
  
 

	JCFN Japan Ministry Report	 (Chihiro Okada, Japan Director) 
 

GRC18: Global Returnees Conference 
 

Thank you for praying for the Global Returnees Conference (GRC18). The conference took place from 
May 2-5 in Fujiyoshida city in Yamanashi prefecture. We had four wonderful days filled with God’s blessings. A 
total of 370 people attended, including children and part-time participants. The conference theme was 
“Dwell~The Lord Lives Among Us,” with the key verse from Zechariah 2:10-11. Our main speakers were Rev. 
Aogu Tateyama (ECCJ Japanese Church in London, England), Rev. & Dr. Kazuhiko Yamazaki-Ransom 
(Seikei Seminary, Tsurumi Seikei Christian Church in Kanagawa prefecture), and Rev. Kenichi Shibusawa 
(JCF Christchurch in New Zealand). We were reminded and challenged to live out God’s will as ambassadors 
of His Kingdom as He lives among us. 
 

Oversea regional meetings (or reunions) where 
people used to live turned out to be times of reunion 
with old friends and opportunities for making new ones. 
We also had another session where people gathered 
according to where they live in Japan. This allowed 
people to network with their neighbors, and to discuss 
and pray about how to continue to encourage each 
other as well as how to help care for returnees in their 
area. I even heard that a group from a city that already 
has an established network for returnees decided to 
partner with groups in other cities by visiting them. We 
are hopeful for ministry of local groups to grow in the 
near future. During the second and third day of the 
conference, we incorporated some “Networking Time” 
where people could share their dreams and visions 
from God with each other, find other like-minded people, and discuss how they may be able to partner with 
each other. A lot of people mentioned how much they appreciated having this time . We look forward to good 
fruit coming out from these Networking Times. 
 

We trust that the abundant blessings and grace received by GRC18 attendants will overflow into the lives 
other returnees that were not able to attend the conference for various reasons. Please continue to pray for all 
the returnees, as well as for those who attended GRC18 to share His blessings with others. 
 

Annual Board Meeting 
 

While we were still basking in the blessings after GRC18, the Annual JCFN board meeting was held from 
May 7-8. Usually, it is held in America during June, but since several of the board of trustees were attending 
GRC18 from the US, we moved the meeting up to May. We reviewed the minutes of meeting from the joint 
staff meeting in March, and also had the board members evaluate GRC18, and discussed about the future of 
our ministry. We were able to look back at the past ministry year and tried to look out on what may be ahead. 
We were reminded of the blessing of having board members in both Japan and the US and for the various gifts 
and they each bring to the table. 
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	Please pray for JCFN Japan 	 
 

Praise God for blessing GRC18! Please continue to pray for each and every participant to have a strong 
walk with God.  

Please pray for the many local gatherings of returnees throughout Japan.  
Praise God for the JCFN board members, staff, support staff, and many ministry partners. Please pray for 

more workers to be raised up. 



 
Contacts:  Japanese Christian Fellowship Network� � www.jcfn.org 
 North America Office: P.O. Box 17982, Irvine, CA 92623-7982  USA� � ushq@jcfn.org�  tel 949-424-7535 
 Japan Office: OCC Bldg, 2-1 Kanda Surugadai, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0062� nihon@jcfn.org     tel/fax:03-5217-2505 

 
Ways to GIVE: A.  Online credit card: https://www.jcfn.org/db/donation.php 
 B.  In USA:  By check:  Make it payable to JCFN and mail it to the address above, P.O. Box. 
 C. In Japan:  Postal Account: Account Name:  JCFN  Account No. 00100-8-565348 
   Bank Account: Mizuho Bank Kudanshita Branch  Store No. 352  Account No. 1161342 
    Account Name:  JCFN Daihyo Goto Maki 

	JCFN North America Ministry Report 	（Setsu Shimizu, North America Director） 
 

Japan Visit 
 

As you already read in the report from the Japanese side, I was in Japan to attend GRC18 and the 
board meeting. JCFN strives to provide follow-up before and after returnees goes back to Japan in order 
for their faith to continue to thrive. As our mission statement says, our work is “to... equip multi-cultural 
Japanese Christians for the expansion of God's work." From attending GRC18, I was able to get a 
glimpse of how God is expanding His work through calling and equipping many returnees to use their gifts 
for His mission and glory. I was really encouraged and blessed.  
 

The board meeting was held in Japan for the first time ever in 
the history of JCFN. Everyone was really focused, and the 
meeting that was expected to take three days ended up taking 
only two days. It was record speed! In a short time, we were 
able to discuss many important matters, and seek some 
directions for the future of JCFN. In 2020, JCFN will celebrate its 
30th anniversary. We are starting to make plans for celebrating 
our 30th anniversary. 
 

New Office! 
 

Thank you for all your prayers for a new office! We found one! We plan to move into the new office 
on June 2nd. We will finally put an end to our nomadic work-style. We had been borrowing a room from a 
local church, but for the first time, we will be renting a business/office space. Things will be quite different 
from before, not to mention higher rent, in that we will no longer have a large room that we can borrow for 
conference preparations or meetings. Please pray for us for the moving process and for wisdom in 
adjusting to our new work environment. 
 

Summer Conferences with JCFN North America 
 

May 26-28: Central Conference will take place in Chicago suburb. About 100 people are expected to 
attend. The theme of the conference is “Crazy Peace: Living in the Peace of God.” Rev. Kagiwada will be 
the guest speaker.   
 

June 21-23: WIT18 is a leadership training camp. The theme is “Living as an Evangelist.” 21 participants 
from around the US will meet. Those who attended WIT in the past will be serving as staff and leaders for 
this conference. 
 
	Please pray for JCFN North America	 
 

Praise God for blessing our Japan trip. Both GRC18 and the trustees meeting was a time of much blessings and 
grace. Thanks be to God! Please pray for a smooth administrative wrap-up after those meetings.  

Please pray for CC18 (by the time you receive this, the conference is probably already over). May each participant 
hear from God and be able to respond to Him.  

Please pray for the preparations for WIT18. We are at the final stage of preparations where the staff are doing a 
runthrough of the sessions that they will be teaching. May each and every participant come prepared to meet and 
hear from God at WIT.  

Praise God for the provision of a new office. Thank you for all your prayers. Please pray for our moving process 
(we need helpers), as well as for adjusting to the new working environment. 


