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As a River of 
God's Stream

“Our great Lord has done amazing things 
for us. He sent more than fi fty Japanese to 
Urbana and established the ‘Urbana-Kai.’ 
...Those who had been through similar expe-
riences and struggles were allowed to meet 
with each other according to the plan that 
the Lord had decided in advance. ...I am con-
vinced that this ‘Urbana-Kai’ was initiated 
and gathered together by the Lord, and it will 
continue to exist until the Lord wills it.”

This is an excerpt from the very fi rst vol-
ume of the JCFN newsletter published on 
January 16, 1991.  The name of the newsletter 
was “Urbana” and it was written by Shigeru 
Tsugura, one of the founders of JCFN. At the 
time, he was a college student who had just 
been saved. He responded to the Lord’s call-
ing and the story of JCFN began.

Thirty years have passed since then, and 
the trajectory of JCFN is purely the work of 
the Lord.

There were 11 staff, 21 board members, 

and 27 associate staff.  The associ-
ate staff position was established 
in 2000. The WIT Leadership 
Camp has been held 15 times, and 
a total of 373 leaders have attended. 
This is the 17th year for the Equip-
per Conference, which began in 
1997. In Japan, regional meetings 
and small groups have been held for 
follow-up, BBWIT for returnee lead-
er training, and returnee conferences, 
ANRC, GRC and other retreats have 
been developed.

The theme for our 30th anniversary 
is “FLOW.” The theme scripture is Ezekiel 
47:9: “Swarms of living creatures will live 
wherever the river fl ows. There will be large 
numbers of fi sh, because this water fl ows 
there and makes the salt water fresh; so 
where the river fl ows everything will live.”

The work of JCFN is a part of God’s grand 
mission work that the Lord Himself started.  
The ‘fl ow of the river’ represents the Lord’s 
work.  It means that the river begins to fl ow 
from its source and branches out to smaller and 
wider fl ows.  This is how God’s work is car-
ried out according to God’s will.  His work de-

v e l -
ops in the places where 

the river fl ows out. As “the water there be-
comes good” and “all things live,” God in-
vites returnees and overseas Japanese and 
uses them in the place where they are sent 
out to do the Lord’s work.

 We thank God that through the 30 years of 
JCFN’s ministry, we can only give all glory 
back to Him alone.  We pray that the return-
ees would be saved abroad, and even after 
they return to Japan or are sent to other coun-
tries, they will continue to serve as ambas-
sadors of Christ, preaching the Gospel and 
loving others.  We also pray that the returnees 
will use their spiritual gifts given by God to 
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do His good works.  God had entrusted these 
gifts to them to bless the community in which 
they are placed  in partnership with Him.  The 
returnees’ ministries will move forward as 
churches, Christians and ministry organiza-
tions in Japan and abroad serve together. I 
pray that as the Lord guides JCFN, we will 
continue to fl ow as one river, as a part of 
God’s overall work.

 You are in His fl ow.  God has placed you 
right where He wants you to be.  Let’s remain 
in the love of Jesus, who loves us, and use 
the gifts He has given to us to love and serve 
those around us. Where that river fl ows, ev-
erything is made alive!

Setsu Shimizu, North America Director

We inter-
viewed Sat-
suki Edo, a 
returnee who 
had to return 
home earlier 
than planned 
due to CO-
VID-19. There 
are many re-

turnees like Satsuki. Please pray for their 
spiritual walk.

(Q) What was your experience abroad 
and what was your purpose?

From 2018 to 2020, I was in Califor-
nia to study at a community college. I 
have loved English since I was a child, 
so I decided to study in the United States 
because I wanted to study in the lan-
guage that I’m passionate about.

(Q) You became a Christian while you 
were in the U.S. Were you expecting 
to become a Christian before you left 
Japan? What was your impression of 
Christians before you studied abroad?

I never thought I would become a 
Christian. My family believed in new re-
ligions in Japan, and I was raised in these 
religions from a very young age, so I was 
distrustful of Christianity and other reli-
gions. However, before I went to America, 
I had an opportunity to meet a Christian 
through my mother, and she showered my 
family with unconditional love. So my 
distrust turned into feeling at ease.

(Q) How did you come to your decision 
to believe in Jesus Christ?

