
  
 

✿JCFN Japan Ministry Report✿ (Chihiro Okada, Japan Director) 
 

As I write this report, I am amazed at how much the world has changed in just one month. Coronavirus 
cases have been reported in many parts of the world, many countries have declared themselves to be in a state 
of emergency, and many people are forced to stay at home.  We are praying for the leaders in various fields who 
are trying their best in containing the infection, as well as for the healthcare workers who have been overloaded 
with patients.  We are also praying that although people cannot meet at churches to worship, they can remain 
connected with each other and find ways to worship the Lord. In response to the current situation, changes have 
been made in regards to our returnee ministry.  Area gatherings are advised against meeting, and small groups 
are meeting online. We have also heard that students who were studying abroad are returning to Japan earlier 
than planned in response to their circumstances. Please pray for wisdom in following up those returnees, and 
for them to find encouragement as they return to Japan. JCFN usually has our annual joint staff meeting in March, 
but this year, we had to forgo gathering together and had online meetings over four days. We pray for God’s 
protection, healing and peace to be upon everyone, for He is the One who has overcome all threats, including 
those that cannot be seen. 
 

◎Small Group Hosts’ Meeting 
 

On Saturday, March 28th, we had our south Kanto area small group hosts’ meeting, which meets quarterly. 
Usually, we meet at the JCFN office in Ochanomizu, and spend our time enjoying delicious dessert and coffee. 
This time, we had to meet online. JCFN had been advising area gatherings and small groups against meeting 
together, and several small groups were already doing so. Most small groups used to meet in the evenings at a 
cafe near a train station for people to be able to join after work, or on their way home. They usually met for an 
hour and a half to two hours to share about their lives, have a Bible study, and to pray for each other. However, 
online small groups were being creative about when they met. Some groups pushed back their meeting time for 
people to be able to join after work, some decided to share prayer requests electronically to accommodate a 
shorter meeting time. Although the small groups now have to navigate different constraints, one positive outcome 
is that each group has had the opportunity to reevaluate what their priorities are. Although we do not know how 
much longer this situation will last, we pray for members of each group to continue to find ways to encourage 
each other. 
 

◎Time of Preparation: Time to be Equipped and to Serve God 
 

All of JCFN’s work is aimed at helping returnees become well-equipped 
Christians. Because of the coronavirus, it has become hard to predict if we can 
even hold many of our activities and conferences during this time. Since the end 
of February, we have been preparing for the BBWIT20 conference scheduled 
in May.  It is postponed until July because of the state of emergency declaration, 
but we are continuing on with the planning. We believe that this time of 
preparation is indeed a time of being equipped. Those who are planning for it 
continue to give their full energy in their respective responsibilities. The theme 
of BBWIT20 is “Knit Together in His Love.” Our hope is for people involved in 
returnee ministry to find encouragement from being found in the same love of God and from serving together, 
although they may be ministering in different places. The organizing committee for Global Returnees Conference 
(GRC) 21 that is planned in May of next year has also begun planning. Time of preparation is also time of serving 
God. We pray for God to be equipping each person who is involved in those conferences.     
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✿Please pray for JCFN Japan ✿ 

◎Please pray for those who are following up on returnees and online small groups to find encouragement and 
continue their work despite many restrictions imposed due to the coronavirus.  
◎Please pray for the preparations of various conferences as they go on despite the uncertainty of the future. 
May those who are involved in the planning find encouragement, and be able to grow spiritually. Please also 
pray for wisdom from God in making various decisions concerning those conferences. 



	

Contacts:  Japanese Christian Fellowship Network  www.jcfn.org 
 North America Office: P.O. Box 17982, Irvine, CA 92623-7982  USA  ushq@jcfn.org  tel 949-424-7535 
 Japan Office: OCC Bldg, 2-1 Kanda Surugadai, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0062 nihon@jcfn.org     tel/fax:03-5217-2505 

 
Ways to GIVE: A.  Online credit card: https://www.jcfn.org/db/donation.php 
 B.  In USA:  By check:  Make it payable to JCFN and mail it to the address above, P.O. Box. 
 C. In Japan:  Postal Account: Account Name:  JCFN  Account No. 00100-8-565348 
   Bank Account: Mizuho Bank Kudanshita Branch  Store No. 352  Account No. 1161342 
    Account Name:  JCFN Daihyo Goto Maki 

✿JCFN North America Ministry Report ✿（Setsu Shimizu, North America Director） 
 

Dear ministry partners, although we are in the middle of a state of emergency, I hope you are doing well.  
A few days ago, a friend of mine who is a nurse asked for prayer. In this time of emergency, the emotional toll 
on the healthcare workers is unimaginably huge, as they work long and intense hours and watch many people 
die day in and day out. There are many prayer needs around us. I believe praying hands are needed because 
we are in such a time as this. Let’s continue to pray together. 

 

◎Online Joint Staff Meeting 
 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, our annual joint staff meeting 
became online meetings. Because of this, we were thankful that two 
staff candidates and associate staff members from both countries were 
also able to join our meeting for the first time. Our usual four-day 
meeting was condensed into three days, each for five-and-a-half hours. 
It was a big blessing to be able to have focused discussions without 
some of us feeling jet lagged or tired from traveling. Because we were 
online, we were not able to do certain things, but at the same time, new 
opportunities arose. It was good to note some of those new insights 
and blessings from God, which we would like to take into consideration 
as our ministry continues to change.  
 

At our meeting, we were able to reaffirm that although the state 
of the Japanese diaspora continues shifting, the ministry of JCFN continues to remain committed to engaging in 
evangelization of Japan and the world through returnee ministry. It was truly a blessing to be able to have 
discussions that made us excited for what the Lord has in store for us as we look forward to celebrating 30 years 
of ministry. 
 

◎Moving to Online Platforms 
 

Central Conference that has been held in Chicago every year at the 
end of May has been changed as an online conference. This year’s 
organizing committee members are eagerly making ways in their planning, 
focusing on the unique opportunities they can offer because of this new 
online platform. Please consider attending. central.jcfn.org 
 

As for WIT20 Leadership Camp, since it is difficult to offer many things 
that we had been doing in the online platform, we decided to come up with a 
completely different content online. We are still hashing out the details, but 
we are excited for it. 
 

◎Following Up on Emergency Returnees 
 

We are in need to do follow ups on students who were studying abroad as well as expats who had to 
shorten their overseas stay and return to Japan (Emergency Returnees). They had to make plans to return on a 
short notice without having had enough time to say good-bye to their dear friends at church. Even after returning 
to Japan, they have been worshipping online, so have not yet  found fellowship. Please pray for us to be able to 
offer effective and timely follow-ups. If you know of anyone in need of follow-up, please contact us. 
 

✿Please pray for JCFN North America✿ 
 

◎Please pray for the coronavirus pandemic to settle down swiftly. May effective treatments and vaccines be 
discovered as soon as possible. Let’s also pray for the healthcare workers and the world leaders.  
◎Please pray for the preparations for the online WIT20 conference. 


