
    
 

 
 
 
 

Recently,	we	have	begun	to	have	days	that	make	us	feel	that	the	long,	hot	summer	may	finally	be	coming	to	
an	end.	However,	this	summer,	Japan	has	experienced	a	series	of	natural	disasters,	 including	earthquakes	and	
flooding	caused	by	heavy	rains.	 I	 imagine	that	 for	many	people,	 it	has	been	difficult	 to	 truly	 feel	at	ease,	both	
physically	and	emotionally.		As	we	enter	this	new	season,	I	pray	that	the	Lord’s	peace	and	protection	will	be	upon	
each	and	every	one	of	you.	

	
 

◎ Yu Hoshino Officially Joins the JCFN Staff! ◎ 
 Yu Hoshino, who was approved by the JCFN Board as a staff candidate at the end of June 
last year and has been raising support since then, officially began serving as a JCFN staff member 
on September 1! 
 With the accountability and encouragement of Yuka Onoe, who was serving as an associate 
staff member at the time, Yu prepared for deputation and stepped out in faith to visit churches 
and connect with individuals to share about her ministry and raise support. Even during her support-raising period, she 
continued to be actively involved in JCFN ministries. She has served with small groups in Ochanomizu and Chiba, as a 
core member of GiFT, a returnee gathering in Tokyo, and as a planning committee member for EC26 and GRC27, among 
many other areas of ministry. 
 Since April, Yu has also been participating in a two-year training and learning program with Samurai Projects. She 
has also been entrusted with young adult and youth ministries within her denomination and church. The Lord has allowed 
her to wear many different “hats,” both within and beyond JCFN. 
 Now that Yu has officially joined the JCFN staff, her responsibilities within JCFN will continue to grow. At the 
same time, she plans to continue her training and studies with Samurai Projects, as well as her ministry responsibilities 
within her denomination and local church. We are excited to see what the Lord will do through Yu in the years ahead, 
and we are grateful to be able to serve alongside her as we continue this ministry together. 
 Yu’s installation service is scheduled for September 26 at her home church, Tokyo Bible Seminary Church. Please 
continue to pray for Yu and for the ministry God has entrusted to her. Yu will also be regularly based at the JCFN Japan 
Office in Ochanomizu, so if you are ever in the area, please stop by and say hello! Yu herself says, “Haagen-Dazs 
donations are always welcome!” So please feel free to drop in—with or without ice cream! 
 

◎ WIT26 Report ◎ 
WIT26 (Whatever It Takes) Leadership Camp was held from July 8–11 with 16 participants. One of the participants, 

Harune Ohzeki, shared this wonderful testimony: 
When I was first invited to WIT, I had been a 

Jesus follower for less than two months, and I 
thought, “It’s still too early for me to attend a 
leadership camp.” However, through the sessions 
at WIT26, I learned about human weakness, God’s 
love, the importance of having friends in faith and 
people we can turn to, and what it means to be a 
leader. As I listened to the leaders share about the 
trials they had faced, their faith in the midst of those 
trials, and how God had worked in their lives, I came 
to realize that although we are weak, God never 
gives up on us. He is always with us and is able to 

help us no matter what situation we are in. During a time of prayer, I began thinking about my family and 
friends who still do not know God, and I could not stop crying. For the first time, I realized how deeply I wanted 
those who have not yet been saved to come to know Him. 

In just four days, God gave me a desire to share Him with those who do not yet know Him. He also showed 
me that living for God does not only mean becoming a missionary or serving in a church. Wherever God sends 
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me, I can faithfully give my best to what He has entrusted to me and use everything I have so that others may 
see God through my life. I had thought that it was too early for me to attend WIT, but I realized that regardless 
of how long I have been a Christian, God can use me. It’s not about me. Wherever God places me, I want 
to keep seeking Him, surrendering myself to Him, and faithfully carrying out the mission He has given me. 
Even if I do not see results right away, I want to keep going without giving up and devote my life to fulfilling 
what He has called me to do. 

 

This year’s WIT also gave us a firsthand glimpse of a new reality that JCFN is facing. Of the 16 participants, six were 
international students who expect to eventually return to Japan, while ten are planning to remain in North America long-
term. While the number of Japanese international students has been decreasing and their time studying abroad has become 
shorter, we have also seen a positive side when it comes to evangelism. With fewer students, we are often able to spend 
more time personally walking alongside each seeker and nurturing those who are growing in their faith. When it comes 
to leadership development, however, shorter stays have a much greater impact. We believe this is one reason we are 
seeing a growing proportion of long-term North American residents among WIT participants. 

We sense the need to continue seeking the Lord in prayer as we consider how this new reality will shape JCFN’s 
ministry in North America and, more importantly, what God is asking of JCFN in the midst of these changes. 
 

◎ Arise Asia ◎ 
Arise Asia 2026, a gathering of the youth missions movement Arise Asia, which began in 2023, was held in Manila, 

Philippines, from July 27–31. Under the theme “For the Joy,” 4,278 participants from 54 countries gathered together, 
including approximately 70 young people and leaders from Japan. 

Arise Asia is a missions movement that seeks to mobilize the younger generation across Asia to follow Christ and be 
sent to places where the Gospel has yet to be fully reached. From JCFN, Shimizu participated as an interpreter and senior 
supporter. JCFN staff candidate Kaori Reddington also attended, along with leaders and members of DUNAMIS 
WINGS, a youth ministry that is also involved with EC Youth and other ministries. 

One of the messages particularly emphasized at this gathering was the call to go “from difficult places to difficult 
places.” We were challenged to see that the very experience of holding on to faith and being sustained by God in difficult 
circumstances can become a source of strength when God sends us into other difficult places, enabling us to walk 
alongside and identify with the people who live there. 
 

✿ Please pray for JCFN✿ 
◎ Praise God that Yu Hoshino has officially joined the JCFN staff! Please continue to pray that the Lord will bless Yu’s 
ministry and use her abundantly in the days ahead. 
◎ Please pray for our staff candidates, Akari Hirase and Kaori Reddington, who are currently raising support. Pray that 
their deputation ministries will be blessed, that they will be spiritually protected and strengthened, that meaningful 
networks and partnerships will grow, and that all of their support needs will be met. 
◎ Praise God for His protection over all of our ministries this summer. Thank you so much for your prayers! 
In the U.S., the fall semester and a new school year have begun, and outreach ministries on campuses are starting up 
again. Please pray that many seeds of the Gospel will be sown and that many will come to know Christ. Please also pray 
for the leaders who faithfully serve in each of these ministries. 
◎ Registration for EC26 has begun, and preparations are underway. Please pray that our scholarship fundraising efforts 
will be blessed and that all the necessary funds will be provided. Pray also that many people will be able to participate 
in EC26. 
◎ Please pray for peace and justice throughout the world. Pray for the protection of the people of Iran, Israel and Gaza, 
and Ukraine, and that these conflicts will move toward an end. Let us also pray for those affected by natural disasters 
around the world—that those who are suffering will receive the help and support they need, and that recovery and 
rebuilding efforts in the affected communities will move forward. 
 
 