When I fi rst attended a church service, 
I heard the story in the Gospel of John 
about Jesus being a shepherd. I heard that 
the sheep would respond when the “true 

Returnee Interview Satsuki Edo

shepherd” called them, but would not re-
spond otherwise. I realized that what was 
supposed to be my family’s religion was 
not my religion. I didn’t know at the time 
if the “true God” was Jesus or not, but I 
wanted to know the “true God” as well.

As I continued to go to church and 
read the Bible, I realized how great 
God’s love was and that He loved me 
despite who I was. I knew that I was a 
sinner and yet God forgave and accepted 
me. I hated and resented many people in 
my life, but if I was forgiven, I wanted 
to be able to forgive others too. That was 
the fi nal push for me to make the deci-
sion to come to faith. I was baptized in 
December 2019.

(Q) I heard that you returned to Japan in 
a hurry because of the spread of the CO-
VID-19 with only one semester left to go. 
Is there anything that God told you when 
you made the decision to return home?

I came across Hebrews 12:11. Re-
turning home, which I never thought I 
would do, and standing as a Christian 
in a family with a different religion is 
diffi cult. Even though I feel challenged 
now, I know that the challenge of return-
ing home will later produce the fruit of 
peace and righteousness for those who 
have been trained by it. I was convinced 
that the peace of the Lord would be giv-
en to me, so I decided to return to Japan 
and take the next step in my life.

(Q) What are you doing now that you’ve 
returned home?

While studying early childhood edu-
cation in the United States, I realized 
that I have been given the gift of loving 
children. I want to become an educator 
in Japan where I can share God’s love, 
so I am studying for the transfer exam to 

continue my education studies.

(Q) How have you been encouraged in 
your faith since you returned home?

There are many such instances. First 
of all, I am still connected to the Chris-
tian person I met through my mother 
before I went to the U.S., and we are 
still connected at the same church. The 
church is just a 5 minute bike ride from 
my house. I am also encouraged by my 
ongoing connections with my home 
church in the U.S. I participate in an on-
line Bible study. It is also encouraging to 
see the connection between my church 
in Japan and my home church in the U.S. 
I also keep in touch with other broth-
ers and sisters I have met in the U.S. on 
weekdays.

(Q) How understanding is your family?
When I met my family after my con-

fession of faith in the summer of last year, 
we were both feeling nervous about hav-
ing different religions, and I felt that they 
were pressuring me to join their religion 
to the point where I felt overwhelmed. 
Now that I have returned home, I am able 
to tell my family that I am praying for 
them and I can pray with them when they 
are not feeling well or struggling. I feel 
that they are accepting of me telling them 
of God’s grace and love, too.

Thank you for the interview!

JCFN is always looking for ‘Prayer War-
riors’ (people who pray for a weekly prayer 
request sent by LINE or email) and ‘Sup-
porting Members’ (people who provide 
fi nancial support in the amount of $30.00 
(¥3,000) per year).

Sign up for Prayer Warrior: 
http://bit.ly/JCFNPW

Supporting Membership: 
http://bit.ly/JCFNMember

“The harvest is plentiful but the workers 
are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest fi eld.”  Matthew 9:37b-38

“. . .unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies,
it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, 

t produces many seeds.“   John 12:24b
We have renewed our logo from 1993. However, the calling given to JCFN has not 
changed and we will continue to serve the Lord while praying to the Lord for the day 
of harvest in Japan.

About Logo
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Things that really matter.

In March 2020, the joint staff meet-
ing, scheduled to be held in Japan, had 
to be held online in light of the spread of 
COVID-19. Looking back, starting with 
that meeting, we were challenged to go 
online with many of our other activities.

Many international students and ex-
patriate families returned home ahead of 
schedule due to COVID-19. Through all 
the dramatic changes, what awaited them 
when they returned home was a church 
environment that refrained from having 
regular worship service in person. I was 
encouraged by the church and individu-
als who, in the midst of the diffi culty of 
dealing with the challenges of preventing 
infections in the church, cared for and 
answered the call to follow-up with those 
who were forced to return home by CO-
VID-19. We are still thinking and pray-
ing about the church and the returnees 
who are still going through this change.

