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Calling, Character, Commission, Community

“The Unshakable  
~Our Firm Foundation~”
“He alone is my rock and my salvation, 
my fortress; I shall never be shaken.” 

Psalm 62:2 (NRSV)

This is the Equipper Conference 2022 
theme. EC22 will be held in-person for 
the first time in three years and as we 
prepare for the conference, there are 
many unknowns due to the new venue, 
and we are experiencing “shakiness’’ in 
various areas. Each member of the plan-
ning committee is facing various trials 
and challenges in their work, family, 
future, and relationships and in many 
ways, their faith is being tested.

I’m sure that you’ve had experiences 
that have shaken the foundations of your 
life and faith. You may be experiencing 
these situations currently. The “shaking” 
may be small or so strong and destruc-
tive that you feel can no longer stand. 
But you are here now because you’ve 
endured the shaking. Even if the shak-
ing seems final, the fact that you are here 

now means that you have overcome the 
“shaking,” the trial.

It’s through being shaken that we can 
confirm our relationship with the Lord. 
We can be sure that our foundation is Je-
sus, who is the unshakable foundation. 
Whenever we are shaken, we are dealt 
with, repented of, forgiven, healed, and 
rebuilt, aren’t we? In other words, if we 
can deepen our faith in an “unshakable 
foundation” every time we are shaken, 
the “shaking” is not necessarily a prob-
lem but a grace that leads to blessing.

Nowadays, there are many things  
shake our foundation, such as COV-
ID-19, inflation, wars, natural disasters, 
and the weak yen. The image of religion 
has deteriorated due to the Unification 
Church, churches have a shortage of 
pastors, and the overseas Japanese min-
istry is also undergoing changes in for-
eign students and expatriates. However, 
isn’t it a privilege of Christians to be able 
to pray and hope to the Lord for what 
kind of blessings and grace this “shak-
ing” will lead to? Also, because we live 
in a world of uncertainty, people seek a 

foundation that will never be shaken. We 
know Jesus, the foundation that can nev-
er be shaken. And we have been given 
the privilege and responsibility to share 
this Jesus.

At JCFN, while returning to in-per-
son meetings such as conferences and 
seminars, we’re also actively engaged in 
online small groups and Bible study op-
portunities, using the tools of grace we 
gained from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In the fall, online small groups are led by 
the staff. There will be on a trial run of a 
follow-up method called “ZOOM Con-
nect” to help returnees connect before 
and after their return, including the send-
ers and receivers of returnees.

When our foundation is shaken, we 
pray that the Lord’s work will be effec-
tive and that you’ll be able to steadfastly 
proclaim the Word of God where you 
are.

Setsu Shimizu, North America Director

Fall 2022
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We interviewed Mai Hirayama,  
a North American intern who is holding a Bible 

study on campus in Bellingham, WA.

Why did you decide to start a Bible study?
I heard about a friend of mine do-

ing a Bible study at EC19 and thought 
that if I could too, I wanted to start, 
but then COVID-19 happened and I 
had to leave the USA suddenly. So I 
forgot about it, but this summer, when 
I participated in WIT22,  I remem-
bered.

I knew that God’s purpose is to ex-
pand His Kingdom, not to keep grace 
to myself, but I was fearful. I was 
afraid that I’d be rejected, that I’d be 

a hindrance to evangelism, and that my health would suffer be-
cause of my lack of confidence in my physical strength. To my 
surprise, the theme of WIT22 was “Fear not, but Awe.” There I 
learned the importance of being fearful of my situation, but be-
ing in awe of God who is in control. As a result, I learned more 
about God’s true strength, and my mind was changed to think 
that if God Almighty is with me, I can do it, so I would try. 

What happened to your fear?
Regarding my fear that I’d hinder evangelism, I’ve come to 

believe that it was arrogant of me to worry about it, because all 

I have to do is sow and pour water for the gospel, and it is the 
Lord Himself who produces growth. Now I’m able to relax and 
think that the flowers may bloom in 10 years.

As for my physical condition, I try to take Monday as a day 
of rest. My rest day is undisturbed and my physical condition 
is protected.

I no longer worry about what people think of me. I think 
there are a few people who actually think I look weird. I no 
longer mind the fact that some people reject the Bible study 
information, saying they are too busy.

I heard that you had about 10-25 participants, 
how did you invite them?

