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GRC18: Counting Down to Global Returnees Conference 
 

The clock is ticking for GRC18 which will be held during the Golden week in 
Japan. We received many inquiries from those interested in attending even past the 
registration deadline. Therefore, we extended the final registration deadline for 
another week, and now have over 310 people planning to  attend. From here on, we 
will be finalizing the programs, communicating with the participants on various levels, 
and preparing for the handouts and other materials. Please pray for all the preparations 
to go well.  

This year, the planning committee has decided to incorporate some new ideas at the conference. 
For example, there will be more time for participants to network and connect with each other in order to share 
their callings and ministry visions. We are also excited to set up an art gallery for those who want to use and 
share their artistic gifts. An official GRC LINE stamp (see image, link) was created by a returnee designer as 
well. In addition, on the first day before the official program starts, there will be a gathering called C-link 
meeting (formerly known as Ministers’ Network) with the vision for “seeking new ministry partnerships and 
potentials through returnee ministry.”  We covet your prayers for God’s protection and blessing for all the 
preparations and for the conference itself. 
 

Open Lunch Hour “Ocha-LUNCH” @ JCFN office 
 

Every Thursday, we have been having an open lunch hour at the office in 
Ochanomizu. It is usually attended by a handful of returnees. On occasions, we 
have people that work in the nearby areas such as Jinbocho and Otemachi 
bringing lunch for us, or visitors that come when it’s their day off. It is always a 
good time of fellowship no matter who turns up. Recently, the open lunch hour 
has been well-attended and quite lively. Some people who are planning to 
attend GRC have been stopping by in order to meet other participants 
beforehand. Those who are helping with the planning of GRC have often been 
coming to the office to overlap with the open lunch hour. We hope that this open lunch hour will continue to be 
a place for everyone to enjoy fellowship and always leave being encouraged. 
 

Ongoing Internship 
 

Since March, there has been an seminary student who is doing an 
internship at the JCFN Japan office for three months. There has been 
several interns that served at the North American office, but this is the first 
case in Japan. We are thrilled that a seminary has recognized JCFN as an 
appropriate organization to do an internship. The intern has been busy 
meeting with a lot of returnees, working through materials in the returnees 
workbook with them, learning the ins and outs of  staff life, and will be serving 
at the GRC. Please pray for this person’s  remaining time with JCFN. Please 
pray that there will be more future interns with us, which may lead to more 
workers being added to our ministry. 
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	Please pray for JCFN Japan 	 
 

Please pray for the final preparations for GRC18, and for the hearts of all the participants to be ready to 
receive what God has in store for them.  

Please pray for the Board Meeting in Japan that will take place after GRC.  
Please pray for the open lunch hour at the JCFN office to continue to be a place of ministry among 

returnees.  
Please pray for the intern to have a fruitful and meaningful experience during the three months with us. 



 
Contacts:  Japanese Christian Fellowship Network� � www.jcfn.org 
 North America Office: P.O. Box 17982, Irvine, CA 92623-7982  USA� � ushq@jcfn.org�  tel 949-424-7535 
 Japan Office: OCC Bldg, 2-1 Kanda Surugadai, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0062� nihon@jcfn.org     tel/fax:03-5217-2505 

 
Ways to GIVE: A.  Online credit card: https://www.jcfn.org/db/donation.php 
 B.  In USA:  By check:  Make it payable to JCFN and mail it to the address above, P.O. Box. 
 C. In Japan:  Postal Account: Account Name:  JCFN  Account No. 00100-8-565348 
   Bank Account: Mizuho Bank Kudanshita Branch  Store No. 352  Account No. 1161342 
    Account Name:  JCFN Daihyo Goto Maki 

	JCFN North America Ministry Report 	�Setsu Shimizu, North America Director� 
 

The Nomadic JCFN North America 
 

We have been without an office since March. Due to a heavy 
travel demand for staff, including the joint staff meeting in early 
March as well as the GRC coming up in May, we have not made 
progress in finding a new location. In the meantime, we appreciate 
Mr. Ozeki for sharing with us his remodeled garage office. We like 
its great view, but  are bumping into inconveniences such as not 
being able to find things we have put in storage. Please continue to 
pray for the provision of a new office that will meet our needs at the 
best possible location. 
 

C-WIT18 
 

The third C-WIT was held on March 24th. Most 
participants came from southern CA, but some were 
from northern CA. Even a few joined from other states. 
C-WIT is one of the key leadership trainings that 
JCFN offers. Its focus is on helping the participants to 
understand spiritual formation and to apply it in their 
lives. WIT and EC are programs that are geared 
towards college students. On the other hand, C-WIT 
is organized for people who are already working, 
married, or have a family. When a person transitions 
in life stage, such as from being a college student to a 
full-time worker, or from being single to married, it 
naturally changes how he/she can be involved with 
ministry. These transitions often bring on uncertainties and  spiritual challenges to Christians. C-WIT 
served as a precious opportunity for the participants to be reminded that no matter how much their use of 
time has changed and accommodations has to be made in life, they can still find ways to grow in their 
relationship with God. Participants left the retreat being refreshed and reassured of God’s grace in their 
lives. As the ministry of JCFN has been reaching people in various stages of life, please pray that 
opportunities like C-WIT will continue to strengthen the overall ministry of JCFN. 
 
	Please pray for JCFN North America	 
 

 The staff will visit Japan in May. Please pray for God’s good work to be done through GRC18. May it  be a time of 
encouragement for each and every participant. Please pray for good networking to happen among the participants. 
May the hearts of the participants be ready to fully receive God’s blessings for them.  

 Right after GRC, there will be a board meeting in Tokyo. We will be revisiting what was discussed at the joint staff 
meeting, evaluating the current state of ministry, and  discussing the future of our ministry. Please also pray for the 
preparations for this meeting.  

 Please pray for the ongoing search for a new office space. We are trusting Him to provide one for  us at His best 
location. 