The small groups that used to meet 
weekly at cafes, etc., have stopped meet-
ing face-to-face since March, and many 
of the groups have started meeting online. 
This is still ongoing. Regional meetings 

Remembering my original intentions: 
The results are in God’s hands

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the 
way of ministry has changed dramati-
cally as the world has changed.  One 
university used to enroll about 1,000 
new international students every year, 
but this fall there were only 50. There 
were no Japanese students among them. 
At most universities, 60-80% of current 
international students returned to their 
home countries once they found out that 
classes were going online.  They either 
took a leave of absence or took online 
classes from their home countries.

This year was a preparation year for 
our 30th Anniversary.  The Lord is us-
ing these unanticipated changes to bring 
us to our knees and He is leading us to 
prayer. In the midst of all of this, I am re-
minded of the “original intent.” It is one 
word: “Believe.”

When we seek God’s guidance and 
move forward, led by His hand, the Lord 

Report from Japan Chihiro Okada

Report from North America Setsu Shimizu

will show us the next necessary step. In 
other words, to “believe” is to trust in the 
Lord and take a step forward, and the re-
sult of that step is not ours, but His.

 Believing Jesus’ words, “Go and 
wash in the Pool of Siloam,” the blind 
man went and washed his eyes. But it 
was Jesus who made him see; it was 
the boy who gave Jesus the fi ve loaves 
of bread and the two fi sh, but it was the 
Lord who multiplied them enough to fi ll 
the hungry crowd. It was Peter who fol-
lowed Jesus’ voice, “Come,” and got out 
of the boat in the storm, but it was the 
Lord who made him walk (even a few 
steps) on the water.

 We only follow the Lord one step at a 
time. The results are in His hands.

 While the number of Japanese stu-
dents has been drastically decreasing, a 
new evangelistic ministry has been start-
ed by Japanese student leaders because 
they saw souls that needed to be saved.  
Others are beginning to move evangeli-

cal meetings online. They have decided 
to take a step of faith, leaving the results 
up to the Lord. But without this one step, 
the Lord’s work will not advance.

 Both “Online EC20” and the “two 
candidates’ preparation” are steps of 
faith. The results are the Lord’s. I sur-
render to them and look forward to them. 
I sincerely hope that I can take the step 
that has been given to me now and move 
forward with the Lord.

Prayer Requests

(1) Pray for evangelistic ministries in 
each area in the midst of the COVID-19 
Pandemic.  Maybe the situation has 
changed, but there are still many souls 
that need to be saved. Pray that they will 
be able to share the gospel.

(2) Pray for the deputation work of our 
candidates.  Daisuke Tsuchida, our can-
didate for US staff, has begun the visa 
application process. Please pray that it 
will be given quickly.

(3) Pray for the preparation and blessing 
of EC20 Beyond (online EC20).

have also refrained from meeting in per-
son and shifted to online gatherings. One 
of the regional meetings continued to 
meet online and the core members of the 
group made time to discuss the question, 
“What is the point of continuing to meet 
online as a regional meeting? Are we 
accomplishing our purpose?” Then, be-
cause of this situation, they confi rmed the 
importance of providing the opportunity 
for the returnees to make all the necessary 
connections, even if they are online, and 
they have thus continued their ministry.

The same situation is true in our prepa-
rations for GRC21 (Global Returnees 
Conference), which is scheduled for the 
May holidays. As we prepare for the con-
ference, we are discussing the format of 
the conference in the midst of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. 
We have been given 
the time to focus on 
what is really impor-
tant and how we can 
shape what God has 
given us into some-
thing that is of value 
to GRC21.

It becomes very important to keep our 
minds focused on “what is really impor-
tant” in the walk of change that the re-
turnees are going through. At this time, 
we too wish to look at “what is really 
important” and walk in the Kingdom of 
God together with the returnees.

Prayer Requests

(1) Please pray that staff candidate Shi-
ori Furuya’s support raises will be sup-
ported and that she will be able to take 
her post at God’s appointed time.

(2) Please pray for the returnee ministry 
and small groups in the regions that are 
handling the online response to COV-
ID-19. Please pray that those involved in 
the ministry will be encouraged to serve.

(3) Please pray for the wisdom and unity 
in the preparation for GRC21 and for the 
decision on the format of the conference.
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JCFN Staff Update
Each staff update is constructed as follows. Name . Title . Update . Prayer Requests

Setsu ShimizuSetsu Shimizu
North America Director

At this important time of JCFN’s 30th an-
niversary starting at the end of this year with 
EC20, our life and ministry have been com-
pletely changed due to the unexpected CO-
VID-19 pandemic. Although we have got-
ten used to living in the “new normal,” the 
ministry is still in a state of unknown as we 
deal with the drastic decrease in international 
students.

