ and also mission 
given by God as a community in Him.
Yoshiki’s responsibilities at work have 
increased, he always faces new chal-
lenges and theme from God.
Mariko enters a new season as our kids 
enter 1st & 3rd grades. She is enjoying 
her connections from the neighborhood 

Hiromi Kakehashi
Japan Associate Staff (SG)

After completing a Biblical counseling 
course, I recieved certification. I have to 
read the homework book that I give to 
the counselees which is very beneficial 
for spiritual growth.

I spent the New Year’s holidays without 
EC in Japan with with my family. Prepa-
ration for BBWIT was difficult due to 
Chihiro’s maternity leave, but by God’s 
grace we had a good leadership training.                                                                                             
I was blessed that two of my cousin’s 
children were saved though my church’s 
summer camp.

Finally we have a new small group in 
Ikebukuro and with many people join-
ing. GiFT has new core leaders and al-
ways new people join the events, God is 
continually at work in this ministry.

1) To be able to have daily devotions and 
grow despite being busy.

2) Maintain my health.

3) To be able to listen/hear to God’s 
guidance. 

Roberta Peabody
Japan Associate Staff (Kanto)

Always new adventures and challenges!  
And so much to praise God for! I’m us-
ing my gifts in various ways, and this 
keeps me learning how to trust God 
more and more, to do ministry His way 
and not mine. It has been special this 
year to mentor a couple of Japanese 
women studying in seminary, being a 
trusted confidant and pointing them to 

and job by corresponding God. 

1) We can serve with joy at working and 
parenting.

2) For our children’s growth spiritually 
in Christ. They can keep receiving train-
ing discipleship.

3) We can make good communication 
with local church and ministry to reach 
out Japanese in Portland.    

  

Kristine Reddington
North America Assosiate Staff (Leadership)

As I reflect upon the year, I must say.. 
there was a lot that happened. I decided 
to take on the executive director position 
for EC19, served at Urbana18, and in 
March, I even had a chance to go to Ko-
rea to join the Lausanne Younger Lead-
ers Gathering. I saw God in new ways 
this year and He is beyond beautiful.

In June, was our annual WIT leadership 
training. The theme was “True Worship-
pers ~Day by day, worship Him~”, we 
learned what it means to be true wor-
shippers. We had 21 participants in-
cluding staff, It was a beautiful scene as 
participants wrestled with the theme and 
offered themselves to God. One won-
derful thing was the smaller group this 
year, it was family-like. We played silly 
games together, laughed together and it 
was just a blast!

1) I feel like God wants me to be hope-
ful, please pray that I would look to Him.

2) That it will be a year filled with learn-
ing about prayer.

3) For EC and WIT. 
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Jesus, as they examine their calling for 
ministry. My international church is full 
of returnees, many seeking how to best 
use their gifts for the Lord, whether it is 
in full time ministry or as they work in a 
regular company. My mission (TEAM) 
has lots of new faces, new workers who 
are learning to live in Japan, and explore 
their calling as they seek to reach the 
Japanese for Christ. It’s exciting to go 
to JCFN events and see next generation 
leaders using their gifts. It encourages 
me about the future in Japan, especially 
as we approach the Olympics, so many 
ways for Japanese returnees and interna-
tional people to use our gifts to grow the 
kingdom of God. I am glad to collabo-
rate with others in ministry and in this 
cooperative relationship, share the joy 
and partnership in ministry.

1) Maintain my health.

2) That my aging Mother (94) will have 
joy in Jesus.

3) Salvation of my elder brothers.  

Kunitsugu Onishi
Japan Associate Staff (Kansai)

When I reflect on the past year, I can say 
that it was pretty brutal for me person-
ally. Since my family has had some ill-
nesses, I had to deal with my personal 
difficulties and emotional state. Because 
of this, I was unable to organize much 
for ANRK (All Nations Returnees in 
Kansai) as associate staff. However, 
this is also one of the many realities that 
Japanese returnees face when they come 
home older. When they were overseas, 
most of them were young, and they did 
not need to deal with the complex issues 
of life.  But when they come back older, 
these serious difficulties may hit them 
such as mental & physical health, fam-
ily losses, identity crisis and so on. The 
needs are still significant. However, it’s 
worth noting that there are a few inter-
national/bilingual churches being estab-
lished and they remind these returnees 
of the life overseas and their experience 
of Christianity. Thank God for interna-
tional churches. On the other hand, these 
international churches are relatively 

comprised of young people. This is why 
they may lack resources when it comes 
to the real-life counsel that older Chris-
tian brothers and sisters can bring to the 
body. Organizing events and fellowship 
is an important ministry here for the re-
turnees. Also, encouraging our JCFN/
EC members to reconnect within a small 
group of friends, and have deep sharing 
would be a great way of helping these 
returnees.  

1) Pray for this transition phase of 
ANRK. May God empower and encour-
age new leaders in their unique and gift-
ed selves. 

