
  
✿JCFN Japan Ministry Report✿ (Chihiro Okada, Japan Director) 
 

◎Shiga Visit 
 

I was invited as a speaker by Worldwide Evangelization for Christ Japan 
(WEC Japan) for World Evangelization Day seminar held in Shiga prefecture on 
October 8th. This denomination had been learning about returnee Christians on 
World Evangelization Day for the last few years. They are keen on embracing 
returnees in their denomination and in their local churches. The theme for this 
year’s talk was “Churches That Are Open to Returnees.” In my first talk, I 
shared about “What is a returnee?” My second talk was about “What does it 
mean to receive returnees?” I could tell that the participants were eager to learn 
by the way they listened and asked questions. I was greatly encouraged to see 
their attitude and enthusiasm in engaging with returnees as a whole denomination. 
 

Visiting Shiga was a long-distance trip for my family and I. We arrived in Shiga a few days before I gave 
my talks and visited one of the local churches of WEC. There, I had the opportunity to preach during the 
worship service. There were already a few returnee Christians attending that church. One of them approached 
me and told me that she had already been back in Japan for more than 20 years. From her own experience as 
a returnee, she wants to encourage other returnees to “go to church on the first Sunday after returning to 
Japan.” That was exactly the same thing that JCFN urges returnees to do. It was a joy and a blessing see God 
at work in this sister’s walk with Christ. 
 

During our stay in Shiga, our family was hosted by a returnee family. It was a blessing to be able to enjoy 
fellowship with them as families. My time in Shiga reminded me of the importance of visiting various local 
ministries to encourage each other. 
 

◎Sharing Ministry Visions with One Another@ GiFT~Growing in Fellowship Tokyo 
 

At the GiFT meeting held on September 15th, participants enjoyed 
sharing with each other as they sipped on boba drink. The topic of 
discussion was “what is your vision?” Groups were divided up by the 
types of vision they had. We even had a group for people who are still 
seeking a vision for their lives so that they could pray for each other as 
they sought God’s leading. Through attending this meeting, I was 
reminded of how much returnees appreciate sharing about their visions 
and goals with each other. Those with similar visions could build 
camaraderie, encourage each other, and even discuss new possibilities 
for their visions to materialize. I realized that although seminars are beneficial for returnees to gain and receive 
good input, they also need outlets like this to share about their experiences and thoughts with each other. I am 
thankful for the good work being done through GiFT. 
 

◎New Small Groups Starting! 
 

As I mentioned in my last ministry report, a new small group started at the end of September in 
Utsunomiya. Another one has begun in Yokohama in the beginning of October. Some people have started to 
pray about starting up a new group in Ikebukuro.  Please continue to pray for the ministry of those new small 
groups to be fruitful. 
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✿Please pray for JCFN Japan ✿ 
◎Please pray for God to work through denominations and churches that are interested in welcoming and 

embracing returnees. Please pray for more similar-minded organizations to be raised up. 

◎Please pray for ministries like GiFT that seeks to encourage and empower returnees. 

◎Please pray for the new small groups to have a good start, especially for the small group leaders (hosts). 
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Ways to GIVE: A.  Online credit card: https://www.jcfn.org/db/donation.php 
 B.  In USA:  By check:  Make it payable to JCFN and mail it to the address above, P.O. Box. 
 C. In Japan:  Postal Account: Account Name:  JCFN  Account No. 00100-8-565348 
   Bank Account: Mizuho Bank Kudanshita Branch  Store No. 352  Account No. 1161342 
    Account Name:  JCFN Daihyo Goto Maki 

✿JCFN North America Ministry Report ✿（Setsu Shimizu, North America Director） 
 

◎No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 
 

The above verse from 1 Corinthians 12:3 reminds me of how 
God works in surprising and wonderful ways. I went to Seattle to 
attend a JEMS camp in August, and to serve at a JXJ Camp in 
September. 

The target audience of JEMS camp is Christians living in 
Seattle. However, E and K were attending that camp as 
nonbelievers. Whenever I speak at a new place, I start out by 
introducing myself. Therefore, I was showing a picture of my home 
church in Hawaii called Makiki church (the church building looks 
like a Japanese castle). After I spoke, E came up to me and shared how surprised she was to see the picture of 
Makiki church because her in-laws were attending that church. E was already seeking God from her heart. God used 
the unfolding of circumstances including me coming from California to Seattle and showing the picture of the church 
in Hawaii to ultimately prompt E to come to believe in Jesus. 

K was visiting Seattle for 3 months over the summer. He never imagined himself to become a Christian, but his 
prior experiences before coming to the States combined with his time at the camp led him to also becoming a 
believer. K even shared his testimony of how he came to faith in Jesus at the JXJ camp before many non-Christian 
students. K has since returned to Japan and is connected to a local church. 

People indeed encounter Jesus through various circumstances. That is because the Lord faithfully makes 
arrangements in each person’s life and opens their hearts. The Holy Spirit at work in them enables them to confess 
that “Jesus Christ is Lord.” This Biblical truth remains the same throughout all generations and in all parts of the 
world. The Lord also continues to nurture those saved souls. That is why we want to keep sowing seeds of the 
gospel in season and out of season. 

Please be praying for E and K. Let’s also pray for the salvation of our friends and neighbors, as well as for the 
spiritual growth of Christians. 
 

◎Local Ministries 
 

JCFN supports various local ministries that reach out to Japanese people. The way we offer support and 
encouragement differs from one to another.  We would like to share some of them with you. Please keep them in 
your prayers.  

JCFN NY: We partner with VIP ministry in NY in organizing outreach events for Japanese people in NY.  
Pneuma: Students at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago organize a monthly event to reach out to students and 

young adults in the Chicago area.  
JXJ: Japanese churches and international ministries in the Seattle area work together with student leaders and 

alumni to hold outreach events and camps to reach out to Japanese people.  
Living Water: Monthly evangelistic gathering held in partnership with an African American church in Pasadena, 

suburb of LA. It combines powerful worship and testimonies to share the gospel. They are celebrating their 5th year 
of ministry partnership. 

APU Friday: Student-led outreach gathering held every Friday at Azusa Pacific University near LA. They reach 
out through preparing meals together, playing games and having worship and sharing testimonies. 
 

✿Please pray for JCFN North America✿ 
 

◎Many ministries are in their full swing at the beginning of the new academic year. May the Holy Spirit work 

powerfully in the hearts of those who are studying or working abroad, so that many of them will come to confess that 
“Jesus Christ is Lord,” and be nurtured in their faith. 

◎Although there will not be an EC this year, URBANA Conference is taking place. Please pray for many Japanese 

people to attend URBANA. Please also pray that many people will respond to the call to world missions there. We 
have also started preparing for EC19 and would appreciate your prayers for it. 

https://www.jcfn.org/db/donation.php
https://www.facebook.com/jcfnnewyork/
https://www.facebook.com/%E3%81%B7%E3%81%AB%E3%82%85%E3%81%BEPneuma-382422108451364/
https://www.facebook.com/JxJ-Japanese-x-Jesus-103209609713725/
https://www.facebook.com/vbclivingwater
https://www.facebook.com/fridaynight.japaneseoutreach

