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As a Prepared Vessel

The COVID-19 pandemic had a 
significant worldwide impact, and the 
Christian community was also forced 
to adjust its ministry structure un-
dergoing substantial changes. Since 
last year, rather than returning to pre-
pandemic methods, we entered a new 
phase. With our ministries reevaluating 
and adjusting their methods to suit the 
present reality. At the onset of the pan-
demic, the number of Japanese people 
going abroad dramatically decreased, 
and as a result, the number of return-
ees also decreased. However, after the 
lessening of the pandemic and its re-
strictions and the increase of in-person 
gatherings, interaction with those who 
hadn’t been reached online is slowly 
increasing. I feel strongly that this isn’t 
about returning to the way things were 
but about developing a new frame-
work.

In September 2023, the 7th Japan 
Congress on Evangelism was held in 
Gifu, and the awareness of the work 
of returnees was significantly raised. 

In Kanagawa, a gathering called Kon-
nect began last fall to welcome new 
returnees. The Tokyo area gathering 
GiFT has also begun to hold regular in-
person events, and in addition to gath-
erings, a comfortable and casual meal 
fellowship called “Chill” has been in-
troduced. In the Tokai region, Inspire 
Union has continued monthly prayer 
meetings, and in April, a seminar titled 
“Understanding Returnee Christians” 
was organized by some core members 
of Inspire Union and others, providing 
a valuable opportunity for churches in 
the Tokai region to deepen their under-
standing of returnee Christians. This 
also led to plans for holding in-person 
gatherings once again.

On the other hand, online gatherings 
are being held regularly. In the Chu-
goku, Shikoku, and Kyushu regions, 
monthly meetings are taking place. 
There are also fellowships aimed at 
people in their 20’s in the Chugoku re-
gion. The online conference GRC21, 
held during the pandemic, led to the 
creation of a group for those over 
age 35, called R35+, which had been 
paused since last fall but resumed on-
line this spring.

Furthermore, during the Golden 
Week May 4 to 6, 2025, the Global Re-
turnees Conference (GRC) is planned, 
and preparations are steadily under-
way.

With the increasing number of peo-
ple traveling abroad currently, it’s easy 
to anticipate that the number of return-
ees will also increase in the coming 
years. Within this context, what needs 
to be done in Japan now, is to prepare 
the vessels to welcome those return-
ing. This is the time, and it is a matter 
that must continue to be given careful 
attention.

Report from Japan	 Maki Goto, Japan Director

The ministry to the Japanese Dias-
pora  and returnees is closely related. 
In addition, the types of individuals 
going abroad significantly influence 
the ministry’s target audience and its 
atmosphere. We need to remember to 
pray, seek guidance from the Lord, and 
proceed with our missionary work ac-
cordingly.
Japanese International Students: Af-
ter COVID-19, international students 
are returning, but due to the weak yen, 
the situation in the U.S. has changed 
greatly as compared to pre-pandemic. 
The decreased numbers of interna-

tional students and shortened length 
of study remain challenges. It appears 
that affluent students may not require 
much assistance, making relationship-
building quite challenging. Further-
more, short-term study programs are 
now a race against time, leading to 
an even quicker turnover of students, 
which poses challenges for sharing the 
Gospel.
Expatriates: While the numbers are 
gradually returning to pre-COVID 
levels, the impact of the weak yen has 
led to cuts in personnel costs and al-
lowances. As a result, there appears 
to be an increase in younger expatri-
ates, many of whom are young couples 
without children. They have plenty of 
time, energy, and curiosity, showing 
great interest in Bible studies. Since 
many of them are young couples while 
in the US, they start to have children, it 
appears that the Lord is providing op-
portunities to share the Gospel by of-
fering specific help.

Oceania and Europe: Oceania is 
popular for international students and 
working holiday visa holders.  The 
“Rejoice Together” Conference was 
held in Melbourne. We had the op-
portunity to share the importance of 
preparing returnees to be sent back to 
Japan and how to follow up with them 
after their return. This network contin-
ues to expand. In addition, the first re-
turnee conference in Europe is sched-
uled for March 2025. It will be exciting 
to see returnees, local supporters, and 
Japanese churches come together to 
learn about Japanese returning home 
to Japan.

The work in North America continues 
as the network expands further into Oce-
ania and Europe. Our Lord knows the 
needs. Please join us in prayer that the 
Lord will send workers for the harvest.

