
  
 

✿JCFN Japan Ministry Report✿ (Chihiro Okada, Japan Director) 
 

My prayers are with all of you who are feeling the strain of the COVID-19 pandemic, whether by contracting 
the virus, having loved ones who have contracted the virus, or affecting your employment. May God continue to 
guide you and bring healing and comfort in your situation. 
 

Japan announced the end of all stay-at-home orders in the last week of May. However, we must all continue 
to live and carry out our ministry according to the “new norm,” by keeping virus prevention measures in the 
forefront.  Many people who were living abroad had to return to Japan on a very short notice. We are praying for 
those returnees that they will continue to walk with the Lord, and that JCFN may be able to provide the needed 
assistance to them during this time. Some of those returnees were interviewed by Christian Global Network 
Television (CGNTV). You can view the footage in the link below.  https://youtu.be/T_6UsssmFbc 
 

◎Seeing Change as Opportunity 
 

Both in Japan and in North America, JCFN’s ministries which involved people to meet in groups have 
adjusted to meeting online instead. In North America, Central Conference (CC20) was held at the end of May over 
three days. We have decided to hold our summer WIT Leadership Camp online as well. We have also started 
considering holding the Equipper Conference at the end of the year online.  We are looking into modifying the 
BBWIT Leadership Camp in Japan as an online training as well. While many ministry organizations and activities 
have had to cancel their conferences, JCFN has been able to continue our ministry in a new format. Someone 
once said, “It’s great that JCFN is so flexible.” As I was pondering on why we are this way in prayer, it dawned 
upon me that it is because we are a returnee ministry. As our work involves regular interactions with returnees 
and those who are supporting returnees, we always tell them how change can be an opportunity. In such a time 
as this, when God, in His mercy, is allowing the world to go through this big “change,” I realized that JCFN 
continues to take hold of this situation as an opportunity for ministry. I hope that those of us involved in returnee 
ministry will be good witnesses as we respond to this God-given opportunity. 
 

◎Please Pray for Our Staff Candidates 
 

We currently have two staff candidates with JCFN who are raising support in 
order to serve with us. Usually, staff candidates visit various churches’ worship 
services and prayer meetings, ministry gatherings and small groups to share about 
the work they will be doing. As they expand their network, they invite people to 
partner with them in their ministry. However, due to COVID-19, our staff candidates 
are unable to visit churches for worship services or ministry gatherings. However, 
they have continued to prayerfully contact their friends to share about the calling they 
have received to serve in returnee ministry in creative ways such as through 
newsletters and podcasts. As a result, they are encouraged that people have been 
joining their support team. Even though people are adjusting to the “new norm,” it is 
presumed that large gatherings will still be discouraged for the foreseeable future. 
Please pray that our staff candidates will be able to continue to grow their support 
base for prayer and financial support. Daisuke Tsuchida is living in Miyagi-prefecture, 
and Shiori Furuya is living in Kanagawa-prefecture, as they continue their support 
raising. If you are interested in getting in touch with them, please contact us.    
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✿Please pray for JCFN Japan ✿ 

◎Please pray for God’s wisdom as JCFN continues to serve in this time of the “new norm.” Please especially 
pray for the conferences that are in planning, and for the area meetings and small groups.  
◎Please pray for the two staff candidates, Daisuke Tsuchida and Shiori Furuya, as they continue to raise 
support. May they be able to join the staff team according to God’s best timing. 



