
  
 

Hallelujah! 
It's been a while, how are you doing? This month we have a lot to share with you: a report on EC22, and a report on our 
ministries, mainly in North America, as we enter 2023. 
 
✿JCFN North America Ministry Report ✿（Setsu Shimizu） 
 

The Unshakable ~Our Firm Foundation~ 
He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall never be shaken. Psalm 62:2 (NRSV) 
 
◎ Report from EC22 ◎  
 

It has already been more than two months 
since EC22. We pray that each 
participant can walk in the blessings they 
received at EC today. We had 286 
participants at this year's EC (breakdown: 
14 children, 74 youth, 77 university 
students, 124 adults).  There were also 27 
in the English program and 22 seekers, 
including youth. And 45 people were 
from Japan. 
 

 According to the EC survey (111 
respondents), 7 people made a decision to 
believe in Jesus, 2 people made a 
decision to be baptized, 8 people made a 
decision to commit to full-time ministry 
in the future, 47 people re-committed to their current ministry, 47 people committed to future ministry (in whatever form, 
at work, school, home, church, or other community), and 45 people committed to their future ministry. and church 
communities). One person (We don't know his/her name) made the decision to join the JCFN staff! (I wonder who...) 
 

 During the plenary session, the theme of EC22 was “The Unshakable ~Our Firm Foundation~” (theme verse: "He alone 
is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall never be shaken. Psalm 62:2), four messengers (Pastor Sunao Shimada, 
Pastor Sho Ichikawa, Pastor Mari Fukusaku, and Pastor Mao Shimizu) delivered the words of God in a straightforward, 
powerful, and bold manner. 
 

 EC's program is very full. The general program begins with an optional prayer meeting in the morning, followed by an 
inductive Bible study after breakfast, and then a Bible Expository message from the same passage. After lunch, the 
afternoon is a short free time to get to know each other, buy books at the EC bookstore, take a nap if you are tired, or if 
you are feeling energetic (in the rain), go ziplining or play archery. Then, just in time, we choose from 15 workshops to 
attend the one that interests us, and dinner is served. The evening plenary session is filled with praise, powerful messages, 
small group sharing of responses, and sleep.... Youth, English, and children's programs are also with full schedules. There 
was a field day, a game tournament, a testimony contest, and a campfire. 
 

 You can watch some of them on YouTube.  
 Please enjoy the blessings as many times as you can.  
 Plenary Session: https://bit.ly/ec22plenary 
 Workshops: https://bit.ly/ec22workshop 
 Others (skits and commercials):  https://bit.ly/ec22skitcm 
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https://bit.ly/JCFN-ecplaylist 
 
 



◎Blessings from EC22 ◎ 
 

     Many people have written testimonies (you can read them at https://bit.ly/ec22testimony. I would like to share with 
you the testimony of one of them. This person was a seeker and attended EC for the first time.  He was invited to EC by a 
friend from church. He almost gave up because of the high cost, but thanks to a scholarship from EC and a fundraiser from 
his church, he was able to attend. And to our surprise, He accepted Christ on January 1!  This is what he wrote. 
 

When I came to America two years ago, I never imagined that I would become a Christian. However, 
I feel that this was part of Heavenly Father's and Jesus Christ's plan. From now on, as a Christian who 
serves Jesus, I will devote myself daily, love my neighbor, and walk through life with Jesus. I sincerely 
hope that more Japanese people will come into contact with Jesus' love and know the joy of living with 
Him. I pray from the bottom of my heart that everyone who reads this testimony of grace will be 
remembered by Jesus and that His love, healing, and Word will be poured out in abundance. Amen. 
 

     Please read the other testimonies. There's a lot of grace in them! Also, please visit our Facebook page for photos and 
other information. https://www.facebook.com/equipperconference 

 
◎ Continuing to EC23 ◎ 
    Thank you for your prayers for EC22. We have made the decision to hold EC23, and we have begun recruiting new 
committee members, as well as looking for a venue, and just recently we were miraculously given a new venue! We also 
need a few more executive committee members, and we will start meeting with the executive committee this month. 
Daisuke will continue to serve as EC23. Please continue to pray for us.  
 
 
 

✿Please pray for JCFN✿ 
◎We featured EC22 in this issue, and we ask that you pray for the preparations for EC22. Please pray for the speakers, committee 
members and other volunteers who will be serving at EC22 that they may be protected spiritually, physically, and emotionally.  
 

◎Please pray for the Winter Fundraise.  Pray that the Lord will meet all of our needs.  
 
✿Please pray Japan JCFN✿ 
◎ The Annual Joint Staff Meeting will be held online March 20-22. With the recent changes in the international student 
trend, returnee ministries have been greatly affected. In such a situation, youth ministry is making great strides in North 
America, and we feel the Lord is speaking to us to rethink the ministry of JCFN, including the direction of EC. Please 
pray that at the Annual Joint Staff, we will be able to reflect on the ministry and listen to the Lord's leading for the future. 
 

◎ Starting in January, we are pleased to announce that Allison Smith will be serving as our North American Intern for a 
year. She will be sent to Japan next year as an OMF missionary, but until then, she will be working in the diaspora here 
to gain experience. Please pray for the progress of her ministry to students and expatriate families, especially in Southern 
California, and for blessings on Allison's training. 
 

◎Pray for returnee ministries and small groups in various areas of Japan. Please pray for the addition of people involved 
in each ministry and for wisdom in the direction of the ministry as the fiscal year changes in Japan. 
 

◎ Pray for preparations for GRC23 to be held May 3-6 in Yamanashi Prefecture. Pray that the online registration process 
will go smoothly and that many will be able to sign up, and that the scholarship fund will be given abundantly to help with 
participation and transportation expenses. https://globalreturnees.org/ 
 

 

 