No matter what changes are happening, 
time will continue to move forward. Looking 
back over the past 30 years, there have been 
many obstacles and challenges, but no mat-
ter what the circumstances, time has never 
stopped and has continued to move forward. 
To me, the passing of time reminds me of 
God’s faithfulness. It is a reminder that al-
though it can feel tough because time moves 
on relentlessly, the Lord’s love and mercy 
never change.

I myself have been JCFN staff for 26 years 
(more than half my life is with JCFN!). I am 
so grateful for the unchanging Lord’s mer-
cy and your prayers and support that have 
brought me to this point.

1) Please pray that we can be more creative in 
communicating the Lord’s unchanging love 
for the ministry in the midst of change.  Also 
pray that God will increase my passion for 
the salvation of the lost souls.

2) Please pray for the ministry of Amazing 
Grace Japanese Church.  This is our second 
year of the church plant. Please pray that my 
husband, as a pastor, will be able to contin-
ue to speak the Lord’s message with all his 
strength and soul.

3) Please pray that my relationship with God 
would be deepened daily.

Chihiro OkadaChihiro Okada
Japan Director

The 2019 fi scal year, which began after the 
maternity leave following the birth of our sec-
ond daughter, ended with a lot of adjustment 
in ministry and at home due to COVID-19. 
Much of our ministry is now taking place 
online. As we gradually adjust to the new 
framework, we are asking ourselves at vari-
ous times, “Why are we doing this?” I think 
God has given us the opportunity to question 
the essence of what He wants us to do.

My husband is in the fi eld of education, my 
eldest daughter has started kindergarten, and 
my youngest daughter has transferred to a new 
nursery school. I am learning every day from 
the efforts they are making to adapt to the 
environments where they gather and interact 
with others. Also, we are learning and growing 
together with the children as they grow.

In the year of 2020, I pray that God will 
guide us in each decision we make and in 
communication as we are engaging in EC20 
Beyond, GRC21, and other activities while 
learning again from God about the essence 
of our ministry.

1) Please pray that my family will be healthy 
and that we will be able to grow as lovers of 
God.

2) Please pray that I will be able to seek 
God’s will in daily communication and deci-
sion making.

3) Please pray that I will be able to focus on 
the Word of God and prayer in my life.

Chihiro’s Blog:  http://chofu.ch/cbc/blog/
missionary_chihiro/

Maki GotoMaki Goto
Japan Staff

Until the dawn of 2020, everything seemed 
to be going well in the world, but then people 

Yuko OzekiYuko Ozeki
North America Staff

Before COVID-19, I had been craving for 
some quiet and slow time with God.  In the 
midst of the JCFN annual meeting back in 
March, California was locked down, and 
my prayer was unexpectedly answered.  
Since then, I have been searching for a new 
rhythm of life as well as new ways of min-
istry, such as looking for churches for those 
who had to leave the US all of a sudden, 
Bible study with returnees, English out-
reach ministry, Online Equipper Confer-
ence, etc. Everything is online now.  I had 
to give back to God the way things have 
been done until now in order to seek out 
what He wants.  Looking back to the past, 
my desire for more time with God, C-WIT, 
and other studies and training for spiritual 
formation have prepared me to accommo-
date these changes and challenges. Thanks 
to God, my whole family is doing well, 
thriving at their schools and workplaces.  
Praise the Lord!         
1) Please pray for the ministries and for the 
international students and working people 
in North America who have faced enormous 
challenges. Please pray for God’s protection 
and guidance as we serve the Lord and peo-
ple in the place where God put us. 

2) Please pray for balancing my life and 
ministry.  Instead of separating, which is im-
possible, I would like to fi nd a creative way 
to integrate them.  Please pray that I would 
manage my time and energy with joy. 

3) Please pray for salvation for my family in 
Japan.

Yuko’s Blog:  http://blog.goo.ne.jp/fffyuko2
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all over the world were caught up in a situ-
ation that we never expected. The work of 
JCFN has also been greatly affected and we 
have been forced to make some adjustments. 
However, the returnees who have been in-
volved with JCFN have been very fl exible 
and have been a great source of support and 
encouragement. GRC21 is scheduled for 
Golden Week next year. I will be looking for-
ward to the work the Lord will do through 
the returnees.

