


I participated in the C-link ses-
sions on the second and third days of
GRC23. I went out of simple curiosity
about what those involved in follow-
up to returnee Christians were doing,
and although I wouldn’t be able to
contribute to the discussion, I was hop-
ing to hear what they had to say.

On the third day, there section when
we shared the experiences of returnee
Christians who had been unsuccessful
in their follow-up. While I was liv-
ing in Australia, I became interested
in Christianity and started attending
church after returning to Japan, but I

After each EC, I think, “I want to
be more consistently involved with
youth!” “I want to interact more with
the leaders and grow with them!”
Since I moved to California, the Lord
has been fulfilling both of those desires
and prayers. There have been WINGS
monthly events, weekly ZOOM Bible

Wakana Mori (JCFN member in Aichi Pref.)

had stopped attending. I shared with
the group why I had stopped. I don’t
know if it was helpful to the people in
the group, but they listened to my sto-
ry of failure very seriously, and I was
grateful. When I shared this with the
small group, the members responded
from their own perspectives, either
sympathizing with me or sharing their
thoughts from a different viewpoint.
Even now, I still feel some self-blame,
but through such sharing, I realized that
a calm feeling toward my own failures
has been born within me. I could never
have done that on my own.

BRC2S G-Ik

Looking back on my first participa-
tion in GRC18 through GRC21 and
GRC23, I have come to realize that
God has been working in me through-
out my entire journey so far. I can look
back on the past and see that I failed at
times, that I didn’t do well, and even
now about times when [ still regret my
sin.

Honestly, I still haven’t fully ad-
justed to the Japanese church, and I’'m
pretty much stuck with just attending
church, going to services, giving of-
ferings, and so on. The American and
Japanese churches have different ways
of nurturing their congregations, and
I still have questions about the direc-
tion of the Japanese church, and I am
still unable to get deeply involved in
the church. As I pray and seek answers
to these questions in my future, it was
meaningful for me to realize that God
is working throughout my whole walk
of faith.

Manami Seki (Youth North America Associate Staff)

studies and devotions started by staff
and youth leaders who served at EC.
We also began monthly youth leader
meetings, prayer meetings, and lead-
ership training, which grew our team-
work, and we are afire for the Lord and
youth.

Through EC22 and the summer
retreat, the Lord revealed to us that
change in the leaders will bring change
in the youth. When the youth feel that
they are loved and accepted by the lead-
ers, they begin to open their hearts to
the leaders, which leads them to open
their hearts to God. When the leaders
pour out their hearts before the Lord
in prayer and worship, the youth were
also led to heartfelt prayer and wor-
ship. This prepared their hearts for the
Holy Spirit to work in them. Through
the leaders serving the Lord with joy
and sacrifice, the youth were given the
same desire, “I want to become a per-
son who serves the Lord like that!”

I saw when those who serve are fired
up by the Holy Spirit, equipped by the
Lord, and transformed servant of the
Lord, ministry is filled with gratitude



and joy. Following the example of the
Lord, who has already shown us how to
serve, and continuing to be transformed
into His likeness will lead to the trans-

Entering a New Phase

The Ministry in Japan had seen
a significant reduction of in-person
meetings due to COVID infection
prevention measures. Following a de-
lay of about six months to a year as
compared to North America, in-per-
son events have gradually resumed.
However, instead of simply returning
to face-to-face interactions, this year
marks a new phase where efforts are
being explored in unprecedented ways
while also being mindful of infection
prevention.

The Global Returnees Conference
(GRC23), held from May 3 to 6, and
marked the first in-person event since
2018. Despite facing challenges of in-

In North America, I recently com-
pleted itinerant ministry to Michigan,
Vancouver, and Seattle. While revis-
iting the ministry in Michigan, I was
reminded of JCFN’s responsibility in
connecting with expatriates and their
families. One church has over 150
women participating in ESL classes
every week. While 99% of them are
non-believers and attend for the pur-
pose of learning English. However,
they experience the love of Christians
there, hear the Gospel, and their hearts
are transformed. Only a handful come
to faith during their 3-5 year stay; the
rest is sowing the seeds of the gospel.
A local church in the US arranges this
and involves over 40 volunteers annu-
ally.

What JCFN can do is to inform
Japanese churches about the reality

formation in the next generation of be-
lievers (youth). The Kingdom of God
will be built through the continuation
of transmission of faith across genera-

Maki Goto, Japan Director

fection prevention, around 240 partici-
pants were able to gather at Hotel Ev-
ergreen Fuji, located in the foothills of
Mount Fuji in Yamanashi Prefecture,
and spend a blessed time together. Un-
der the theme “Celebrate: Invitation
from God,” messages were shared, fol-
lowed by deep sharing and fellowship
through breakout sessions, networking,
and small groups. Participants shared
their stories, received encouragement,
and went home refreshed.