Some were people who’d already attended international Bi-
ble studies and events in the past. I have a friend there who is a 
very good communicator, so I invited that person first and then 
asked to connect with the others through that person. During 
the first few Bible studies, I made a conscious effort to spend a 
lot of time talking to new people so that they could get to know 
and trust me.

"The place to which I was led"  Hosana Kawashima

This is my testimony about being re-
united with God the third year after com-
ing back to Japan.

 I grew up in a Christian home and 
went as a foreign college student to 
Pennsylvania in the USA. I majored in 
Peace Studies and Bible, which had been 
my dream since I was a child.

 While studying diligently, I faced a 
“crisis of faith” while taking so many 
theology classes. The biblical compi-
lation process, historical authenticity, 
“holy destruction” and salvation theory. 
My dream of this intense study had come 

true. While my studies were initially 
fun and adventurous, the shockwave of 
various theological interpretations I was 
studying for the first time gradually over-
whelmed me and the light of my faith 
grew dimmer each day. I couldn’t read 
the Bible honestly, I put a “theological 
filter” on worship lyrics, and I couldn’t 
sing praise songs. It became frustrating 
and by the time I graduated, I realized 
that I was no longer the same person.

 In 2019, I returned home. My great-
est fear was that I’d have conflicts with 
my Christian family about my faith. The 
Bible and my faith had disappeared from 
my life as I made up my mind, “It’s best 
not to talk about faith if we’re going to 
be in conflict with each other,” I thought. 
The COVID-19 pandemic also kept me 
away from the church.

 As time passed and my physical and 
mental health began to decline due to ex-
haustion from overwork. Despite that, I 
joined an online small group, hoping for 
guidance and to hear the Word of God. 

I experienced a sense of nostalgia and 
warmth in the weekly time of opening 
the Bible, sharing and praying aloud.

 Around that time, the online reunion 
of EC20 was held. The message by Rev. 
Sho Ichikawa highlighted that “we are 
physically moving from place to place, 
and that we are in a great spiritual move-
ment,” which matched my experience.

The closing prayer of the online meet-
ing brought tears to my eyes.

May we continue to walk with the 
Lord in that place to which we have been 
led.”

I’d felt impatient and lonely for my 
particular walk of faith, but I learned 
wasn’t alone. I was frightened to start 
walking again, yet the Lord took my 
hand and walked with me.

I feel His encompassing peace and 
restoration on the days when I pray, 
“Lord, please take care of me again, one 
day at a time, and teach me what I need 
to know this day.”

2



3

Expectations toward New Possibilities

This is the third year of our ministry 
amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
while the ministry in North America has 
step by step returned to in-person focus, 
much of our work in Japan has contin-
ued online for the past year. As in-person 
ministry is finally, at last, resuming in 
Japan, we feel the need to pray and seek 
wisdom in health safety and incorporate 
positive aspects of the online experience, 
rather than simply returning to the old 
ways. We continue to pray that ministry 
to returnees in all forms, including small 
groups, regional returnee meetings, and 
conferences, will be guided toward new 
possibilities.

When GRC21 was held online in May 
2021, a gathering for returnees over 35 
years old, “R35+,” was formed. Return-

ees have been encouraged through on-
line gatherings quarterly, and we pray 
for new possibilities in the ministry to 
returnees in Japan. For the ministry in 
Japan, each time we experience the im-
portance of connecting to returnees of 
various age groups. We hope for more 
ways to connect with various returnees. 
We look at the various demographics, not 
only age, but occupation, life stage, and 
more. We’re currently planning GRC23 
in Yamanashi Prefecture during May 
2023, and we are praying that connec-
tions made at GRC23 will inspire new 
ways of connecting returnees. The plan-
ning committee started in April 2022 for 
GRC23. Mrs. Shiori Kisangalla, a Japan 
staff member, will serve as the executive 
director for GRC23. The GRC23 theme 
is “CELEBRATE - Invitation from 
God.” I desire for the committee to be 

protected and see them bring their gifts 
together to create GRC23, and anticipate 
rejoicing and celebrating the encounters 
and reunions of those who gather in May.

In June 2022 we welcomed a student 
intern who will serve with us for a year. 
It’s our hope that she’ll experience the 
opportunity to be involved with return-
ees, to get to know them and to use the 
gifts she has been given to help others 
grow. In the past, many of our current 
staff have been led in their journey to be-
come full-time staff through their intern-
ship experience. We pray that those who 
can experience internships will continue 
to increase and eventually be added to 
the JCFN full-time staff.