2) Pray for our spiritual life. We pray 
that God will continue to sustain us in 
the midst of busyness due to our church 
planting, as we focus on basic Christian  
spiritual disciplines in order to be filled 
with the Spirit and be obedient everyday. 

3) Pray for our spiritual and physical 
health.   

 

Erika Mine
Japan Associate Staff (Kanto)

When I reflect upon my year, I see that 
God has blessed me greatly. This year 
God has opened many doors in my call-
ing to worship. I was able to be a part of 
the recordings of Hillsong Japan’s al-
bum, Takafumi Nagasawa’s newest al-
bum, and Samuel Kan’s album and con-
cert.

I was also able to lead worship at inter-
denominational gatherings as well dur-
ing the summer and God has shown me 
so much love. God spoke to me through 
Hebrews 12:2. I was feeling unworthy to 
be in front of people. I thought my faith 
doesn’t fit the capacity that I was given. 
However, faith itself is not my own. God 
is the author and perfecter. My faith is 
not my own thing. I need to trust God 
and let Him lead my faith.

I am in my 3rd year of my masters de-
gree studies in worship. I’m hoping that 
God will continue to reveal Himself to 
me through my coursework.

1) For my Graduate course in Worship 
Studies.

2) Blessings on my family as we are liv-
ing together for the first time in many 
years.

3) To trust and seek God continually. 

 

Ken Ishibashi
Japan Associate Staff (Tokai)

We have finally completed our long proj-
ect of updating our list from the past 15 
years, of more than 400 returnees who 
have been involved in either events or 
follow-up since their return to the Tokai 
area of Japan. We are in touch with them 
little by little, hearing what their current 
status is. In addition, a monthly prayer 
email is sent among the members of the 
Tokai region returnees group, “Inspa” so 
everyone who follows-up can remember 
and pray.

In addition to returnees, introductions to 
local churches for those who have moved 
overseas from Japan, such as ex-pats, 
and helping find apartments for return-
ees in the both Tokai and Kanto regions 
(real estate company & Christian share 
house). It was a busy year. Inspa regular 
meetings will end from 2019, and in the 
future, it will become more important to 
concentrate on individual follow-up and 
connect with each individual.

1) To be faithful to God and others, 
persistent in doing good with kindness, 
forbearance and patience (Romans 2:1-
16).

2) To be able to serve in ministry with 
God given ability.

3) For future activities of Inspire Union 
(Tokai region returnee ministry) to be 
used for the Lord.

 

Now you can donate in Yen through 
Credit Card Payment online!
https://jcfn.org/donationJP
To cover the cost of the process 
fee, please consider to choose the 
option that includes the fee. 

Thank you for your support and 
understanding!
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Megumi Takezawa
Japan Associate Staff (PR)

Thank you for your prayers, encourage-
ment, and rich fellowship this year. I 
want to make JCFN’s activities acces-
sible to many people, and I report events 
and activities through various blogs. 
Thank you to everyone who responded 
my requests for information.

Also, this year, I lead morning Bible 
study as a member of the BBWIT (Lead-
ership training) planning committee. 
During preparations, God reminded me, 
“each day, to look in the direction as Je-

Shiori Furuya Daisuke Tsuchida

Shiori, Shi-chan, Shorin (1) Nickname Dai-chan (Japan), Dai (America)

Kanagawa Prefecture.  
The combination of nature and the big city.

(2) Hometown and what 
it’s known for

Yonezawa City, Yamagata Prefecture.  
The beef is very famous (although I have 
almost never eaten it).

Seattle (2011), California (2012) (3) Experience overseas 
(year and location) South Carolina, Columbia (4 years)

Neutral colors. Recently I feel like my eye is 
drawn to neutral pinks. (4) Favorite color Blue

Eat, Pray, Love. (I watch this movie when I feel 
tangled up or like I’m about to be deflated.) 

Also, Spider-man.
(5) Favorite movie Ocean’s 11; Fighting Temptations

Strength: I analyze things objectively. 

Weakness: I’m indecisive.
(6) Strengths and 

weaknesses

Strength: I’m unexpectedly good at tackling 
things directly. 

Weakness: Sometimes I fixate on things and 
end up wasting time.

Courage from Courage the Cowardly Dog.

Reason: When he tells his owner something 
serious, he often transforms into another form, 

but sometimes it doesn’t go well. He’s timid, 
but when the time comes, he gets the job done.

(7) What cartoon  
character you would be 

and why

Nobita (Doraemon).

Reason I’m quick to cry out to God haha

“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs 
up; do you not perceive it?” I’m excited to see 
what the Lord is going to do in Japan and the 

world!

(8) What you are look-
ing forward to as JCFN 

staff
The Japanese I’m going to interact with and 
build relationships with.

While support raising, I have felt like I’m not 
good at business, and therefore God put people 

around me to think about what to do. When 
visiting churches, it’s truly a joy to meet broth-
ers and sisters who value the ministry and who 

receive from the Lord the same thing that He 
has given to me.