A student who served as an intern
for the past year since June of last
year also contributed to follow-up,
small groups, local gatherings, and the
GRC23 event. Her internship conclud-

Setsu Shimizu, North America Director

of overseas Japanese mission work,
request prayers, and establish connec-
tions with churches at the assignment
locations of expatriate families return-
ing to Japan (since their location is pre-
determined due to job transfers). This
helps them smoothly integrate into a
church setting, especially if there are
English classes in the church. It also
helps in maintaining connections be-
fore their departure to the US.

In Vancouver, | heard that youth and
young adults are experiencing rapid
spiritual growth. Many of them are
second or third-generation Japanese-
Canadians, born in Canada and raised
bilingually and biculturally. Similar
to youth ministry in the US, they are
the ones who will carry the next gen-
eration of Japanese churches. I pray
that JCFN can assist in nurturing their

tions and discipleship (2 Timothy 2:2).
Please pray for the youth and their
youth leaders! We’re looking forward
to seeing how the Lord will use them!

ed safely at the end of May. We pray
for more interns like her, who will car-
ry the burden of ministry, and for souls
to be called to serve as leaders.

And since 2014, Chihiro Okada has
continued as the JCFN Japan Director,
but from July 1, she was succeeded
by me, Maki Goto. Chihiro’s work as
Japan staff will continue. We express
gratitude for her service as the Japan
Representative Director thus far and
ask for prayers for me as I began my
journey as the new Japan Director will
be upheld.

Prayer Request

The Ministry in Japan has entered a
new phase in various aspects. Pray that
the ministry ahead will be carried out
with wisdom and strength from the
Lord.

faith growth and their passion for mis-
sion. While the specifics are not yet
clear, I hope for an opportunity, even
as a small step, to facilitate a connec-
tion across North America during this
year’s EC (Equipper Conference).

Student outreach is also progressing
as the new academic year begins. [ aim
to support leaders involved in minis-
tries in Atlanta, Seattle, Chicago, Cali-
fornia, and more. Additionally, EC23
is scheduled for the end of the year.
Please also pray for the preparations
for this event.

Prayer Request

May God bless the work of each of
the international students, expatriates
and their families, and youth minis-
tries. Please pray that JCFN will be
able to discern and serve in these areas
of overseas Japanese missions. Pray
that more workers and leaders will be
raised up.



Each staff update is constructed as follows. Name . Title . Update . Prayer Requests

North America Director

o |

It’s a joyful season
. for me as an ex-
trovert as face-to-
face meetings have
become  possible.
Taking advantage
of this season of
various  in-person
opportunities, I'm
venturing to differ-
ent places, connecting with people, and together we listen
to God’s voice, and cherish moments of prayer together in
person.

Amidst these experiences, I came to realize that my minis-
try has unconsciously taken a defensive stance, focusing on
what I’m able to do within the bounds of my understanding.
Ministry, I believe, includes not only performing tasks I’'m
able to do, but also experiencing the work of God that tran-
scends my abilities, especially when led by His hand.

I look forward to the Lord’s leading so that He will give me
the focus and flexibility that I need for me right now!

(1) Pray that I would be able to listen to the voice of the
Lord, not rely on my own understanding, and engage in
ministry with anticipation of what the Lord will do.

(2) Please pray for more workers, especially for the next
generation.

(3) May God guide us as a couple in local ministry and
church ministry. Pray for more co-workers.

Yuko Ozeki

North America Staff

This has been a
year of transition
—S______ for me in many
Ly O aspects. My  hus-
4= band’s work, our
- children’s growth,
various changes in
church and minis-
_ try... Amid all this,

one significant rou-
tine for me to sustain my life is personal and group spiritual
direction. Listening to God, my own voice, and to people
around me — the accumulation of such experiences not
only contributes to my personal spiritual growth but also
enriches my journey within ministry, including C-WIT (Si-
lent Retreat) and many other events that I’ve been part of
with JCEN this past year. As our children enter their teen
years and engage in ministries like EC and WINGS as ac-
tive participants, rather than just tagging along with Mom
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& Dad, the dynamics of our family’s involvement in JCFN
have become more multifaceted and I’m grateful for this. I
continue to pray that the upcoming year will be one where
we walk with reliance upon God.

(1) To be able to listen to the Lord daily, trust in Him, and
walk the path with joy, developing ministries from there.

(2) Protection for my family and the passing of faith to my
children.

(3) Salvation and protection for our families in Japan.