	

Contacts:  Japanese Christian Fellowship Network  www.jcfn.org 
 North America Office: P.O. Box 17982, Irvine, CA 92623-7982  USA  ushq@jcfn.org  tel 949-424-7535 
 Japan Office: OCC Bldg, 2-1 Kanda Surugadai, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0062 nihon@jcfn.org     tel/fax:03-5217-2505 

 
Ways to GIVE: A.  Online credit card: https://www.jcfn.org/db/donation.php 
 B.  In USA:  By check:  Make it payable to JCFN and mail it to the address above, P.O. Box. 
 C. In Japan:  Postal Account: Account Name:  JCFN  Account No. 00100-8-565348 
   Bank Account: Mizuho Bank Kudanshita Branch  Store No. 352  Account No. 1161342 
    Account Name:  JCFN Daihyo Goto Maki 

✿JCFN North America Ministry Report ✿（Setsu Shimizu, North America Director） 
 

Greetings, everyone! I hope you are doing well. Along with our Japan staff Chihiro Okada, those of us in North 
America are also praying for swift measures to bring COVID-19 under control as well as for those whose lives have 
been impacted by it. 

 

◎Online Central Conference Was Truly A Blessed Time! Thanks Be to God! 
The annual Central Conference (CC) over the Memorial Day weekend was 

held online this year. Usually, there would be about 100 participants gathering in 
Chicago. Although it was the first-ever online conference, thanks to the wonderful 
technology we have, we had over 260 participants from around the world 
(including many parts of Japan, Switzerland, England, Alaska and Canada)!  It 
was truly a blessed time.  

The theme of the conference was “Bearing Fruit.” Over the three days, we 
had morning prayer meetings, seminars, large group sessions and time for small 
groups. On the second evening, there was even a session for people to openly 
discuss the topic of “relationships” with one another. It was a fun and meaningful 
time for all. We worshiped by singing along with pre-recorded videos created by 
the worship team. It was so special and worshipful to be able to see many people 
joyfully praising God together from around the world through zoom. My husband, 
Mao, was the main speaker. God empowered  him to speak boldly, including moments of laughter, tears and 
overwhelming love. I would like to take this moment to thank everyone who had prayed for him.  

Small group time over zoom was also full of blessings. People who didn’t know each other from around the world 
were placed in the same group. However, they were able to quickly break the ice and share openly from each other’s 
hearts about what God is saying to them through the main speaker and in their daily lives.  We were able to experience 
the same joys of physically being in a small group.  

Even if you were not able to participate in CC, you can still experience the blessings of this conference by watching 
the recorded sessions on youtube. They will be published in the coming days. I am grateful for the planning committee 
members for the hard work they had put into the conference and for all those who volunteered during the conference 
in various capacities. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH1R88qb5IIN52JeZwT9xTw 
 

◎Upcoming Online Conferences 
We have decided to hold WIT 20 online from June 12-13. We are making big changes in the content and the 

duration of the training. WIT won’t be what it’s been in the past, but we are also excited for the new opportunities we 
have because of the  online platform. Our theme this year is, of all things, “Surrender.” 

Since each member of the planning committee had been preparing for the conference with big expectations, it 
was quite a downer when we had to break the news that it might have to take place online. However, they realized that 
it was mostly on themselves that God was teaching about “Surrender.” They have continued to prepare for the training 
and look forward to seeing how God will work during the training. 33 people including staff will be taking part. Some 
people who had to return to Japan because of COVID-19 will also be participating from Japan. Some people who initially 
couldn’t attend this year are now able to do so because it became online, or because of COVID-19. We thank God for 
guiding us this far in the preparation and look forward to what He has in store for everyone. I am eager to report back 
to you in the next ministry update. Please be praying for WIT20. 
 

✿Please pray for JCFN North America✿ 
◎Praise God for blessing the online CC20 with His overflowing grace. Let us give thanks to God together. Please pray for wisdom 
and opportunities to provide follow up on those who need it. 
◎Please be praying for online WIT20 from June 12-13. May each and every one of the 33 participants be able to not only learn 
about the topic of “Surrender,” but experience the power of the Holy Spirit working in them and grow in their faith. 
◎JCFN will hold its annual board meeting online from June 16-18. There are many important topics to discuss, including our 30th 
anniversary at the end of this year. Please pray for the Lord’s leading, unity in the Holy Spirit, and for God’s presence during our 
meeting. 