Prayer Request

Responsiveness to opportunities re-
ceived through the experience of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and flexibility in 
developing future ministries.

Report from Japan	 Chihiro Okada, Japan Director

Hallelujah! In May 2022, the long-
awaited arrival of the Tsuchida family in 
Atlanta, GA. It took more than two years 
of preparation after they were led to the 
ministry of JCFN and decided to become 
staff in their new assignment. Even so, 
when they finally arrived in the U.S. and 
were ready to begin ministry, they faced 
a series of challenges such as the weak 
yen, car trouble, and adjustment to the 
kid’s school life that made them want to 
say “What?”

When I think of the process they went 
through, I’m reminded of the story in 
Matthew 14 where Jesus takes the disci-
ples into a boat to cross over to the other 
side of the lake, and they are caught in a 
storm. Filled with anticipation, just like 
Peter walking on water in the midst of a 
storm. But as noted above, when faced 

with various difficulties, it is as if the 
scene mirrors Peter’s situation of be-
coming afraid of the waves and nearly 
sinking. The hope in this story is that 
even when we’re about to sink, Jesus 
will immediately reach out and rescue us 
when we cry out, “Lord, help me. And at 
the end of the Gospel story, the disciples 
confess, “Truly, truly, you are the Son 
of God.” Our prayer is that as Daisuke 
moves forward in his Atlanta-based 
ministry, he’ll always confess, “Truly, 
truly, you are the Son of God,” not only 
for him and his family but also all those 
with him, especially those who are pray-
ing for and sharing the gospel with.

 Around the time the Tsuchida fam-
ily moved to his new post, we had in-
person, Central Conference, and WIT. 
There’s nothing better than in-person! It 

was a truly wonderful time. But what’s 
even more wonderful is the Lord’s use of 
JCFN USA intern Mai Hirayama, whose 
testimony is included in this annual re-
port, and we are very grateful that WIT 
and EC were used as places to provide 
the opportunity for her to take a step of 
faith.

We pray that the Lord will use JCFN 
more and more and that disciples of Je-
sus will be born, grow, be equipped, and 
be sent to Japan and the world.

Prayer Request

Pray that as the number of Japanese and 
international students living abroad and 
the length of their stay changes, they will 
gain wisdom from God to move forward 
in their ministry.

Report from North America  
Setsu Shimizu, North America Director

Has your understanding of God changed over 
the course of this Bible study?

My image of God has changed. I’d never been desperate for 
a relationship with God and thought I could live on my own, 
but I couldn’t do the Bible study without relying on the Holy 
Spirit. Through the process of being broken, I came to under-
stand how to connect with God.

Any last words?
I would like to continue Bible study next year, as I assume 

there will be some new students I will meet during my study 
abroad. Please pray for me. As I get more and more familiar 
with how to do things, I tend to stop praying, so please pray for 
me to remember that I can’t do it by myself and that I can’t do 
it without relying on God. If anyone is thinking of trying to do 
a Bible study, I urge you to do it with confidence. We only do 
what God tells us to do, and anyone can do it!
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JCFN Staff Update
Each staff update is constructed as follows.  Name . Title . Update . Prayer Requests

Setsu ShimizuSetsu Shimizu
North America Director

As we return to “in-
person” ministry, I feel 
“fellowship” happens 
even online if you can 
experience “connect-
ing” by doing “one-
another-ing” in shar-
ing and prayer. While 
I value online ministry, 
it’s been a while since 
I have visited various 

locations in-person, and I look forward to developing ministries that 
can only be done face-to-face.

My recent highlights are testimonies of students who are choosing 
to listen and follow God’s voice after their struggles. These include 
an evangelistic Bible study that began with Mai’s step of faith in this 
annual report, and Satsuki, a returnee student, serving as the commit-
tee director for the KGK summer camp and growing in prayer. I too 
want God’s blessings, which can only be seen when one takes a step 
of faith. This year, I am entering my 30th year as JCFN staff, and look 
forward to God showing me such blessings.

(1) Pray for the preparation and operational logistics of EC22 at the 
new location will go smoothly so that each participant can hear and 
respond to God’s voice without hindrance.

(2) It’s been 29 years as JCFN staff. Please pray that I will receive 
visions from the Lord and the provision of more workers for JCFN!