Yuko’s Blog: http://blog.goo.ne.jp/ftfyuko2

Daisuke Tsuchida

North America Staff

Thank you for
your prayers. Al-
though our move
was challenging,
we’ve found a new
place and have
|| started to settle
into our new liv-
ing environment.
¢ We used to share
expenses with two
Americans who lived with us, so there are changes in our
finances since we don’t live with others. However, also, we
look forward to new encounters and connections that God
will provide in our new location.

This year, EC (Equipper Conference) will be held. The
same as last year, I'm serving as the executive director of
the planning committee. This time we changed the location
from the previous camp site, and it will be held at the Pine
Valley Bible Conference Center. The planning committee is
working hard to prepare for this year-end event.

Moreover, we’re also looking forward to regional ministry in At-
lanta. Collaborating with churches and other organizations, we’re
excited to see how the Lord’s work will continue to progress even
more powerfully.

(1) May our children make good friends at their new
schools!.

(2) May EC23 be used mightily by God and serve as a trans-




formative time for all the attendees and volunteers.

(3) May our financial needs be met every month, and may
new supporters join us as they are led by the Lord.

Japan Director

I’ve been in-
volved in JCFN
ministry in the
Lord’s protection
during the fiscal
year 2022. As |
reach my 25th
year as JCFN
{ staff (a quarter-
' century?!), I'm

strongly remind-
ed that my journey so far isn’t my doing, but rather a result
of God’s mercy. Furthermore, I’m motivated to continue my
work with a renewed heart, ensuring that all my future ef-
forts only reflect God’s glory.

Having gradually emerged from the challenges of the pan-
demic in the fiscal year 2022, I’'m convinced that the minis-
try in the fiscal year 2023 shouldn’t merely aim to return to
the pre-pandemic state but rather expand towards utilizing
the lessons learned from the pandemic in our work.

I’m also thankful that through many prayers, our family is
also walking in the Lord’s protection.

(1) Smooth transitions and handover of the responsiblities
of JCFN Japan Director.

(2) May the health of my wife and children will continue to
be protected, allowing them to grow as a family that reflects
God’s glory.

(3) That my mother’s life in the care facility will continue
to be protected.

Japan Staff

At Chofu Baptist
Church, my sending
| church and where I
serve as a mission-
&% ary has been without
| apastor, I decided to
/| focus on my work at
i| the church. Sixteen
years after being in-
stalled as JCFN staff
in 2007, currently
I’ve greatly reduced
my JCFN ministries and will focus on administrative duties
from the 2023 fiscal year.

GRC23 was held in person for the first time in five years,
and in addition to joyfully celebrating reunions and new en-
counters through the theme, “Celebrate”, it was also a time
for me to rejoice and celebrate the life of my father, who

had fallen ill and was taken to heaven shortly after the con-
ference. My elder daughter entered elementary school, my
younger daughter started kindergarten, and my husband, a
high school teacher, is now the head of the grade. As we
walk through these changes as a family, I’'m grateful to be
able to taste and see God’s faithfulness guiding us.

(1) For the health and faith of my family to be strengthened.

(2) For development of the administrative structure of JCFN
Japan.

(3) For ministry at the church.

Japan Staff

Praise the name
of the Lord! Thank
9 you for remem-
§ bering us in your
prayers.

The theme,
“New wine skin”
was spoken to me
- about five years
ago and [ asked
God what it meant.
Somehow I’'m beginning to understand the meaning of new
wine skin (?). Through GRC23 in May and Kanto Gathering
GiFT in July, I’ve been praying and asking God what I can do
now for the next generation (teens and early 20’s). I hope to
be prepared daily so that I can be used at the Lord’s best time.

We moved this spring, ending our two-location lifestyle, and
have been blessed with visitors and the abundance of fellowship
in the Lord. We would be happy if our home would have an open
feeling and be used for ministry.

(1) May God’s wisdom be given to us and may the Holy
Spirit guide us in our daily life.

(2) That we may meet more returnees and be led into mis-
sionary work with them.

(3) Pray that all ministry needs will be provided.

North America Associate Staff (MI)

e The year 2022
for our family was
in many ways was
the year of finally
* getting back to nor-
mal after COVID.
At the same time,
.4 there are some ar-
eas of our lives that
are irrevocably changed. We’re continuing to seek guidance
for ministry and in our personal relationships with God in
this new normal. One of the highlights this past year was to
see how our oldest son was blessed by the youth program at
Central Conference in May. Also in July, my husband and [
are blessed with the opportunity to renew our wedding vows
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on our 15th anniversary. We pray that as the children grow
and our life stage changes, we may continue to walk ever
closer to the unchanging God as a family.