I am now in my 21st year in JCFN as staff. 
I am thankful that my family has been pro-
tected even in the midst of the coronavirus. 
We are now under a pandemic that may have 
a great impact on the growth of our children, 
but I hope that we will continue to push for-
ward as a family that grows in the Lord.

I’d like to continue in the new year to trust 
the Lord who has been faithful to lead me to 
this point.

1) Please pray for the continued protection of 
my children’s growth.

2) May the work in Japan be protected and 
move forward in the face of the coronavirus.

3) May wisdom continue to be given to pre-
pare for GRC21.

Yoshiki SaekiYoshiki Saeki
North America Associate Staff (OR)

We were thankful for the Lord’s protection 
and your prayers as we walked through this 
past year.

Yoshiki has been receiving various chal-
lenges from the Lord through his work, while 
also focusing on serving the Word of God 
in the local church’s ministry. In particular 
in 2019, it was an opportunity to fi nish the 
book of Exodus and to experience the cer-
tainty of God’s covenant and the greatness 
of the Lord’s plan that fl ows through history 
to God’s people through the study of Judges 
and the book of Ruth. I am also thankful for 
the opportunities that I continue to be given 
through my business network to do ministry 
in the community and get involved with local 
university students studying Japanese.

Mariko has been challenged by the chang-
ing environment surrounding her children’s 
school, but has also been encouraged by their 
growth and development while being close to 

Kristine ReddingtonKristine Reddington
North America Assosiate Staff (Leadership)

This past year, I had the privilege of serving 
as the director for EC19 and praise be to God, 
we were able to have an awesome time.

When I think about all the things that hap-
pened with COVID-19, the fact that we were 
able to even hold the conference was such a 
blessing. I am also amazed by the theme that 
was given to us, “Trust…~In Every Situa-
tion~” since we have had to trust in Him in 
this unprecedented time.

For WIT20, we held an online retreat be-
cause of COVID-19. Being online, we were 
worried about a few things, but God was so 
gracious to us and we had a blessed time. In-
terestingly, the theme was “Surrender ~Re-
ally give it up~.” For us who had to give up 
the in-person experience, it was such a fi tting 
theme.

EC20 is also going to be held online. Since 
it will be our fi rst online EC, there are many 
things that we are not sure about, but we are 
confi dent that God is going to surprise us 
with His work, so please pray for us!

1) Please pray that I may able to come before 
God just as I am.

2) Please pray that I will be able to work and 
serve with joy.

3) Please pray for our fi rst ever online EC. 
For good internet connection, speakers, vol-
unteers, etc. 

Hiromi KakehashiHiromi Kakehashi
Japan Associate Staff (SG)

I went on a mission trip with my church 
members to New Zealand where I was saved. 
I was able to see New Zealand from the per-
spective of a mission, see many returnee 

their needs.
We are entering a new season of life and 

work, but we are walking in response to the 
Lord every day, valuing the connections we 
have been given in our neighborhood com-
munity and workplace. 

1) Please pray that we will be able to act with 
wisdom and discernment in the midst of the 
political confl icts and turmoil in our city of 
Portland to see what the Lord is saying to us.

2) Please pray that our children will encoun-
ter the Lord God and walk in Christ in an 
abundant way.

3) Please pray for the ministry of the local 
church. Please pray that we will be able to 
faithfully carry out the ministry entrusted to 
the church again in these rapidly changing 
times.  

  

Megumi KurataMegumi Kurata
North America Associate Staff (MI)

Like many others, our ministries that in-
volved meeting people face to face have 
been temporarily put on hold. Even under 
such circumstances, I was blessed to witness 
young workers in Christ serving with wisdom 
and passion, offering their very best to God 
through the Central Conference Online. There 
are some new ministry opportunities opening 
up locally. In August, our children went back 
to school online. We are also thankful for the 
health of our family members.  

1) For God to use this situation to renew my 
heart and deepen my devotion to the Lord.

2) For protection over my childrens’ learning 
whether online or in-person.

3) For wisdom and blessing for new online 
ministries.   

