
 
	

 
 

�JCFN Japan Ministry Report� (Maki Goto, Japan Staff) 
 

◎ GRC Reunion 
 

We had Global Returnees Conference 18 
during the Golden Week (Japanese holiday) in 
May of 2018.  It has been a year since the 
conference and we held a reunion for this 
conference on April 27th, Saturday at 
Ochanomizu Christian Center Chapel.  We had 
Mr. and Mrs. Daisuke Yokoyama who were the 
worship leader at GRC also lead the worship at 
the reunion.  We also had Dr. Yamazaki-
Ransom, our GRC18 speaker, spoke at the 
reunion.  There were about 80 people gathered 
for this reunion on this Saturday afternoon. 

 

It began with an opening worship and then ice break activities.  During the worship time, participants 
who already enjoyed a time of fellowship, had such unity in singing praise to the Lord.  The theme song, 
DWELL draw everyone together.  We had Kuriko Maeki who did creative Bible reading through art.  While 
the scripture for the message, Acts 28, was read, she painted on the white canvas to describe the words.   
 

Dr. Yamazaki-Ransom then shared the message.  He said that the reason there is not a concrete ending 
on the Book of Acts is because the work of the mission still continues to today by us.  We all received this 
message with renewed commitment for world mission.  At the end of the program, the donation was 
collected and it will be used for the scholarship fund for GRC2021.  After the program, we had a great 
fellowship time together. 
 

Please do remember GRC21 in your prayers.  Pray that this ministry will continuously be used to equip 
returnees and those who welcome them back in Japan. 
 
� A second daughter was born to Chihiro’s family! 

On April 9th, the Okada family welcomed the second daughter.  Thank you so much for your prayers.  
Yui is her name and her name is a prayer that she would know one and only Savior and share about 
Him.  Please remember Yui to grow as a healthy baby and also for Chihiro for her recovery and maternity 
leave. 
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✿Please pray for JCFN Japan ✿ 
 

◎ Praise the Lord that GRC was blessed!  Please pray that those who had participated at GRC Reunion as 
well as GRC that they would continue to carry out God’s mission.  Please pray for GRC2021 as we began 
to prepare for it. 
◎ Pray for Chihiro for her recovery and for her family.  Pray for the Japan office while Chihiro is away 
for her maternity leave. 
 
 
 



	

Contacts:  Japanese Christian Fellowship Network www.jcfn.org 
 North America Office: P.O. Box 17982, Irvine, CA 92623-7982  USA ushq@jcfn.org  tel 949-424-7535 
 Japan Office: OCC Bldg, 2-1 Kanda Surugadai, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0062 nihon@jcfn.org     tel/fax:03-5217-2505 

 
Ways to GIVE: A.  Online credit card: https://www.jcfn.org/db/donation.php 
 B.  In USA:  By check:  Make it payable to JCFN and mail it to the address above, P.O. Box. 
 C. In Japan:  Postal Account: Account Name:  JCFN  Account No. 00100-8-565348 
   Bank Account: Mizuho Bank Kudanshita Branch  Store No. 352  Account No. 1161342 
    Account Name:  JCFN Daihyo Goto Maki 

✿JCFN North America Ministry Report✿（Setsu Shimizu, North America Director）�
 
◎JCFN’s Essence, Equipping 

JCFN Mission Statement says, “Equipping Returnee Christians for ever-expanding work of the Lord.”  In other 
words, JCFN is here to serve returnee Christians to grow as Christ’s disciples and walk as Ambassadors for Christ as 
they are transformed more like Christ daily.  All of JCFN ministry is focused on this. 
 
◎WIT19 

We will host WIT19 next month and this, too, is a leadership camp just for equipping.  We started this camp in 
2007 and have already trained more than 300 leaders.  WIT is a leadership camp where the WIT graduates become 
and serve as leaders for the next WIT. 

WIT19 is currently being intensively prepared.  This year’s five staffs reside in Illinois, Kentucky, Utah, California, 
Hawaii.  They sought out God’s vision for this year’s WIT, made the program for the 3 day camp, decided who is 
going to lead which sessions and prepared the lessons.  Currently, we are at the last stage of preparation.  Each of them 
give full presentation of their sessions for dress rehearsals.  We give feedback and make sure each session flows well. 

Since we began meeting, it has been almost 6 months.  Since we are in different time zone (there are six hours 
difference between Hawaii and Kentucky!), we meet after work at 8am Pacific Time for about 2 hours or so. 

This year’s WIT19 participants would be blessed and learn from what has been prepared.  However, WIT staffs 
are the ones who are equipped the best and the most.  They pray, prepare and are trained.  This is the essence of 
leadership training at WIT. 

