
  
 

�JCFN Japan Ministry Report� (Chihiro Okada, Japan Director) 
 

�Internship opportunity 
 

We had a seminary student doing an internship with JCFN for 3 

months between March 10th and June 10th. Having students doing an 

internship was a pretty frequent matter when I (Chihiro Okada) used to 

work in the North America office. However, it was the first time to have 

one at the Japan office. Seminary students in Japan usually do their 

internship experiences at local churches. Therefore, it was a special 

experience to welcome a seminary intern student with us.  
 

The intern student got a first-hand experience in doing follow-up for a college student that returned 

to Japan in March. She met with a returnee to do Bible studies that are included in the returnee workbook 

that created by JCFN to support returnees in their transition. The intern was able to get a better 

understanding of the challenges that returnees face through meeting and praying together with the 

returnee, and realized the importance of doing follow-ups. She also served as a small group coordinator 

at GRC18 (Global Returnees Conference). This gave her another opportunity to interact closely with the 

participants. She participated in many other regular meetings and activities of JCFN. 
 

Although it was for a short period, it was a rich time of blessings to be able to work with this intern 

student. We realized that this opportunity provided important ways to advance the work of JCFN and to 

share about our ministry with a wider scope of people. The intern student was doing her final year of 

graduate school and is praying about the next steps after graduation. Please pray for her as she discerns 

her future. Please also pray for more opportunities to work with seminary or other college intern students 

in the future. 

 

�Launching New Small Groups 
 

At the GRC18 in May, every participant was placed in a small 

group. Moreover, except for those attending the conference as a family, 

small group members were housed together and given many 

opportunities for sharing and fellowship during the conference. Small 

group is one of the most important ministries of JCFN, and we really 

wanted the participants to get a first-hand experience of the richness of 

small groups. We are grateful that after GRC18, two new small groups 

have been launched. The first one is in Nishifunabashi in Chiba 

prefecture. The other one is in Marunouchi in Tokyo. They both meet 

regularly on Wednesdays, and have been meeting since June. This month, we are also holding a 

leadership training for people who are interested in starting a new small group. Please pray that strong 

small group ministry will lead to better follow-up of returnees, and also for the birth of more small groups. 
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�Please pray for JCFN Japan���
�

�Please pray for the next steps for the seminary intern student after her graduation. 

�Please pray for the various small groups meeting throughout Japan. Please especially pray for the newly-

launched groups in Nishifunabashi and Marunouchi. 

�Please pray for an office worker who will be taking a leave of absence for 2 months from June for rest and 

healing. Please also pray for the person who will be filling in as a part-time staff. 



�
Contacts:  Japanese Christian Fellowship Network� � www.jcfn.org 
 North America Office: P.O. Box 17982, Irvine, CA 92623-7982  USA� � ushq@jcfn.org�  tel 949-424-7535 
 Japan Office: OCC Bldg, 2-1 Kanda Surugadai, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0062� nihon@jcfn.org     tel/fax:03-5217-2505 

 
Ways to GIVE: A.  Online credit card: https://www.jcfn.org/db/donation.php 
 B.  In USA:  By check:  Make it payable to JCFN and mail it to the address above, P.O. Box. 
 C. In Japan:  Postal Account: Account Name:  JCFN  Account No. 00100-8-565348 
   Bank Account: Mizuho Bank Kudanshita Branch  Store No. 352  Account No. 1161342 
    Account Name:  JCFN Daihyo Goto Maki 

�JCFN North America Ministry Report �（Setsu Shimizu, North America Director） 
 

�Central Conference (CC) 
 

Central Conference started 16 years ago by people 

from the midwest region who had attended EC. They had a 

desire to share their blessings and joy of EC with those 

around them that could not attend EC. I was reminded of 

God’s faithfulness over CC, which continues to be organized 

entirely by volunteers, as I realized that those who used to 

attend CC as toddles are now ready to start college! God 

has been at work among the Japanese people in the 

midwest in experiencing His love and truth, and by sending out many people back to Japan as well as to 

other parts of the world. As always, we had a rich time of prayer to send off people who are returning to 

Japan. 
 

This year’s conference theme was “Crazy Peace.” The main speakers were Rev. Tetsuo Kagiwada 

and Rev. Eiko Takamizawa. They spoke powerfully from the Scriptures that the peace that our Lord gives 

us is not something this world can give us. We were further taught that we can live in God’s peace and 

bring this peace to others. Please visit the site below to hear live recordings of the sessions. It will surely 

encourage you! 

 

�Moving Completed! Back to the Full Swing of Work! 
 

After much drama, we have finally moved into a new office. We 

love our new space! The first meeting held at the new office was the 

time for WIT18 participants to gather and share how they were 

impacted from the conference. We were reminded of what a blessing 

it is to have this new place and look forward to hosting many 

gatherings in the future. We are grateful for the many people that 

lend their hands for our move. Thank you for all of your help and 

prayers. Please pray that the new office will be used for His good purposes.  

 

�WIT18 “Living as the Gospel” 
 

WIT18 (Leadership Training Camp) was held from June 21-23. The theme was “Living as the 

Gospel.” 21 leaders from around the country attended the conference. It was a rich time of blessings. The 

participants’ prayer leaving the training was that they would be continually receiving the grace of the Lord 

Jesus’ cross and resurrection in their lives, living that out among their church (community), and becoming 

disciples that share the gospel with others. We praise God for abundantly blessing each and every 

session that was led by JCFN staff in charge of leadership development as well as past participants of 

WIT. 

 

�Please pray for JCFN North America� 
 

�WIT18 was a huge blessing. Some participants are already returning in July and August. Please pray for all the 

participants to be able to be servant leaders and the Gospels’ where ever they are placed.  

�There are several summer conferences coming up for Japanese churches in the LA area. JCFN will hold some 

workshops. Please pray for good networking opportunities with local churches.  

�We are grateful to have a new office. Praise God for watching over the moving process! Please pray that God will 

use this place for His purposes in a mighty way. 