  

Now you can donate in Yen through 
Credit Card Payment online!
https://jcfn.org/donationJP
To cover the cost of the process 
fee, please consider to choose the 
option that includes the fee.
Thank you for your support and 
understanding!
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Christians born there, and work with local 
international student ministry staff, and I re-
alized once again the importance of returnee 
ministry.

I became leader of the GiFT ministry this 
year. The ministry continues with new core 
members in the COVID-19 situation, without 
ever meeting face-to face. I also have meet-
ings for GRC21. I don’t know what kind of 
situation we will fi nd ourselves in next year, 
but I am preparing for God’s best!

1) Pray that my health would be protected so 
that I can continue to do my activities.

2) Pray that I can do ministry while relying 
on God and His wisdom.

3) Pray that I will be used to follow up with 
those who need help. 

Roberta PeabodyRoberta Peabody
Japan Associate Staff (Kanto)

Last year I was able to attend the third class 
in Equipping Women International held in 
Thailand. It was a joy to be with other minis-
try women improving our skill. The highlight 
of the year is always attending EC in Califor-
nia and assisting with the RJC track.

Many ministries have gone online, and I 
have learned to adjust my lifestyle accord-
ingly.

From February, I began to attend a different 
Tokyo church, which went all online from 
March. I’m greatly encouraged by the Japa-
nese language small group I have been able 
to attend online with church people.

In my U.S. family, we faced the failing 
health of my 95 year old mother, and on Oc-
tober 3rd with my brothers at her side, she 
passed away peacefully.

1) Please pray for good communication in 
Japanese, with Japanese Christians and non-
Christians.

2) Please pray for creativity to use online 
tools well.

3) Please pray for online support raising with 
churches in America.  

Kunitsugu OnishiKunitsugu Onishi
Japan Associate Staff (Kansai)

2020 has been a challenging year in many 
ways. It has been a year in which I have really 
had to think about my faith and my life as my 
“normal” was broken and I had to get used 
to a new normal. While I regret that I was 
not able to be actively involved in JCFN’s ac-
tivities, I am encouraged by the connections I 
make with returnees, both old and new, wher-
ever I go as a church pioneer. JCFN has had 
a diffi cult year, but I also realized once again 
that it is an important organization. This year, 
we will do our best as much as we can in a 
small way, as we will be serving EC20 this 
year. I want to be prepared to give as many 
returnees encouragement and a clear sense 
of direction as possible so that they can walk 
with courage and faith in the new world.  

1) Please pray for the health of our family.

2) Please pray that God will raise up full-time 
staff for Kansai JCFN ministries.

3) Please pray that God will allow me to lis-
ten to Him as I’m getting ready to speak at 
EC20.   

Erika MineErika Mine
Japan Associate Staff (Kanto)

This year has been really tough for all of us. 
Even though that has affected my lifestyle a 
lot, I can count a lot of blessings this year as 
well.

I have nodules due to overusing my voice. 
I was diagnosed last September. It has been 
a long process and it’s not been completely 
healed. However, it is improving a lot. The 
only cure to nodules is either vocal rest or 
surgery. Because of corona, I got 3 months 
of extra vocal rest. God is slowly using me 
again as a worship leader and I am thankful 

that I have recovered to this point. I claim to-
tal recovery in the near future in faith.

I was also able to graduate with my masters 
in Worship Studies. I have studied for 3 and 
a half years and I am so thankful that I was 
able to fi nish strong. God is already using 
me in new ways to minister to people, and 
though I wish I had a little bit of rest before I 
start, God has giving me many opportunities 
to speak about worship to Christians. 

Other than that, I have released an album 
with my siblings this February and released 
many YouTube videos for all three groups 
that I am involved in; Ruah Worship, Third 
Place Worship, and AIM. COVID-19 has 
forced us to change the way we do things and 
be more creative. I am thankful to God that 
he has given me extra rest and new opportu-
nities this year.

1) I have been giving new opportunities to 
speak about worship. I need a lot of help and 
guidance from God. 

2) Complete healing on my nodules.

3) I want to learn more about living a wor-
shipful life. 

Ken IshibashiKen Ishibashi
Japan Associate Staff (Tokai)

I passed on the leadership of local returnee 
group INSPA in 2017 and focused on support-
ing the ministry as staff for two years. Now I 
am back as leader of INSPA since the end of 
2019 and we started new a challenge: to have 
a small group (returnee cafe) in Nagoya in 
2020. We fi nished organizing the information 
of the 400 returnees who have returned to the 
Tokai area over the past 15 years. Now we 
working on following up with those who are 
on the list as needed. We welcomed new core 
members to INSPA’s leadership. The next 
step is how to receive and support returnees 
who came back to Japan recently, as well as 
following up with young people.