(3) Pray that my husband’s Japanese church pastoral ministry will 
be guided and that we can serve well as a couple at the church.

Yuko OzekiYuko Ozeki
North America Staff

As society gradually 
opens up amidst the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
I’m grateful for the op-
portunity to meet peo-
ple face to face. Since 
last fall, the English 
Cafe ministry (an out-
reach to businessmen’s 
wives) has returned to 

in-person meetings. In our home, we’ve also seen a gradual increase 
in overnight guests as JCFN events are also returning to in-person 
meetings. Once again, I’m reminded of the importance of meeting 
people in-person and the blessing of fellowship that we are given.

Another thing I was thankful for was the opportunity to have a silent 
retreat (although it was online) on Good Friday before Easter back in 
April. I meditated on the Way of the Cross of Jesus. With our busy-
ness returning, we’re reminded to regularly retreat, have moments of 
silence, and deepen our relationship with the Lord.

I continue to receive the opportunity to be given spiritual direc-
tion not only at events but also on a regular basis and to continue 
group spiritual direction as well. I’m learning the balance between 

being still and acting on God’s promptings. 
(1) For blessings and salvation of seekers who attend the Bible study 
group.

(2) For the protection of families and passing on the faith to our children.

(3) For salvation and protection of our families in Japan.

Yuko’s Blog:  http://blog.goo.ne.jp/fffyuko2

 

Daisuke TsuchidaDaisuke Tsuchida
North America Staff 

Thank you for your 
prayers. We arrived 
in Atlanta, Georgia 
in late May. Follow-
ing our arrival, we’ve 
been busy settling in 
and moving forward 
step by step with the 
help of many people. 
Our children have 
started school and they 

are going through a big change and challenge. We’ve begun to build 
relationships with local Japanese people while gradually getting used 
to our new area, including housing.

I’m also serving as the executive director for EC22. Together with 
other directors, we’re making concrete preparations for the end-of-
the-year conference.

(1) Blessing of the relationship with Japanese people in Atlanta.

(2) Protection for my three daughters at school, good friends, and 
fun school life.

(3) Fulfillment for our monthly financial needs for living.

Chihiro OkadaChihiro Okada
Japan Director

While the work in 
various areas contin-
ues online, gradually 
returning to in-person 
ministry and planning, 
and I’m praying for 
wisdom and flexibility 
in this new approach. 
Because of online ca-
pabilities, I’ve been 
able to lead seminars 
about returnees at on-
line conferences in 

more than just Japan, and also with other organizations.
In the Japan office, we’ve had a seminary student intern since June 

and have been stimulated through monthly interviews with her. Prep-
arations for GRC23 have begun, I’ve been encouraged through my 
involvement as an advisor to the committee to see how returnees are 
using their gifts from God to the fullest.
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I’m also thankful for my husband’s work as a high school Bible 
teacher and for the protection of our daughters (the oldest one in kin-
dergarten and the younger three years old) as they grow up.

(1) Please pray for my family’s health so that we can serve God and 
others in good spiritual & physical condition.

(2) That I may be a good encourager in my communications with oth-
ers.

(3) That I may be faithful to God in the ministry of the Word.

Maki GotoMaki Goto
Japan Staff

In my 3rd year of 
ministry during CO-
VID-19, I became in-
creasingly involved in 
webcast work, and the 
webcast knowledge 
I’d developed at JCFN 
was being used in the 
ministries of other 
organizations. This 
wasn’t what I’d envi-
sioned. Gatherings and 

small groups have been conducted exclusively online, but we are fi-
nally starting to see a gradual transition to in-person meetings. I hope 
that the experience I’ve gained in webcasting will be put to good use, 
but I also hope to anticipate and savor the great blessings that I’ll 
receive in-person.

In my family, my son is now a college student, and this is the year 
that a new wind has begun to blow into our home. My wife and eldest 
daughter were infected with COVID-19, but thankfully it wasn’t seri-
ous. We hope that you will remember us in your prayers so that we can 
continue to grow as a family in the Lord.

(1) For protection and blessings from the Lord upon my family. For 
the children’s school life and my wife’s part-time job.

(2) For the Lord to continue to show us the path we should take.

(3) For my mother who lives in a group home and for the healing of 
my sister who is undergoing medical treatment.

Shiori KisangalaShiori Kisangala
Japan Staff 

Praise the Lord! 
We’ve been married 

for six months since 
this spring. We’re ex-
periencing the Lord’s 
love and forgiveness 
daily and enjoying 
our newlywed life.