At the wedding at Cana, Jesus performed a very first miracle of turning water into wine.  Those servants who filled 
the jars and carried them back were the ones who witnessed Jesus’ miracle in front of their eyes.  Same as WIT staffs.  
It is a hard work.  Jesus not only would bless their commitment, but through this, He is equipping them and using them 
as leaders already.  May the Lord continue to minister through them.  Please join me in prayer for next leaders as well. 

Thank you so much for your prayers and support for the WIT scholarship fund.  Without them, this is not possible! 
 
◎Central Conference 2019  Ecclesia God’s Family 
From May 27-29, there was CC19 in Chicago.  We had approximately 80 participants.  This year’s theme was God’s 
Family.  We had invited Pastor Yoshinosuke Nakao from Northern California to share the message.  We will make a 
more detailed report next month, so please tune in! 
 
✿Pray for JCFN North America✿ 
◎Many are returning to Japan for summer or for good.  Pray especially for the ones who would return back to Japan 
permanently.  May they have good closure before they depart and smooth transition after they return.  Please pray so 
that they would be able to find good church and fellowship, and that the transition time would be opportunities for 
them to be drawn more closer to God. 
◎Please pray for the Annual Board Meeting 6/11-13 and WIT19 (6/20-2). 
 
✿Pray for JCFN Staff Candidates✿ 
◎ We have included Shiori Furuya’s testimony this month.  She is a newly appointed JCFN staff candidate.  She just 
began her support raise.  Please pray for Shiori as she prepares to become full-time staff with JCFN.  Please also 
remember Daisuke Tsuchida who is also a candidate.  In July, he and his family will return to Japan for about a year.  
Please pray for their preparation to return to Japan and that their time in Japan would be a blessed time.  Pray that 
many would join them in prayers and financial support. 
�



 
 
Introducing Shiori Furuya, our newly appointed JCFN Staff Candidate! 
 
Hallelujah!  Praise the name of our Lord!  My name is Shiori Furuya.  
 

 I was born as the eldest daughter of three girls.  My mother became a Christian first then my father 
did.  So, since I was little, I went to the church and to me God was always in my life.  I have accepted 
God as my Lord and Savior at the age of 12.  “And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom 
I love; with you I am well pleased.”  God gave me this verse as an invitation to believe in Him and I 
responded.  I was baptized then.  Since then, I wanted to serve God.  I studied at Tokyo Christian 
University and majored in International Christian Studies and minor in youth ministry. 
I began to have a desire to serve in returnee ministries when I studied overseas in Seattle and California.  
I witnessed many Japanese being saved in foreign country.  Then I began to have these questions.  
What happens to them after returning to Japan?  Who cares for them spiritually?  I think it was god 
who raised those questions in me. 
 

 Later I learned that many of those returnees leave their faith, I was devastated, and I thought of God 
in pain as well.  At the same time, God gave me His passion into my heart.  “They heard the Gospel, 
they decided to believe, how can this happen?”  This was when God gave me a vision to be involved in 
returnees minister.  However, I didn’t know any ministry that are currently out there, and five years had 
passed.  I didn’t know about JCFN then.  After I returned to Japan, I personally took some of my 
friends to church or introduced them to fellowship, but it was not possible to minister to them on my own. 
 

 After graduation from university, I worked at kindergarten and school.  During that time, God worked 
on me in regard to my own identity, gifts and His vision for me.  In 2017, I decided to study at Tokyo 
Christian University Graduate School.  Since my mother is Korean and I attended church international 
school since 6th grace, I grew up in a very international environment.  People would ask me if I would be 
a missionary in a future, or some of my friends would ask me where I live overseas.  However, I love 
Japan and I wanted to minister to my fellow Japanese since so many are not saved yet.  It was not my 
desire to go overseas but to serve Japan mission, I decided to go to this seminary in Japan. 
 

 Soon after I began my graduate work, in a very unique way, I learned about JCFN.  I decided to visit 
JCFN office, but I only knew that JCFN was a ministry for returnees.  There I heard about opportunity to 
serve as an intern. I served as an intern for three months, and it was during this time that I began to think 
about possibility of being involved in this ministry long-term. 
 

 I attended GRC18 and God reminded me of His passion and calling to me which I felt when I was 
studying in the US.  I asked God, “Where are you calling me to serve?”  This was actually a question I 
have been asking Him for a long time.  I always wondered why God allowed me to grow up in my 
situations and what kind of plan He has for me.  His answer was very clear.  “This is IT!”  It was a 
moment that everything I have experienced made sense.  I prayed to God for assurance from His words.  
Then He gave me following verses.  ““What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no 
human mind has conceived”— the things God has prepared for those who love him” (1 Cor 2:9) “See, I 
am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:19a)  Through these 
verses God has given me an invitation to walk with Him in the path He has prepared for me.  Through 
much prayers and preparation, God had opened the door to be a full-time staff with JCFN.  Currently, I 
am a candidate and began my deputation.  I ask you to join me in prayers so that I would be prepared 
for this ministry.  I give all glories to God and Him alone! 


