
  
 

✿JCFN Japan Ministry Report✿ (Chihiro Okada, Japan Director) 
 

We continue to pray for everyone whose lives have been affected by the Coronavirus pandemic.  May God’s 
peace will guide them, and may all their needs be met through His grace. 
 

◎GiFT+ 
 

As many ministries transitioned to online platforms in North America and 
Japan, we had our first online gathering for returnees on Saturday, June 6th.  

Growing in Fellowship Tokyo (GiFT) is a monthly gathering for returnees 
in Tokyo. A new group of leaders in the Tokyo area have been organizing, 
praying for and planning GiFT since April through online meetings since they 
could not actually meet in person. In the past, we have organized an event 
called Summer Celebration in July to coincide with a large flux of returnees 
during the summer. Realizing that we could not physically organize Summer 
Celebration this year, the leaders decided to plan an online gathering. Taking 
advantage of the online platform, we renamed the conference as 
“GiFT+(plus)” in the hopes that returnees from all over Japan would attend. 
As a result, we had over 70 people from all over Japan and even abroad that 
participated.   

Rev. Kenichi Shibusawa from New Zealand, who was the guest speaker 
at GRC18, spoke at GiFT+, which was another blessing of having an online 
gathering. The participants were encouraged by his message. GiFT provided 
the opportunity for those who had to suddenly return to Japan because of 
Coronavirus, and those who were in need of finding community in Japan, to 
be able to have meaningful connections with each other. We have heard that 
some people have joined small groups as a result of attending GiFT. The next 
GiFT gathering is scheduled for August 22. We are praying that we may be 
able to meet in person for this one, and are planning accordingly. Please 
continue to pray for GiFT, and for the various meetings that are held for returnees around the country. 
 

◎Planning for GRC21 
 

The planning committee for Global Returnees Conference (GRC)21 have been meeting since March through 
monthly online meetings with the plan to hold the conference next May. They decided on the theme for the 
conference to be “In the Name of Jesus…” They are now in the process of fleshing out their plans. In the past, 
the committee members have had a face-to-face meeting at least a year before the conference. However, we 
cannot do that this year. Please pray for the planning committee members from Kansai, Tokai, and Kanto areas 
as they work together. 
 

◎New Fiscal Year〜Renewal of  Supporting Membership 
 

JCFN’s new fiscal year starts in July. We will be celebrating JCFN’s 30th year anniversary during this time. 
Please pray that we will be able to follow God’s lead and move forward with His work. We are praying for new 
supporting members to be added to help JCFN’s ministry with prayer and financial giving. Our goal is 300 new 
supporting members in preparing for the 30th year anniversary celebrations. Thank you so much for your 
partnership in the ministry.   
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✿Please pray for JCFN Japan ✿ 

◎Please pray for wisdom for connecting with returnees.  
◎Please pray for the planning committee members of GRC21 and for their preparations. 
◎Please pray that supporting members will be added during the new fiscal year. 



	

Contacts:  Japanese Christian Fellowship Network  www.jcfn.org 
 North America Office: P.O. Box 17982, Irvine, CA 92623-7982  USA  ushq@jcfn.org  tel 949-424-7535 
 Japan Office: OCC Bldg, 2-1 Kanda Surugadai, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0062 nihon@jcfn.org     tel/fax:03-5217-2505 

 
Ways to GIVE: A.  Online credit card: https://www.jcfn.org/db/donation.php 
 B.  In USA:  By check:  Make it payable to JCFN and mail it to the address above, P.O. Box. 
 C. In Japan:  Postal Account: Account Name:  JCFN  Account No. 00100-8-565348 
   Bank Account: Mizuho Bank Kudanshita Branch  Store No. 352  Account No. 1161342 
    Account Name:  JCFN Daihyo Goto Maki 

✿JCFN North America Ministry Report ✿（Setsu Shimizu, North America Director） 
 

Tired of zoom?  By no means!! 
We’ve continued to mostly work through the online platform by having our annual staff meeting, Central 

Conference, and leadership training camp WIT20, as well as the annual board meeting. We could even 
participate in GiFT+ gathering this year because it was online. Each of those meetings and conferences was 
truly blessed by God. We are simply grateful and in awe of God for showing us how special and meaningful 
online meetings can be, and for having blessed us abundantly through them. 
 

◎Online WIT20！ 
WIT20 was held from June 12-13. We never imagined 

that it would turn into an online conference, but God must have 
known it as He led director Kana Lopez to decide on the theme 
of the conference to be “Surrender: Let it go, seriously. ” The 
planning committee chose to let go of their original plans and 
to trust in God’s blessings and promises. 33 people including 
staff attended WIT20, and experienced a wonderful yet 
intense training that was only possible because it was online. 
We are grateful that some participants were able to attend 
from Japan, although they had to leave the US because of the 
Coronavirus.  Through the training we were reminded that 
surrendering means to let go of our pride and become humble. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ is the ultimate example of that, as 
someone who was God but took on human flesh and 
surrendered to God by humbling himself to the point of death 
on the cross. We are grateful for the opportunity that emerging 
leaders as well as those who are nurturing them were able to learn about this theme.  Thank you for your prayers. 
 

◎Online Annual Board Meeting！ 
After WIT20 came the annual board meeting. This year, we had the most number of participants, namely 

because it was an online meeting. JCFN board members are spread throughout North America and Japan. Many 
of them  have been making big sacrifices to attend our annual meeting that is usually held in California or Tokyo. 
Taking our time differences into consideration was important as we planned this year’s meeting. We decided to 
have three days of meeting for three hours each,  with a total of nine hours of meeting, which was the shortest 
board meeting ever. Each participant did not have to leave their home and not experience any jet lag, so maybe 
it will be hard to change it back to the way we had been doing it in the future.  At the meeting, we discussed and 
decided on important matters related to the salary system and support raising for the two staff candidates, Mr. 
Tsuchida and Ms. Furuya.  We also had discussions around the topic of JCFN’s 30th anniversary. It was also a 
blessed time to be able to understand how each person is serving as a board member with a clear sense of calling 
and a love for the work of JCFN.  Thank you for praying for us. 
 

✿Please pray for JCFN North America✿ 
◎Praise God for blessing the online  WIT20 (June 12-13) and the online annual board meeting. May His name be 
praised.  
◎We have decided to hold EC20 as an online conference. The planning committee is excited and trusting in God about 
the opportunities that come with holding an online conference. EC20 will be the kick-off for the 30th Anniversary 
Celebration. We are praying that EC20 will truly be one-of-a-kind of a conference in many ways in the history of JCFN. 
We are hoping for people from not only North America but Japan, Oceania, Europe and Asia to be able to take part. 
We will need a lot of help with the technological side of things, so please pray for all the needs to be met. 


