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Kana Yoshida (maiden name: Hasegawa)

The four years that I served as Japan
office staff was a time of grace to know
God. It was a blessing to be able to see
the development of JCFN’s ministry in

Congratulations on the 30th anni-
versary of JCEN! I can’t tell you how
many returnees have been encouraged
by the ministry of JCFN that God be-
gan. There’s nothing more anxious than
returning home alone to an environment
where there are no Christians in your
family, at work, or among your friends.
However, the Lord gave me His Word
and encouraged me when I was hesitant
to come back to Japan. The Lord had

Congratulations on the 30th anniver-
sary of JCFN.

I’'m currently serving as a Japanese
ministry pastor in a multilingual and
multicultural church in Portland, Oregon
while working for a company and I'd
like to reflect on how I got involved in
JCFN’s ministry.

It all started with an Equipper Confer-
ence at Forest Home in 2001 in the cold,
cold, snowy mountains. I was a hikiko-
mori who’d encountered Jesus, and as
a newborn Christian born overseas, the
first Equipper Conference I attended had
a real impact on me. I was greatly en-
couraged and inspired by so many broth-
ers and sisters who had come to Christ
overseas, and by their unique gifts and
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Japan up close at the time of the launch
of the Japan office. As office staff, I was
involved in general office work, ac-
counting, meetings and conferences, and
learned about my immaturity and God’s
love was poured out on me. The bless-
ing of learning that I can be transformed
into the likeness of Christ by breaking
down my own framework many times,
both in my work and in my faith. God
accomplishes His will through us, sinful
and imperfect as we are. It was a fearful
thing to do, but I experienced how kind
and merciful the Lord is.

been preparing a group of believers for us @
before we arrived as He had promised by g

His Word. In 2005, a returnee gathering
had begun in Nagoya. Since then regular

meetings have been held with the prayer |

and support of JCFN members. By gath-
ering together, we were encouraged in
our faith and made aware that we were
being sent to each region of Japan and
through JCFN, we were given precious
friends in the faith and we are thankful

work.

The following year, EC02 was the
launch of the youth program. Although it
was called a “program”, I remember the
first year we just had fun together, hav-
ing snowball fights, chatting all night,
and just playing. After that, my wife and
I dedicated ourselves to youth ministry
for a few years, and even now, almost
20 years later, whenever I hear how the
EC youth ministry is being blessed, I'm
overwhelmed by the Lord’s plan to use
our small ministry abundantly.

The biggest turning point (incident?)
in the connections and work that I’ve
been given through JCFN was when [ was
asked to be the Director of EC10. It was at
the time when I was still recovering from

After leav- |
ing JCFN, |
I continue E
to serve the
church in
different ca-
pacities as a seminary student, evange-
list, associate pastor, and pastor’s wife,
but the faith nurtured during my time at
JCFN has stayed with me as a great as-
set. May the Lord continue to use return-
ee Christians with overseas experience
abundantly in the future. I thank the Lord
for the 30th anniversary of JCFN!

Hiroko & Kensaku Higashi
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that we are still in that connection.

Yoshiki Saeki, North America Associate Staff

burnout
after be-
ing stuck
in the min-
istry  of
the church
where 1
was on
staff. From
a human
point of view, it wasn’t the best timing.
However, I felt that I was called to this
ministry as an opportunity to honestly
face my true self and reevaluate the call-
ing that God had given me. During my
two years as the chairperson of the ex-
ecutive committee, I was completely im-
mersed in the work of EC, and the Lord
gathered the best members for the com-

mittee, including JCFN staff members.
Through the process of sharing, pray-

The ministry of JCFN is conducted
by those who are involved in a variety
of ways, such as; personal follow up of
returnees, plan and serve in events and
small groups, and support by prayer and
financial support.