Report from North America  
Setsu Shimizu, North America Director

Rejoice TogetherRejoice Together
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JCFN Staff Update
Setsu Shimizu	Setsu Shimizu	 North America Director

Recently, my motto 
is, “Return to the ba-
sics. Seek the Lord’s 
grace earnestly and 
humbly.” As I grow 
older and gain more 
experience, there are 
things that I under-
stand and can do bet-
ter. At the same time, 

I feel that repeated experiences sometimes hinder me from 
seeing the blessings of God right before my eyes. Even in 
situations that repeat, I’m led to pray to rely on God afresh 
and follow Him each and every time.
This is my 30th year working with JCFN, yet my church 

life, where my husband serves as a pastor just entered its 
4th year, and everything is still new. It’s a struggle just to 
remember people’s names, and there are many things I don’t 
understand. Amidst this, I enjoy the process of figuring out 
how to support my pastor husband, as a church member, and 
how to live and serve as a Christian. 
(1) That I may humbly listen to the Lord’s voice and ear-
nestly seek His grace.
(2) That God will raise up people who have hearts for Japa-
nese mission outside of Japan and returnees ministries.
(3) That I will be equipped as a helper to support my hus-
band’s work and we may grow as a family of God with each 
individual in the church we are sent to.

Yuko Ozeki	Yuko Ozeki	 North America Staff
This year, I feel 

that our family has 
overcome a series 
of challenges. My 
husband’s new job 
has begun to stabi-
lize, and my older 
daughter was bap-
tized at EC23 last 
year. I also sense 
that the C-WIT 
ministry, which has 
quietly continued 

until now, is more established. At the same time, the English 
Cafe, which ran for seven years, ended.
Amid all this, I began taking accounting classes at a com-

munity college starting this summer. Returning to student 
life after 25 years is a big shift for me. I see this as a first 
step as  “senior” staff toward strengthening administration 
of JCFN. This will help create a supportive environment for 
new interns and staff. I hope to continue being involved in 
EC and local ministry as well. Praise the Lord! 
(1) To be filled with the Holy Spirit and serve the Lord more 
and more as a family.

(2) For the salvation of our family members in Japan.
(3) For discernment and guidance in the ministries I will be 
involved in.
Yuko’s Blog:  http://blog.goo.ne.jp/fffyuko2
 
Daisuke Tsuchida	Daisuke Tsuchida	 North America Staff 

Thank you for 
your prayers. In 
the last year, we’ve 
moved to a new lo-
cation in Georgia 
and have been able 
to start new work 
with local churches 
and American mis-
sionaries. Most im-
portantly, we have 
been able to con-

nect with more Japanese families and meet new Japanese peo-
ple who move to the area. We’ve also started a new ministry in 
the community. We hope to be used in both ministry and rela-
tionships with those who have limited time to stay in the area.
EC will be held at the end of the year again, and I will serve as 

the executive director for the third time. We have been prepar-
ing for the conference with all the planning committee members. 
The theme for the conference will focus on our “pride,” and to-
gether as a team we are preparing for God’s EC!
(1) That local ministries will be utilized and that cooperation 
will be strengthened.
(2) That many volunteers will be provided for EC, and they 
will also be used in their respective roles.
(3) That the visa application process will go smoothly and 
that God would protect this process.	

Maki Goto	Maki Goto	 Japan Director
It’s been a year 

since I began 
working as a Ja-
pan Director in 
2023. I’m grate-
ful for the sup-
port and blessing 
from the Lord. 
Focusing on one 
thing aligns more 
with my nature, 

so it has been somewhat unfamiliar and awkward to advance 
as a Japan Director while keeping track of developments in 
Japan, North America, and worldwide. However, this has 
also provided many learning opportunities. This year, there 
have been more in-person meetings and events for JCFN 
and other groups, leading to new connections and a deeper 
experience of the unity of the Body of Christ. 
I’m thankful to the Lord for protecting and blessing my 

family over the past year. Seeing my children steadily ad-
vancing on their respective paths encourages me to strive to 
grow even more than them, and I’m grateful for this motiva-
tion in my daily life.
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(1) That the work as a Japan director will continue to be 
protected and aligned with the Lord’s will.
(2) That my wife and children’s physical and spiritual well-
being are continually protected, enabling them to walk in 
fruitful ways.
(3) That my mother’s life in her care facility remains safe-
guarded.