(1) To invite God in to work on our closest relationships
with as a couple and family.

(2) To see the hand of God at work in our hectic lives and
be thankful.

(3) The spiritual and physical health of family members.

North America Assosiate Staff (Leadership)
2™ This year was an
interesting year
where [ got to be
part of the ministry
from afar! Because
of my job obliga-
tions, I wasn’t able
to attend EC nor
& WIT which was
¢ weird and sad for

me — as a person
who loves anything JCFN! Although I wasn’t able to at-
tend the retreats, [’'m so thankful for the encouragement I
received through being able to be part of planning meetings.
Thankfully, I’ll be going to EC23 at the end of the year.
I’m beyond excited to be able to experience an in-person
EC after four years. With my job, I had an opportunity to
go on a short-term mission trip to Eastern Europe this sum-
mer. It was an amazing trip where I was able to reflect on
many things, including what it means to serve, do ministry
in community, and to really lean on the Holy Spirit.

(1) That I will be able to pay attention to the leading of the
Holy Spirit.

(2) For my faith in His power/strength to increase.

(3) That I will be able to raise up the next generation well.

North America Associate Staff (C-WIT)

Thank you all
from the bottom of
my heart for your
prayers. This year,
we’ve already had
our spring and
summer online
C-WIT, a time of
quiet and grace
" sharing. There are
two more 1.5 hour online C-WIT scheduled in October and
January. Participants from all over the world, from inter-
national students to those of my age who are entering the
autumn of their lives, are given the opportunity to spend a
time of grace to savor each “holy and ordinary day”. With
each session, our relationship with God grows deeper, and |
look forward to future C-WITs.

This year, I started working with autistic children and have
been given the opportunity to spend time with them as if |
were spending time with “little Jesus.” I’m still getting used
to it, but I pray that I can bridge the gap smoothly.

(1) In addition to café ministry, may we be given the op-
portunities to reach out to international students, youth, and
expatriate families so that they will be saved.

(2) That the attendees of C-WIT and EC will be restored and
renewed in the Lord, and that they will have an blessed time.

(3) That I will cherish the rhythms of grace so that [ may be
healthy in soul and body.

Manami Seki
North America Associate Staff (Youth)

Thank you for your
prayers for the minis-
try and for the youth!
This year, we con-
y tinued to have youth
events in Southern
California, as well as
weekly ZOOM devo-
tions and Bible stud-
ies. We also started
a new ministry called
“NEXGEN” last year, which is for the people who have
a heart for middle and high school students! We do Bible
studies, seminars, prayer for the youth and for each other.
We’re looking forward to growing together. Over the past
year, [’ve seen the blessings of leader’s growth leading to
youth’s growth and making a big difference. I’'m looking
forward to seeing what the Lord is going to do through the
youth!

(1) That the Lord’s love and wisdom would enable me to put
Proverbs 27:23 into practice.

(2) That the Lord of the harvest will send out laborers (youth
leaders) into His harvest.

(3) For the spiritual growth of youth leaders and youth.

Japan Associate Staff (SG)

I’'ve graduated
from the ministry
\ of GiFT, which I
have been involved
° in as a core mem-
| ber for many years,
passing it on to the
younger  genera-
w® tion. The network-
" ing group 1 facili-
tated at GRC23
continues to meet today, and I’'m moving forward with the
hope that something new will be born from this. The num-
ber of returnees had been decreasing due to COVID19, but
as the situation is gradually recovering, I hope we can create



a new way to receive returnees. ’d like to continue with the
ministry that [’'m able to do now, seeking God’s wisdom.

(1) That my health may be protected and that I may continue
in ministry.

(2) That I may be able to work in line with God’s purpose.

(3) That I may be able to meet those who need follow-up
and continue to support them.

Japan Associate Staff (Kanto)

I’'m finishing up
my 6.5-month
home assignment
in America and
have a little bit of
fund raising left
to do. I’ll return to
Japan on October
| 20th to my apart-

ment in Higashi
Kurume. In addi-
tion to visiting many supporting churches and meeting new
ones, I made my first trip to Kansas to meet new supporters.
I have still been involved in my Tokyo church online, and
look forward to getting back together with them in-person.
I will spend the last month in America, attending BBQs and
other events with people in my hometown area. I look for-
ward to EC 2022.

(1) Easy transition to Japan.
(2) Full missionary support with TEAM.
(3) Good Health & sleep.

Japan Associate Staff (Chugoku area)

W Sing Praises to the
" Lord!

It’s been inspiring
to finally be able
to gather in person.