(9) Challenges and joys 
of support raising

After introductions and sending letters, I start 
to doubt myself and feel down, but when I get 
support I wasn’t expecting, being able to see 
God do above and beyond what I had imagined 
together with my family brings me joy and 
encouragement.

Right now, please pray that I would listen to 
God’s voice and trust in the leading of the Holy 

Spirit.
(10) Prayer requests

Pray that, as I go through this short period of 
time until my needs are filled, I would deepen 
my trust in the Lord.

Candidates

INTRO
Here are introductions to two staff 
candidates who are currently raising 
support. We asked the two of them many 
things! Please pray for them and support 

them as they raise support.

sus does is a challenge.” I am challenged 
daily to keep Jesus’ perspective in before 
me, and I hope you also can pray to de-
velop your faith, and look up and align 
your eyes with Jesus’ eyes.

1) To be able to walk in faith, trusting 
in God.

2) To start new ministries.

3) That I can manage my health in or-
der that that I can serve efficiently. 



From June 2015 to May 2016, I stud-
ied abroad in London, England. There, I 
studied anthropology.

I first started going to church during 
my study abroad. I’m sure anybody will 
feel lonely in a new environment, but 
even now, I remember just how lonely I 
felt being a student then. 

Well, that might be a bit exaggerated 
but, because I was lonely and felt human 
relationships were too complicated, I of-
ten wondered how was it that one made 
friends.

It was at this time that a friend from 
elementary school, who happened to be 
living in London, invited me to church 
and I started attending. Despite being 
in a new environment, in those days, I 
was able to let go of everything that was 
keeping me down, worship, read the 
Bible, and pray together with everyone. 
Those days were a fresh experience to 

Churches Abroad and Returning Home
From "Always Being Encouraged" to "Always Serving"  Minori Kida

me. I had felt a tranquility I had not felt 
in a long while, the kind that you feel 
when you plop down onto a nice, fluffy 
bed. I can’t help but be grateful for the 
brothers and sisters in that church that 
held a Bible study for me so that my faith 
might be preserved. During this time, I 
made a decision to become a Christian.

When I was leaving back home, peo-
ple my age from the church came to see 
me off at London’s Heathrow Airport. 
Honestly, I never imagined that anybody 
would see me off at the airport when I 
would study abroad. Actually, nobody 
besides family had ever seen me off like 
that. So, I still very vividly remember 
what I wore that day, the airport gate, the 
size of my luggage, and the words that 
everybody prayed over me at the end. I 
realized that, even as an adult, one can 
meet people like these.

Having spent such a blessed time in 
London, I returned back to Japan where 
I had not a single Christian friend. For 
a while after returning home, I feel like 
I was searching for a piece of the Lon-
don church in Japanese churches and 
ministry. So when I was searching for 
churches in Japan, I was invited to come 
to a JCFN small group and decided to 
go. This a gathering where people from 
different churches, different workplaces 

met once a week for a laidback and infor-
mal Bible study. After returning home, it 
was here that I learned how to study the 
Bible and do followups. Because I had 
this small group, I started to desire to 
know God more deeply, and I felt like I 
grew a step further than my experience 
in London.

I was able to stop searching for a piece 
of the London church I attended, and I 
felt like I received a new mission to keep 
on living in Japan from God.

It’s been 3 years since I returned to 
Japan.

I had attended the church in London 
because I wanted to “receive grace and 
be encouraged.” But now, I realize there 
might be a message that only I can con-
vey. I go to work, go to church, and meet 
my friends with this thought in my mind. 
(There are many places besides church 
where we can be witnesses through our 
actions.) If someone like me can be use-
ful anywhere at all, that is an enormous 
blessing. It is exceedingly absurd that a 
simple company worker like me could 
possibly be useful and be used by any-
one. But, there is someone out there that 
supports me and gave me a mission. I 
want to live my live and never forget this 
fact.

Please Sign Up for 
“Supporting Membership” !
The term of this membership is from 

July to June no matter which month you 
submitted the application. If you are 
willing to support JCFN ministry with 
annual support offering of $30 (3,000 
yen), please take this opportunity and 
become a supporting member!!
[How to sign up for “Supporting 
Membership”]
● For those who already have regular 
membership:
Visit the link (https://www.jcfn.org/db/
profpmap.php), log in to your account, 
check your account information, and fol-
low the instructions to send your pledge.
● For those who are not a regular mem-
ber:
Visit the link (https://www.jcfn.org/
db/signup.php), register for the regular 
membership, and then follow the in-
structions for regular members above.

Equipper Conference 2019
2019/12/27-2020/1/1   equipper.org

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
price of your eligible AmazonSmile 
purchases to Japanese Christian Fel-
lowship Network whenever you shop 
on AmazonSmile.

If you would like 
to receive prayer 

warrior letter 
through LINE, 

please scan the 
QR code below to 

register 
(Japanese Only).