Chihiro Okada	Chihiro Okada	 Japan Staff
During this fiscal 

year, I will com-
plete my 5th term 
(18 years) as JCFN 
staff, having begun 
in 2007. At the end 
of this term, I will 
be resigning from 
JCFN. During my 
6 years as North 
American staff and 
now 12 years as 
Japan staff, I’ve 

learned a lot, experienced a lot, and been transformed by 
God. It’s uncertain what I will do afterward, but I pray to be 
involved in pastoral ministry through the church. I’d like to 
thank everyone who has prayed for and supported me.
 My husband continues his work as a high school teacher, 

teaching Christianity. Our eldest daughter is is in second 
grade, and our younger daughter is in kindergarten, both are 
growing up to be girls who love to care for those around 
them, perhaps influenced by their parents.
(1) For my last year as JCFN staff that I may serve God 
faithfully.
(2) For my future direction after I resign as JCFN staff. 
Please pray that I will be able to follow where God leads me.
(3) For each family member to love God and love our neigh-
bors.

Shiori Kisangala	Shiori Kisangala	 Japan Staff 
Thank you for 

continually keeping 
us in your prayers. 
After much prayer 
and preparation, 
we have launched 
a regional meeting 
called ‘Konnect’ in 
Kanagawa Prefec-
ture, with the pur-
pose of connecting 
with God, people, 

and churches. Each time we gather, every two months, we experi-
ence extraordinary miracles and testimonies about the goodness 
of God. 

I’ve also begun hosting an in-person small group at the JCFN 
office. I’m honored to have been selected as the conference di-
rector for GRC25. We have begun preparation for the conference. 
Although many new initiatives have begun, I’ve decided to scale 
back my ministry for six months to focus on my deputation.  “The 

Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord 
be praised.” (Job 1:21)  I pray that only the Lord’s work will ad-
vance, not my own ministry, and that I will be ready to serve when-
ever the Lord needs me.
(1) Pray that God grants wisdom and for the Holy Spirit 
guidance in our daily lives. 
(2) Pray that we may connect with more returnees and be led 
into mission work with them. 
(3) Pray that all our ministry needs will be provided.
 
Megumi Kurata	Megumi Kurata	 North America Associate Staff (MI)

We are con-
tinuing to work 
slowly in coop-
eration with the 
local ministries 
as opportunities 
arise. Looking 
back over the past 
year, we have had 
much to reflect on 

as we witnessed a ministry reduced in size with the passing 
of the wife of the pastor with whom we were blessed to have 
a long-term friendship and cooperative working relationship. 
At the same time we were greatly encouraged by the expo-
nential growth of youth in different ministries from various 
areas, such as the Central Conference, Michigan Bible Camp, 
and Equipper Conference. As a parent of children in the youth 
generation, I’m so thankful for the grace of God, who pours 
into the next generation of Japanese-speaking Christians. It 
is our fervent hope that we can participate in the work of the 
Holy Spirit and witness the handiwork of God.  
(1) For each family member to experience who God is and 
be transformed to gain a deeper connection with the Lord. 
(2) To be equipped as a disciple who serves other disciples. 
(3) For wisdom and mercy as we support our boys who will 
enter high school and middle school this Fall.     
  
Kristine ReddingtonKristine Reddington

North America Assosiate Staff (Leadership)
This year, I was 

involved with 
the WIT leader-
ship camp and EC 
again. It was my 
first EC since CO-
VID, and there 
were so many new 
faces I hadn’t seen 
before. Through the 
experience, I was 
reminded that God 

is raising up the next generation. For WIT, we held it at an 
Airbnb for the first time. We felt like a big family during 
the four days we were together. One night, we sang worship 
songs late into the night, which felt very special.
What particularly stood out to me this year was the way the 

WIT staff looked to God throughout the camp. They dem-
onstrated by example that, as leaders, we especially need 
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to seek God.  As I watched leaders from various places in-
teract, I was reminded of the power of gathering with other 
believers, and this is why we do WIT.
(1) Pray that I can stop for God before I can stop for people.
(2) Pray that God will give me wisdom in how I use my 
time, so that I know whom to be with and where I should be.
(3) This year is my 10th year as InterVarsity staff. Pray that 
God will give me wisdom for my future as I reflect on what 
God has done through this ministry. 

Makiko Nakao	Makiko Nakao	North America Associate Staff (Northern Cal.)
Thank you very 

much for your 
prayers. This year, 
WINGS, youth 
ministry for third- 
culture kids took 
place in Northern 
California, pro-
viding them with 
the opportunity 
to encourage each 

other after the camp and retreat. This has been an opportu-
nity for the youth to grow in their faith and share the gospel 
with their friends, as well as an important source of encour-
agement to other local churches. 
C-WIT, which is held seasonally, has become well attend-

ed, with new participants joining each time. When those 
who serve the Lord in their respective churches are bur-
dened with burdens they cannot carry, or when they don’t 
have time to come before the Lord, the regular C-WIT re-
stores the rhythm of grace and provides them with an abun-
dant time for them. This year, I’m in the midst of a juggling 
act, between church that is finally getting busier, and parent-
ing and work. I look forward to new chapters to see how the 
Lord will prepare and use me before becoming an empty 
nester next year.  
(1) Please pray for the salvation of local church youth, inter-
national students returning to Japan, expats and their families.
(2) Please pray for my family’s health and that our steps will 
be protected and spiritually prepared.
(3) Please pray that I will hear the Lord’s voice and serve 
Him with thanksgiving and joy.   
 