! Through EC22,
B CC23 and also
GRC23. 1 always
want to learn new
ways to be creative
to reach out to Returnees coming back to Japan. New lead-
ers and mature leaders are led by the Lord to serve, I hope
I can encourage them. I’'m praying to hear the Lord’s voice
more as [ serve Him here in Japan and be ready for each
new day.

(1) Pray for daily guidance from the Lord as I serve.

(2) Pray that I may meet more more returnees and and be
able to encourage those seek God and those new in their
faith.

(3) Pray for full missionary support.

Chisato Tateyama
UK Associate Staff (London)

We’ve been wit-
~ nessing to Japanese
in London for 15
years already. In-
cluding our time
evangelizing as
students in Man-
chester, a total of 20
years. At the begin-
ning, though I had a
passion for evangelism to the Japanese, I was young in my
faith, and I’'m thankful that God took compassion on me and
still chose to use me.

The highlight of this year was the baptism of an 18 year
old boy who previously wanted to be baptised at age 16
but faced opposition from his family. Having persuaded his
non-christian Japanese parents and grandparents, he was fi-
nally baptized, we’d been waiting 2 years for this.

A Japanese Christian who moved from London to New
Zealand had trouble finding a church. However, recently we
heard that not only she was led to a church as we had prayed,
but also she met three other Japanese Christians there!

As a personal update, I was ordained this year in June.
Though my role and calling have not changed, my role has
become more official than before and I pray that this will
lead to wider opportunities to serve the Lord.

(1) To listen to God’s voice and conduct myself with a godly heart.
(2) That I"d fulfill the mission God has given me with joy.
(3) For protection of mind, body and spirit.

K dfacebook. (@) Instagram
Ofy Ol

[=]
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mastercard

Now you can donate through Credit Card
Payment online!

Japan:
https://jcfn.org/donationJP
North America:
http://bit.ly/GiveJCFNonlineUS

To cover the cost of the process fee, please
consider to choose the option that includes
the fee.
Thankyouforyoursupportandunderstanding!
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Manabu Nishikori, Pastor of New Jersey Japanese Christian Church

It is that time of year again
when the new school year in
the U.S. begins and students
return to their campuses.
" While there is a growing sense
of anticipation that the Corona
disaster is almost over and
“normalcy has returned, now
it’s time to get on with it,” I
believe that the results of the
! damage (not all damage, but
many blessings as well) that we have suffered over the past
three years are becoming visible. I’ve seen news headlines
in the U.S. general media over the past few months that ask,
“Why are fewer people attending church?” Why are young
people not going to church anymore?” and “Why are mid-
dle-aged people not going to church anymore?” and other
items that stand out. Most recently, a valuable evangelical
seminary in the vicinity of New York was suddenly closed
due to financial difficulties, and international students who
had been studying there were transferred to seminaries in
other areas. Also, perhaps due to the recent depreciation of

¢ BN

the yen against the U.S. dollar, it seems that people who
come here for study or business are not returning all at once.

The situation is completely different from 30 years ago,
when JCFN started, and it reminds us that we should be flex-
ible in responding to “things that need to be changed” and
walk with importance to “things that remain unchanged.
And the church has seen God’s work beyond our thoughts
in the midst of headwinds all the time. Even in the midst of
storms, we have heard His voice, “Trust in Me.” Please pray
that JCFN will continue to stand on that faith, trust in the
Lord, and fulfill its mission.

As we ask each year in this annual report, JCFN staff
members raise their own support to provide for their daily
needs. There are also many other needs for the ministry.
Given that the ministry targets primarily students, we des-
perately need support from everyone other than those who
are currently the target of the ministry. We ask that you pray
for the ministers who are giving their lives to the Lord, that
they will not have to interrupt their ministry or worry about
money in their daily work, and that all of their needs will be
met.

[w] If you would
like to receive
= '!"i'":: prayer warrior
L letter through
b LINE, please
" scan the QR

code below to register.

(Japanese Only)

Please Sign Up for
“Supporting
Membership” !

The term of this membership is from July to
June no matter which month you submitted
the application. If you are willing to support
JCFN ministry with annual support offering
of $30 (3,000 yen), please take this opportu-
nity and become a supporting member!!

[How to sign up for “Supporting Mem-
bership”]

https://membership.jcfn.org

e For those who already have regular mem-
bership:

Please use the link above to log in to your ac-
count, confirm your registration details, and
proceed to remit your pledge donation.

e For those who are not a regular member:

Equippér Co erence 2023
2023/ 12//27"}'024/ 1/4 equipper.org

- )
I,’ ‘

L4 LY

Please click on the link above to register as
a general member. After that, please proceed
to the pledge donation remittance.