I feel that I’m a lit-
tle more active than 
last year when I was 
limited by the CO-

VID-19 pandemic, and I’m happy to be able to meet in-person. We’re 
gradually shifting from online to in-person meetings, such as the first 
in-person meeting in three years at the Tokyo meeting of GiFT this 
summer, church visits, visits to returnees, and inviting guests into our 
home. At the same time, there are many situations where online gath-
erings are still being utilized, and the Yokohama Small Group has 

members who moved into the area due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
who are participating online. It’s also a blessing that we’re able to 
make good use of face-to-face and online meetings, such as participat-
ing in ANRK in Kansai online while living in Yokohama.

I also became the director of the planning committee for GRC23, 
which will be held during Golden Week 2023. I’m preparing for an 
in-person event with my wonderful committee members. I’m enjoy-
ing our monthly planning committee meetings!

(1) That my husband and I will listen and obey the Lord’s voice and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit to fulfill our ministry.

(2) For the Lord’s wisdom, guidance, and joy for all those involved 
in the preparation of GRC23.

(3) Pray that all ministry needs will be provided.

 

Yoshiki SaekiYoshiki Saeki
North America Associate Staff (OR)

After about seven 
years of house church 
ministry, we’ve joined 
a multilingual and 
multicultural church as 
a Japanese department 
and have begun our 
ministry as staff of the 
church. We’re still ex-
ploring many options, 
such as online Bible 
study and various 
event activities that are 
returning to in-person 

meetings, but we’re experiencing the blessing of being able to walk 
side by side as one body of Christ, surrounded by brothers and sisters 
from various countries. In February 2022, with the prayers of many 
brothers and sisters, pastors and missionaries, I was blessed to be or-
dained as a pastor. For my employment, I became deeply involved in 
the work of the Portland Japanese Chamber of Commerce, and this 
year I became fully immersed in the Japanese American community. 
I’m grateful to continue to be involved in God’s work in Portland. 

(1) For the growth of our children and in their faith journey.

(2) That we may serve the Lord with joy in our ministry responsi-
bilities of the work we have been entrusted with.

(3) That we may be given fellow workers in the Lord in the ministry 
that we are now entrusted with.    

  

Megumi KurataMegumi Kurata
North America Associate Staff (MI)

In the past year, I had 
many opportunities to 
reflect on physical and 
spiritual health as we 
experienced a lot of 
sickness in our family 
as well as my minor 
surgery. It was also a 
year of transition with 
me going back to work 
after 13 years. I’m 

thankful that through it all God has continued to bless me with minis-
try opportunities and connections, although on a smaller scale.  
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(1) Please pray that I can seek God with passion. 

(2) Please pray that our family will be able to always seek the Lord’s 
leads in how we should serve.

(3) Please pray that we can set a healthy priority in our various activi-
ties.     

  

Kristine ReddingtonKristine Reddington
North America Assosiate Staff (Leadership)

The biggest thing for 
me this year was be-
ing able to do WIT in-
person!

Most of the partici-
pants had been to the 
ONLINE WIT, so 
there was so much joy 
in being able to finally 
be together. At WIT, 
we talked about what 

it looks like to not fear but to fear God. We always joke about how 
the staff gets blessed “more” than the participants, but it really was 
fun to watch the staff wrestle with God and be touched by God. I also 
was able to face one of my fears in the process and that was a huge 
blessing. This year, I can’t go to EC because I’m going to Urbana but 
I’m still able to be part of the planning which has been fun. As far as a 
student ministry, it’s been quite busy since the school year just started.

(1) Pray that I can rest in God amidst the busyness.

(2) Pray that I can look to God who is beyond my circumstances.

(3) Pray that I will have a lot of joy in prayer. 

Makiko NakaoMakiko Nakao
North America Associate Staff (C-WIT)

My first year as As-
sociate Staff has been 
a year of renewed ap-
preciation for the work 
of JCFN.

Online C-WIT was 
held on the day before 
Easter, a particularly 
hectic time for Chris-
tians. 

This year was a “dark Saturday” for me, as I was conflicted, anxious, 
and tired from the COVID-19 pandemic, and it was difficult to see 
hope for the future. In the midst of this, it became our sincere joy and 
hope that we could celebrate the Lord’s resurrection while knowing 
His guiding light in the challenging time and quiet reflection on the 
Word of God.

