
  
✿JCFN Japan Ministry Report✿ (Chihiro Okada, Japan Director) 
 

◎GiFT Summer Celebration 
 

Returnees in the Tokyo area hold regular gatherings called 
“Growing in Fellowship Tokyo (GiFT).” GiFT’s annual summer 
celebration is a time for new returnees as well as those who are visiting 
Japan for the summer get together for a time of worship and hearing 
from a guest a speaker. On July 28th, GiFT met at the Ochanomizu 
Christian Center Chapel. The organizing staff did a great job planning 
for the day to incorporate programs that ensured the new returnees to 
feel welcomed and connected to the larger community. Our guest speaker Shigenori Oshima from KGK (sister 
movement of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship in Japan) gave a message exhorting returnees to remain in 
God’s Word. Because of the typhoon season, we were unsure of how many people would actually be able to 
attend this event. However, many people were able to come. We have already seen some fruits from this GiFT, 
such as new people joining existing small groups. GiFT organizes events and gatherings every 2-3 months 
during the year. The next GiFT is planned for September 15th. 
 
◎Small Group Hosts Meeting 
 

In order to strengthen the ministry of small group as a means for follow-
up of returnees, small group leaders (called hosts) in Kanto area meet 
together every 3 months. At this hosts meeting, we provide care and 
encouragement to the small group leaders and hear how their ministries are 
going. Our latest meeting took place on September 1st at the JCFN office. I 
mentioned in the June newsletter about on leadership training and how two 
new small groups have kicked off after GRC18. We are thrilled that two 
additional small groups are preparing to break ground soon. One of them is a 
group in Utsunomiya, planned to start on September 29th. The other group is in Yokohama, preparing for its 
first meeting on October 11th. We had 13 people attending our latest hosts meeting, including JCFN staff and 
support staff. We are greatly encouraged by the small group leaders that give of themselves as they carry on 
the small group ministry. 
 
◎RJC Multi-Site Conference -Saturday, October 20th 
 

Next month, on Saturday, October 20th, Reaching Japanese for Christ (RJC) will hold a multi-site 
conference. RJC is a ministry started by retired missionaries to Japan that have returned to the US. RJC 
organizes seminars and conferences in the US to equip people who are interested in reaching out to Japanese 
people. RJC also coordinates the English program for JCFN’s Equipper Conference (EC). This is the first time 
for RJC to launch a multi-site conference, including 10 cities in North America, Tokyo and Osaka. JCFN will be 
helping out with organizing the conference in Tokyo. As we prepare for the conference in Tokyo, we are eager 
to deepen the network among missionaries in Japan, as well as nonJapanese people who are involved with 
returnee ministry. We hope that the participants will be encouraged through the conference. On the day of the 
conference, we will watch Rev. Yonai, one of our board members, speak from Seattle in the morning. We are 
planning to have a panel discussion with returnees and those who are involved with returnee ministry in the 
afternoon. Please see the link below for more information. https://www.facebook.com/rjcTOKYO 	   
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✿Please pray for JCFN Japan ✿ 
◎Please pray for the various returnee ministries such as GiFT to bear good fruit, and for the leaders to stay 
encouraged in their ministry.  
◎Please pray for the new small groups that will start up this fall. Please especially pray for the small groups 
leaders/hosts.  
◎Please pray for RJC multi-site conference. May God use the conference in Tokyo to deepen the network 
among nonJapanese people involved in returnee ministry, and for the participants to be encouraged. Please 
pray for all those who will be preparing for and serving during the conference. 



 Contacts:  Japanese Christian Fellowship Network	 	 www.jcfn.org 
 North America Office: P.O. Box 17982, Irvine, CA 92623-7982  USA	 	 ushq@jcfn.org	  tel 949-424-7535 
 Japan Office: OCC Bldg, 2-1 Kanda Surugadai, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0062	 nihon@jcfn.org     tel/fax:03-5217-2505 

 
Ways to GIVE: A.  Online credit card: https://www.jcfn.org/db/donation.php 
 B.  In USA:  By check:  Make it payable to JCFN and mail it to the address above, P.O. Box. 
 C. In Japan:  Postal Account: Account Name:  JCFN  Account No. 00100-8-565348 
   Bank Account: Mizuho Bank Kudanshita Branch  Store No. 352  Account No. 1161342 
    Account Name:  JCFN Daihyo Goto Maki 

✿JCFN North America Ministry Report ✿（Setsu Shimizu, North America Director） 
 

How was your summer?  Our summer at North America 
JCFN began with WIT Leadership camp in June.  During 
the months of July and August, we participated in 
retreats sponsored by Japanese churches in Southern 
California for network and support purposes.  This month, 
I visited Vancouver and Seattle for outreach event and 
camp.  This is a photo of JXJ outreach camp in Seattle. 
	

◎Southern California and RJC Multi-site Conference 
 

 There are about 55 Japanese speaking 
churches and fellowship in Southern California.  It is a 
region with long history of Japanese and also with the 
largest Japanese population outside of Japan due to 
Japanese immigration, students and companies.  Also, it is an unique and strategic area for Japanese 
ministries because there are so many Japanese churches working together with English congregations 
and International ministries.  Every year, Holiness Church of North America (18 churches) and PCJC of 
Free Methodist Church (5 Japanese speaking congregations) have their own retreats and other regional 
churches work together to host Southern California Christian Retreat.  JCFN participate these retreats for 
network and support. 

On October 20th, there will be RJC Multi-site Conference and at LA site, we are hoping to focus 
on unique situations I wrote above.  Please visit RJC Homepage for more detailed information.  
http://rjcnetwork.org/ 
 
◎East Coast Joint Family Camp 
 

In the east coast, 12 regional Japanese churches in the area host a joint family camp once in two 
years since 2006.  They invited speakers from Japan and provide solid programs for children and youth.  
At times, they have had more than 300 participants. 

This is an important and unique ministry just as “Europe Japanese Christian Retreat.”  They join 
hands together to do something you can’t do alone for a single purpose of advancing the Gospel.  There 
are English and Korean speakers at East Coast Joint Family Camp and they provide translations for them.  
They encourage us by their ministry for Japanese churches and Christians. 
 
✿Please pray for JCFN North America✿  
 

◎September is here.  It is the new school year for America.  Please pray for those campus ministries that are 
focusing on Japanese students that God would bless them and use them to spread the Gospel and many would 
come to know the Lord.  (“Friday Ministry” and “Living Water” in California, “JXJ” in Seattle, “Pneuma” in Chicago 
and “JCFN Regional Meeting” in NY.) 
◎Please pray for RJC Multi-Site Conference LA.  So that the network and partnership in LA would be widened and 
deepened. 


