
  
✿JCFN Japan Ministry Report✿ (Chihiro Okada, Japan Director) 
 

Happy New Year, everyone! I pray for your continued support for JCFN in 2019. 
	

◎We have a new candidate for staff! 
 

We’ve been praying for a new staff for a long time. Last July, Daisuke 
Tsuchida was approved as a candidate (currently he’s fundraising in South 
Carolina). Recently, another candidate passed the Board of Directors 
interview and was added to the list. Her name is Shiori Furuya, and is a 
seminary student who did a 3-month internship with us at JCFN Japan last 
March (her picture is 2nd from the left). Praise God that He answered our 
prayers in this way! 
 

Ms. Shiori Furuya is scheduled to graduate seminary in March and start 
fundraising in April.  Prior to officially start working as a staff, a financial goal 
must be met.  It is 80% of their entire financial needs of the first term (2 
years).  From April, she will be visiting churches and individuals to share about her calling and the importance of 
this ministry.  Please do join us in prayers for Shiori as well as for Daisuke.  Please pray that many would join 
them as their prayer and financial supporters.  If you know of any churches or individuals that they can visit, 
please let us know.  Please also continue to pray for more workers for JCFN ministry. 
 
◎	Prayer and Fast Ministry 
 

On January 16th, Maki and I were invited to a Prayer and Fast Meeting 
in Tokyo, where we lectured about “Returnee Christians Sticking to the Faith 
in Japan.” This prayer meeting started back in the late 20th century when 
people started praying in preparation for the new century. This happens to 
have been the 21st meeting. We were greatly reminded of the importance of 
devoting yourself to prayer in the first month of the year. 
 

In the first first half of our lecture, Director Goto shared about what JSFN is 
and who exactly are returnees, while I (Okada) shared about what it means to 
take in returnees. After our lecture, a couple of interested individuals came up 
to speak with us. One woman said she was saved when she was living in 
North America. She spoke about how she searched for a church upon arriving 
back in Japan and how what we talked about struck a big chord with her. 
Another person was not actually a returnee but asked if there was anything 
they could do for returnees in their own church. At this meeting, we learned 
about the importance of going outside and passing on the ministry to others. 

 
◎	GRC Reunion date decided! 
 

1It has been about a year since the Global Returnees Conference last May. April 27 and the 8th floor chapel in 
the Ochanomizu Christian Center have been decided as the date and venue for this GRC reunion. Please come 
and join us! People who didn’t participate in the conference itself are also welcome! 
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✿Please pray for JCFN Japan ✿ 
◎Please pray for the fundraising of director candidates Daisuke Tsuchida and Shiori Furuya. May God appoint 
them to the position of director in His good timing. 
◎Pray that more and more people and churches would begin taking in returnees. 
◎Pray for all the ministries that are taking in returnees all across Japan as they move into 2019. 
 
 



✿JCFN North America Ministry Report ✿（Setsu Shimizu, North America Director） 
 

◎Urbana 18 (12/27/2018-01/01/2019) 
 

     Urbana18 is an intervarsity missions 
conference in which 10,500 students 
participated in St Louis, Missouri. The 
daily program included preparing our 
hearts with prayer and worship, studying 
Revelations thorough Bible studies and 
lectures, and learning about various 
topics in over 200 workshops.Also, about 160 missionary groups and over 
30 seminaries had both set up, where students can explore their options 
after graduation and have others pray for them. There was so much 
information coming at you at once with such power, that it was like drinking 
from a fire hydrant. But the mysterious things is that even in such a large 
scale missions conference, God spoke to even and every participant 
individually through the 5-day program. 
 

     JCFN was born some 30 years ago at Urbana90. Since 1993, the JCFN 
director has been attending this missions conference every year, has 
provided Japanese translation, learned new things from Urbana, and has been meeting many Japanese 
participants. Over 70 people, which included participants from Japan, joined the Japanese prayer, worship, and 
fellowship every night. Among those were also non-Japanese people with a burden for Japan. 
 

     One of the 200 plus workshops there was one called “Evangelizing Japan,” where 
an amazing 300 plus people attended. I was moved by and thankful for the fact that 
so many people are praying for and feel a burden for Japan. We held a time of prayer 
on the last day with the people interested in Japan, Japanese people, and 
participants from Japan. We thought that only 20 or so people would come. But it 
gave us great joy that over 70 people joined and we were able to pray together for 
Japan and the Japanese participants that joined us. 
 

     Actually, at the time JCFN was born at Urbana90, my own faith was greatly changed and I made the decision 
to follow Jesus. So Urbana holds a special place in our hearts for us at JCFN, as well as for me personally. God 
always speaks to us every time we join Urbana, and this time, He showed us how He knows each and every one 
of us very intimately to the core and that He is calling us to evangelism. He led me to make the decision to give 
everything up to Jesus, who is telling me “I know.” 
 

     I wish to keep serving in Urbana, where JCFN was born, so that through translators, the participants could 
hear everything spoken there, and so we can build networks for and lift up prayers for evangelism in Japan. 
 

 

✿Please pray for JCFN North America ✿ 
◎Please pray that every Urbana18 participant will continue to respond to God’s voice. 
◎There is big group of returnees that returned to Japan this winter. Please pray for their transition to life back in 
Japan. Pray that a Christian community would be given to those that haven’t fought a church yet. 
◎Ministry will start up again after winter vacation. Please pray for all the local gatherings and for JCFN as we 
prepare for EC19 and WIT19. Pray for all the committee members and staff who are involved. 
 

Contacts:  Japanese Christian Fellowship Network  www.jcfn.org 
 North America Office: P.O. Box 17982, Irvine, CA 92623-7982  USA  ushq@jcfn.org  tel 949-424-7535 
 Japan Office: OCC Bldg, 2-1 Kanda Surugadai, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0062 nihon@jcfn.org     tel/fax:03-5217-2505 

 
Ways to GIVE: A.  Online credit card: https://www.jcfn.org/db/donation.php 
 B.  In USA:  By check:  Make it payable to JCFN and mail it to the address above, P.O. Box. 
 C. In Japan:  Postal Account: Account Name:  JCFN  Account No. 00100-8-565348 
   Bank Account: Mizuho Bank Kudanshita Branch  Store No. 352  Account No. 1161342 
    Account Name:  JCFN Daihyo Goto Maki 