The other encouraging event was the EC Youth Camp at the end of 
2021. The seven first-time participants from the church were children 
who hadn’t been attending youth groups or camps. Churches and par-
ents who sent them to the camp prayed fervently, and together we 
gave praise and prayed for the camp staff, and we praised the Lord to 
hear testimonies in the Sunday service after the camp.

In this way, it was a year of thanksgiving as God blessed the online 
and in-person gatherings and the connections between local churches 
and JCFN.  

(1) Please pray that SALT+LIGHT gatherings for youth and young 

adults could resume and that their relationship with God will be re-
stored.

(2) Please pray that people will encounter God through Bible study, 
English conversation, and café ministry for seekers.

(3) Please pray that I may have time for margin and time with God for 
the health of my soul and body.   

 

Manami SekiManami Seki
North America Associate Staff (Youth)

I’m pleased to be 
part of JCFN as an as-
sociate staff member. 
I’ll be working with 
youth. I’m truly grate-
ful for the opportunity 
to have fellowship and 
grow in Christ with the 
youth through events 
and weekly ZOOM 

devotions. I pray and hope that they develop their personal relation-
ship with the Lord, be rooted in the love of Christ, and that each one 
of them will bear abundant fruit. From September we’re preparing to 
start a ministry for leaders who have a heart for youth. We hope the 
Lord will use this ministry as a place to pray and encourage each other 
for the youth ministry.

(1) Please pray that the Lord will give us wisdom and guidance to 
meet the needs of the youth.

(2) I will be the director for EC Youth this year. Please pray for the 
preparation and for those who are called to be leaders this year.

(3) Please pray for the growth of next-generation leaders (youth lead-
ers). 

Hiromi KakehashiHiromi Kakehashi
Japan Associate Staff (SG)

This year I finally 
tested positive for 
COVID-19 and took 
a mandatory period of 
isolation from my job. 
I had nothing to do and 
waking up without an 
alarm felt like a vaca-
tion given to me by 
God, and I was able to 
rest my body without 
serious symptoms. I 

felt that such a break is necessary from time to time. I’m gradually 
getting more opportunities to meet face-to-face, and for the first time 
in three years, we held an in-person GiFT meeting.  R35+ meeting 
was a lot of fun, with many of them attending regularly. I’m an ad-
visor to the SG Director for the GRC to be held next year. The two 
young SG directors and monthly meetings are a blessing each time.

(1) That I’ll be able to do what God wants me to do.

(2) That my physical condition will be protected and that I’ll be able 
to minister in good health.

(3) That I’ll be able to do all my work with God’s wisdom. 
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Roberta PeabodyRoberta Peabody
Japan Associate Staff (Kanto)

I’m finishing up my 
6.5-month home as-
signment in America 
and have a little bit of 
fund raising left to do. 
I’ll return to Japan on 
October 20th to my 
apartment in Higashi 
Kurume. In addition 
to visiting many sup-
porting churches and 

meeting new ones, I made my first trip to Kansas to meet new support-
ers. I have still been involved in my Tokyo church online, and look 
forward to getting back together with them in-person. I will spend the 
last month in America, attending BBQs and other events with people 
in my hometown area. I look forward to EC 2022.
(1) Easy transition to Japan.

(2) Full missionary support with TEAM.

(3) Good Health & sleep.  

Etsuko HottaEtsuko Hotta
Japan Associate Staff (Chugoku area)

I became an associ-
ate staff member  in 
the Chugoku region in 
July 2022.

I mainly conduct 
Bible studies and wor-
ship services for uni-
versity students and 
alumni who came to 
know the Gospel while 
studying abroad, as 
well as monthly online 
meetings for returnee 

Christians living in the Chugoku, Shikoku, and Kyushu areas. During 
the meetings, we share our insights which are blessings to know how 
the Holy Spirit speaks to each of us through Inductive Bible Study, 
share the difficulties we are facing, encourage each other to reach out 
to returnees who aren’t connected to the church or God’s family, and 
pray for each other. I pray that the Lord will connect returnee Chris-
tians in the Chugoku, Shikoku, and Kyushu areas so that we can serve 
together as the body of Christ and give glory back to the Lord where 
He has sent each of us.

(1) Please pray for me to be still in His presence, to hear and obey 
His voice.

(2) For my family, to stay healthy both physically and spiritually, and 
to walk with Him closely.