1) Follow up with young people and return-
ees who returned recently.

2) Start every day with prayer and God’s 
Word with family.

3) Be able to decide where to live, that I 
can live together with my family, and that I 
would grow.

Toshitaka HamamuraToshitaka Hamamura
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Japan Associate Staff (GRC)

As this is my fi rst time writing this report, 
I would like to thank you for your prayers. 
I came to know Jesus as my Savior overseas 
and am thankful for being able to serve Him 
through Global Returnees Conference 2021 
(GRC21). The theme of GRC21 is “...in Je-
sus’ name.” We now have a committee and 
meet every month online. Also, I have a time 
of accountability with Maki (so that I will not 
slack off). As this year turned out to be quite 
different from other years, I trust the Lord’s 
guidance and look forward to His mighty 
work!

1) Please pray that we as the committee 
would receive wisdom as we decide whether 
GRC21 will be held in person or online.

2) Please pray that the Lord’s will be done 
in GRC21.

3) Please pray that people who need encour-
agement would participate in GRC21. 

Chisato TateyamaChisato Tateyama
UK Associate Staff (London)

12 years ago in 2008, I started planting a 
church in London UK. (It was recently the 
12th anniversary for our church! PTL!) I was 
called to serve full-time after I had been im-
pressed and inspired by the JCFN vision and 
ministry work for Japanese people abroad.

Who on earth could have predicted 2020 
will be like this!? Since March this year, the 
UK has been locked down and we are all 
struggling to reach out to new non-Christian 
families and students and evangelise to them. 

The COVID-19 situation also made it dif-
fi cult for us to meet up physically as a church. 
However, despite all of the challenges, God 
has brought us closer and stronger emotional-
ly and spiritually. Additionally, we have been 
experiencing many blessings by being able to 

witness and experience other Japanese min-
istries online happening in Japan and other 
countries, such as online EC this year, which 
I am very much looking forward to. These 
blessings are truly God’s ‘new blessings’ 
within our ‘new-normal’…!

I am very thankful that I was given the new 
opportunity to serve JCFN as an associate 
staff from this year. Since more and more 
things are uncertain now, I look forward to 
seeing more and more new blessings coming 
from God!

1) Please pray that I can focus on what God is 
doing now and going to do rather than what 
I have been doing so that I can continue to 
serve Him faithfully.

2) Please pray that more opportunities and 
wisdom will be given to reach out to non-
Christian families and students in London 
and the UK.

3) Please pray that I can experience more of 
God’s love and I can love Him more. 

Daisuke TsuchidaDaisuke Tsuchida
Staff Candidate

Thank you all for your prayers. Since we 
came back to Japan last summer, we have 
been working and raising our funds at the 
same time. There were times when we visited 
some churches and met people who got saved 
while they were in the US. It was very en-
couraging and reminded us of the importance 
of Japanese ministry overseas as well. 

Some Japanese students whom we met in 
the US have visited us here in Japan and we 
had a good time of fellowship together. We 
are hoping to get together again when corona 
is under control for further ministry. Life is 
very strange and not normal at all for many 
people and it actually is a great tool for us to 
share our faith and testimony with them. It 
has been a joy for us.

Our three daughters have been doing well. 
They are facing different challenges both 
language-wise and culture-wise, but they all 
are enjoying it.

1) Please pray for those who have been back 
in Japan, especially due to the restrictions re-
garding corona pandemic, that they can con-
nect with a church and a good community of 
believers.

2) Please pray for the provision of supporters 
for us so that we can offi cially be sent to the 
fi eld. 

3) Please pray for our family’s health both 
physically and spiritually. 

Shiori FuruyaShiori Furuya
Staff Candidate

Thank you for your prayers, encourage-
ment, and fellowship! It will be two years 
in December that I have been a candidate of 
JCFN. 