Manami Seki	Manami Seki	 North America Associate Staff (Youth)

As I prayed and 
sought what the Lord 
wanted to do through 
me, I was strongly 
reminded of my long-
standing passion for 
“raising up the next 
generation of lead-
ers.” While I was 
passing down the po-
sition of youth direc-
tor at EC and other 

ministries, I discovered that I was pregnant. So even when 
I was unable to be involved in the ministry due to morning 

sickness, I was able to entrust the ministry to the next leaders 
and was reminded that God has makes everything beautiful 
in its time. Youth ministry is now not just in the Torrance 
and Orange County areas, but also extends to Northern Cali-
fornia and San Diego! We look forward to what the Lord is 
going to do through JCFN!
(1) Discipleship training like 2 Timothy 2:2 will be done so 
that new leaders will be developed. 
(2) For wisdom and guidance on how I can do ministry 
while parenting. 
(3) Provision of a car that can carry my child safely to and 
from ministry events. 

Hiromi Kakehashi	Hiromi Kakehashi	 Japan Associate Staff (SG)
We’ve begun a college 

student ministry at our 
church. It took a while 
to spread the word about 
it because our church is 
large, but the number of 
students who come reg-
ularly has been growing 
and the church is becom-
ing more active.
For me personally, my 

cat was diagnosed with 
cancer, which presented 

a challenge both physically and mentally due to the huge 
amount of money and time required for her treatment. Dur-
ing this time, many of my brothers and sisters supported 
the cost of treatment and offered great encouragement. Once 
again, it was a year of thankfulness for having God’s family.
(1) Pray that I can continue in ministry in good health.
(2) Pray that God will enable me to do ministry according 
to His will.
(3) Pray that God will use me where He needs me. 

Etsuko Hotta	Etsuko Hotta	Japan Associate Staff (Chugoku/Shikokku area)
It’s important for 

the Tsu-Na-Gu 
ministry to connect 
with local churches 
and Christian com-
munities overseas. 
For Tsu-Na-Gu 
ministry, I have vis-
ited Australia, New 
Zealand, Malaysia, 
Germany and the 
U.S. during this 

past year, and am thankful to be given the opportunities to 
meet and connect with God’s people whom the Lord has led 
me to. Then, I’m also grateful for the fellowship with return-
ees that God has blessed us with, and we have strengthened 
our relationship through Tsu-Na-Gu. 
As God performs His amazing works by connecting His 

people, I pray that the Child of Peace will be given the con-
nections led by Him.



(1) May connections with Christian communities overseas 
be strengthened and seekers will be able to encounter God, 
and for the faith of returnees to be strengthened.
(2) May the connection of returnees in Chugoku and Shi-
koku be blessed.
(3) For the health and faith of my family to be strengthened.

Roberta Peabody	Roberta Peabody	 Japan Associate Staff (Kanto)
I hope to make more 

connections and net-
work. After the pan-
demic is challenging, 
but there’s new creativ-
ity. It’s amazing to have 
been in Japan for 33 
years by God’s gracious 
mercy. I have new sup-
porting churches in the 
USA. Amazing! I’m 
glad that I choose to 
join Tokyo Life Church 

in 2020 and am energized in ministry and connections there. 
The Connect group for non-Christian returnee guys from 
Minnesota continues to meet  monthly for a meal and con-
versation and I’m the coordinator. Lately I meet both Chris-
tian and non-Christian “senior returnees.” It’s a delight 
spending time with them. As I’m senior too, I’m praying 
about where I can live and minister in the USA when I reach 
that magical retirement age. Continuing ministry to Japa-
nese is important part of my life and calling. I’m praying 
about finding a place in my senior years in the USA. I’m 
excited for new opportunities to serve Japanese both in Ja-
pan and USA that have come up, and the Lord reminds me 
that these are answers to my tiny prayers which He always 
hears. I want to attend conferences to make connections and 
hope to introduce JCFN to a new generation of missionaries 
at Church Planting Institute in Nov. 2024. Also to continue 
to introduce Japanese young adults to EC, so they can make 
their own Christian network for faith & life. I hope to attend 
EC, CC and Michigan Bible Camp.
(1) To faithfully make connections and point people to Jesus
(2) Faithful fundraising and communication with supporters
(3) Timing and location for retiring to America and continu-
ing to minister to Japanese people  