(3) Blessings for the community of returnee Christians living in the 
Chugoku, Shikoku, and Kyushu areas.

Chisato TateyamaChisato Tateyama
UK Associate Staff (London)

The lockdown in 
England officially 
came to an end in the 
summer of 2021, with 
all COVID-19-relat-
ed rules lifted. We 
reopened ministry 
events but we did with 
caution as we kept an 
eye on the state of af-
fairs over the past year. 

Nonetheless, we were able to do this safely without any problem! 
PTL! In the middle of the lockdown, online outreach was difficult, 
and we came to accept that for the time being there was nothing we 
could do about the situation. However, God still sent us people seek-
ing salvation and some who would go on to be saved through our 
Alpha Course! We were reminded that even when we couldn’t do 
anything, God was working faithfully. Another update is that as we 
entered 2022, non-Japanese Asian members or visitors have increased 
in number, especially people from Hong Kong.

(1) For our work not only among Japanese based in the UK but also 
among the other non-Japanese foreigners who have come to us.

(2) For the salvation of family and relatives (TOKUTAKE Co. Ltd.) 
in Japan.

(3) For God’s guidance and blessings as I work as JCFN associate 
staff. 

Now you can donate through Credit 
Card Payment online!
Japan: Japan: 
https://jcfn.org/donationJP
North America: North America: 
http://bit.ly/GiveJCFNonlineUS
To cover the cost of the process fee, 
please consider to choose the option 
that includes the fee. 
Thank you for your support and 
understanding!

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Japanese 
Christian Fellowship Network whenever you 
shop on AmazonSmile. (USA Only)
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Please Sign Up for 
“Supporting  

Membership” !
The term of this membership 
is from July to June no matter 
which month you submitted the 
application. If you are willing 
to support JCFN ministry with 
annual support offering of $30 
(3,000 yen), please take this 
opportunity and become a sup-
porting member!!
[How to sign up for “Support-
ing Membership”]
● For those who already have 
regular membership:
Visit the link (https://member-
ship.jcfn.org), log in to your 
account, check your account 
information, and follow the in-
structions to send your pledge.
● For those who are not a regu-
lar member:
Visit the link (https://member-
ship.jcfn.org), register for the 
regular membership, and then 
follow the instructions for regu-
lar members above.

If you would like to receive prayer 
warrior letter through LINE, please 
scan the QR code below to register 
(Japanese Only).

JCFN is starting a new fiscal 
year facing the new hurdle of 
the weak yen and strong dollar 
while the COVID-19 pandem-
ic hasn’t ended easily.

 The ministry of JCFN is pri-
marily focused on those who 
came to the United States to 
study and are returning to Ja-
pan with their new faith. Cur-
rently, the situation is changing 
from a time when there was a 

decrease in international students as a result of  the pandem-
ic. The weak yen and strong dollar are likely to slow down 
the number of foreign students coming to the U.S. again.

 Still, even if the overall number of those coming to the 
U.S. is less, there are definitely newcomers in America. 

Around me, there are young people starting their studies and 
businesspeople coming to live in the U.S. in the late summer 
and early autumn. Many  realize things they took for granted 
while in Japan are the norm, but in flux these times, their 
foundations are shaken, and they encounter Jesus. Please 
continue to pray for JCFN that when these people return to 
Japanese society, they’ll continue their walk of faith, stand-
ing firm in their new foundation of Jesus.

 Also, the Daisuke Tsuchida family, JCFN staff appoint-
ed in Japan last year, moved to Georgia in the U.S. in May 
2022. Daisuke will finally begin his ministry in earnest this 
fiscal year. JCFN in general, including Japan, will be shift-
ing from the online ministry of the past two years to a more 
in-person ministry, going out, moving around, and welcom-
ing and holding people. We ask for your support to fulfill all 
of our needs for this. The Board of Directors will also make 
every effort to ensure that the staff who serve by giving their 
lives to the Lord won’t have to worry about money in their 

daily lives. May God continue to do 
great things in 2022!

Greetings from the JCFN Chairman of the Board of Directors
Manabu Nishikori, Pastor of New Jersey Japanese Christian Church

Equipper Conference 2022
2022/12/28 - 2023/1/1   equipper.org

Global Returnees Conference 2023
CELEBRATE-Invitation from God

2023.5.3 (Wed) -6 (Sat)

globalreturnees.orgglobalreturnees.org