From this fi scal year, I decided to quit the 
dual life of Kanagawa and Chiba to concen-
trate on  support raising, but that plan was 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. How-
ever, I came across new forms of support 
raising, such as accessory support raising and 
podcasts. In addition, I have been given three 
opportunities. First of all, I got to support 
and associate with sisters who have returned 
to Japan due to COVID-19. Secondly, I got 
to be in charge of one session at BBWIT20. 
Lastly, I am serving as a committee member 
of EC20 Beyond and GRC21.

As I was looking back on this fi scal year, 
I was blessed with many opportunities and 
challenges, but there were also many scenes 
where I felt happy because of the joy of the 
ministry.

I would like to continue to listen to the voice 
of the Lord and serve Him and returnees.

1) Please pray so that I can spend time 
with the Lord daily and listen to Him.

2) May EC20 Beyond and GRC21 be pro-
tected, from the preparation to the event 
days.

3) Please pray that all my needs will be 
met. 



Please Sign Up for 
“Supporting Membership” !

The term of this membership 
is from July to June no matter 
which month you submitted the 
application. If you are willing 
to support JCFN ministry with 
annual support offering of $30 
(3,000 yen), please take this op-
portunity and become a support-
ing member!!
[How to sign up for “Support-
ing Membership”]
● For those who already have 
regular membership:
Visit the link (https://www.jcfn.
org/db/profpmap.php), log in 
to your account, check your ac-
count information, and follow 
the instructions to send your 
pledge.
● For those who are not a regular 
member:
Visit the link (https://www.jcfn.
org/db/signup.php), register for 
the regular membership, and 
then follow the instructions for 
regular members above.

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
price of your eligible AmazonS-
mile purchases to Japanese Chris-
tian Fellowship Network when-
ever you shop on AmazonSmile.

If you would like to receive 
prayer warrior letter through 

LINE, please scan the QR code 
below to register 
(Japanese Only).

M y 
name is 
M a n a b u 
N i s h i -
kori and 
I began 
s e r v i n g 
as Chair-
man of 
the Board 
of Direc-
tors back 
in July 
2 0 2 0 . 

I am a pastor of a Japanese Christian 
Church in New Jersey, USA. Like many 
other Japanese churches in the U.S., 
we are sending many people who have 
encountered and believed in Jesus in 
the U.S. back to Japan. We are keenly 
aware of the importance of JCFN’s work 
in preparing and supporting those who 
have come to faith in the U.S. and who 
are returning to Japan. I don’t know how 
hard our pastors in the U.S., the Japanese 

churches, and the local English-speaking 
churches are praying and preparing for 
those who come to faith, and how much 
they desire that their faith will be con-
fi rmed. I don’t know how much the pas-
tors of the churches in Japan welcome 
them and how willingly they pray for 
them. Sometimes we hear little criti-
cisms of each other, such as, “How wel-
coming is the church in Japan?” or “You 
say you believed in the U.S., but how 
genuine is your faith?”, but we are not 
unaware of each other’s thoughts and 
feelings. And yet, often times, there are 
those who fi nd it diffi cult to live a life of 
faith when they return home. That’s why 
I fi nd organizations like JCFN, which 
has a mission to support those returnees 
by equipping them with training before 
they return home, so precious.

The mission of the JCFN Board of Di-
rectors is to support the staff members 
who are serving in the fi eld so that they 
can serve to the utmost of their ability 
and not be distracted by the responsibili-

Greetings from the new JCFN Chairman of the Board of Directors
Manabu Nishikori, Pastor of New Jersey Japanese Christian Church

ties of the organization, fi nancial mat-
ters, and the like. I apologize for not 
being able to get that far, but that is my 
goal.

In order to accomplish this, I would 
like to ask fi rst for your prayers, of 
course, and also that you would consider 
making an “offering” if God leads you 
to do so. I am grateful for your offerings 
to the JCFN organization, but I would 
like you to know that there is a support 
offering for each of the staff members 
and staff candidates. We would like to 
support our staff members so that they 
can serve to the fullest without worrying 
about their fi nances. If you are thinking, 
“Oh, by the way, I used to be commit-
ted, but I have been forgetting recently,” 
God is reminding you today! If you have 
been thinking, “I’ve been entrusted by 
God with a lot of things and I’ve been 
wondering how to use them,” please 
pray about JCFN and ask, “God, is this 
it?” May the Lord guide you through the 
process.

Equipper Conference 2020 (Online)
2020/12/27-30 (US) 28-31 (JP)   equipper.org