The Lord has answered our prayer
“to send out workers for the harvest”,
and we will have two new staff. Praise
God! Miss Shiori Furuya was installed as
a Japan staff member as of April 1, and
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ing, thinking, planning, sometimes
changing direction, making decisions,
and weaving the program around the
given theme, God always showed us
blessings beyond our plans and expecta-
tions. And through this season, the Lord
quietly and powerfully touched me when
I was on the edge of collapse, leading to
the ministry that I’'m now entrusted with.

Looking back, I can say for sure that
through the ministry, encounters, and
fellowship of JCEN, I’'ve always been

Setsu Shimizu

is at work focusing on the Kanto area.
Mr. Daisuke Tsuchida (family) will be
installed as North America staff mem-
ber as of December 1, but will begin his
ministry in Japan until his visa is granted
(probably by spring 2022).
Please pray for the following:
e Pray that Shiori and Daisuke’s per-
sonal relationship with God will

deepen daily so they can serve in
ministry with joy and peace.

It has been thirty years since JCFN was at the Urbana Mis-
sion Conference in 1990. We would like to thank God for ev-
erything He has done so far, give thanks to the Lord in various
ways this year, and look forward to Him for the future of JCFN.

Please visit our special page, JCFN 30th Anniversary!

https://jctn.org/30thanniversary

Also, in celebration of our 30th anniversary,
we are running a campaign to recruit 300
sustaining members!

Please join us! Click here for the application 3

process:
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given the opportunity to reevaluate my
relationship with God, and I have always
been encouraged to walk faithfully in the
calling that I’ve been given.

I sincerely hope that the ministry of
JCFN, which is like a small mustard seed
sown in this place, will bear more abun-
dant fruit through each one of us who are
scattered all over the world. For, as Jesus
said, the Kingdom of God is among us.

e Pray as Daisuke prepares for his new
position. Pray for the speedy granting
of visas for his family.

e Pray for the Lord’s abundant grace
and blessing upon those who are in-
volved, serving and giving in a vari-
ety of ways for returnee ministry.

httos://membership.jcfn.org/

We will be giving to churches, seminaries, and mission orga-
nizations in Japan. Please visit https://bit.ly/GiveURC to apply.
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The Mission
Given to the JCFN

Manabu Nishikori, JCEN Chairman of the Board

As JCFN celebrates its 30th an-
niversary, for me personally there’s
been one very important event in
the nine years that I’ve been serv-
ing as a board member. It was the
start of the Global Returnees Con-
ference, a gathering for returnees in
Japan. At a time when gatherings
for returnees, which had been held
in cooperation with other organiza-
tions, were trying to expand their
focus beyond “returnees,” JCFN
decided to start GRC as an independent organization, thinking
that it would be important to put more emphasis on “serving re-
turnees”. In making such a decision, the JCFN Board of Direc-
tors was concerned about the trust relationship with other orga-
nizations with which we’d been cooperating, finances, and other
1ssues. However, we made the decision in faith that God would
guide us as we stood firm in our mission and core values. God
blessed our decision, and to this day, the ministry is protected
and expanding. We’d like to ask for your continued prayer and
support, in order that JCFN may continue to stand firm in its mis-
sion as JCFN celebrates its 30th anniversary.

Werierst

. If you would
" like to receive

prayer war-
rior letter through LINE, please
scan the QR code below to register.
(Japanese Only)

Help bring joy this season

Buy your gifts at AmazonSmile and Amazon donates
amazonsmile
~~——>~"1

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of

your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to «

Japanese Christian Fellowship Network
whenever you shop on AmazonSmile.

I can't wait to be an
adult so that I don't
have to deal with school
or homework...

Well, actually being an adult is not as
easy as you think it is because you have
to go to work, provide for
your family and you'll
have other
responsibilities
as well.

I see... That is very compelling.
Your words hold a lot of weight
because you are an adult.
T'll try not to grow
up too fast.

Oh, I wish I could go back to being a child,
so I wouldn't have to go to work or have
any responsibilities...

There is a time for everything, and a season
for every activity under the heavens.”
- Ecclesiastes 3-1-