Chisato Tateyama	Chisato Tateyama	 UK Associate Staff (London)
The past year has 

shown me many 
works of God that 
are beyond my 
expectations.
I was unable to 

find the opportu-
nity to restart the 
Alpha course, but 
then I received an 
email from Japan 

inquiring about an online Alpha course. The person was al-
most bedridden due to unfortunate health issues. She was led 
to a confession of faith via Zoom screen during the course.
A married couple was baptised in water after the many 

many years of prayers from their mother. The joyful tears and 
smiles of the mother, who had come to the UK from Japan 
just for the baptism service, touched and encouraged every-
one present.
On a personal note, the interaction with my Buddhist uncle, 

who persuaded all of my Buddhist relatives to hold a Chris-
tian funeral for my mother, who was a Jehovah’s Witness, 
was a miraculous event for me, and a powerful reminder of 
God’s mercy.
(1) Please pray that I can further reach out to Japanese peo-
ple overseas and share the good news with them!
(2) May I be able to serve God and others where I am placed!
(3) May I be able to listen to the Lord’s voice and obey Him! 

Takako Narcisa	Takako Narcisa	North America Office Staff Candidate

Our office staff candidate has begun her support 
raising!  Please keep her in your prayers.
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Now you can donate through Credit Card Payment 
online!
Japan: Japan: https://jcfn.org/donationJP
North America: North America: http://bit.ly/GiveJCFNonlineUS
To cover the cost of the process fee, please 
consider to choose the option that includes the fee. 
Thank you for your support and understanding!

JCFN



If you would like to re-
ceive prayer warrior letter 
through LINE, please scan 
the QR code below to reg-
ister. (Japanese Only)

Please Sign Up for “Supporting  
Membership” !

The term of this membership is from July to June no 
matter which month you submitted the application. 
If you are willing to support JCFN ministry with an-
nual support offering of $40 (4,000 yen), please take 
this opportunity and become a supporting member!!
[How to sign up for “Supporting Membership”]

https://membership.jcfn.org
● For those who already have regular membership:
Please use the link above to log in to your account, 
confirm your registration details, and proceed to re-
mit your pledge donation.
● For those who are not a regular member:
Please click on the link above to register as a general 
member. After that, please proceed to the pledge do-
nation remittance.

In July, I visited Japan for 
the first time in five years. It 
was my first summer visit in 
nearly 20 years. I had been 
warned before my departure 
that “summer in Japan is really 
hot and humid, so be prepared,” 
but the heat was beyond what I 
had imagined. The heat and hu-
midity, especially at night, were 
overwhelming. I had either for-
gotten what a Japanese summer 
felt like or the impact of global 

warming had altered it. Even though I have lived in America 
for a long time, where my life is mostly in Japanese and the 
church and its activities are predominantly Japanese-speaking, 
I was confident in my ability to adapt quickly. However, I felt 
customs more acutely upon the differences in culture and re-
turning to Japan. The varying perspectives on work and lei-
sure, the level of customer service, and the need to read the 
air and be sensitive to others’ opinions made me realize what 
newcomers or those returning to Japan from abroad experi-
ence as culture shock or reverse culture shock.

The work of JCFN has always been, and will continue to be, 
to point to God’s work through these shocks, while also sup-
porting those facing difficulties. It is easy to judge those who 
drift away from the church or God due to differences in church 
culture or worship styles by saying, “It’s because their salva-
tion was not clarified from the start.” However, what matters 
is how those struggling with such doubts and challenges can 
establish and deepen their relationship with God. We need to 
think through this together and walk alongside them.

The staff (including the administrative staff) has received 
a calling from God for this work. They raise funds on their 
own to cover their daily living expenses. If the fundraising 
falls short of the target amount, they may have to delay their 
appointment as staff or pause their ministry to focus solely on 
fundraising. Additionally, there are other needs for the min-
istry. The primary focus of this ministry is on international 
students, but recently, there has also been a growing emphasis 
on supporting middle and high school students raised over-
seas. Considering this focus, support from others is absolutely 
essential. We kindly ask for your understanding of the impor-
tance of JCFN’s work and its special circumstances, and we 
ask for your prayers and support.

Greetings from the JCFN Chairman of the Board of Directors
Manabu Nishikori, Pastor of New Jersey Japanese Christian Church
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