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Annual Report

Simon answered, “Master, we’ve 
worked hard all night and haven’t 

caught anything. But because you say 
so, I will let down the nets.”  When they 
had done so, they caught such a large 
number of fish that their nets began to 

break. (Luke 5:5-6)

“But because you say so” 

One of the questions people ask often 
is “what do you need to do so that peo-
ple would continue to grow in their faith 
even after they return to Japan?”  There 
is one situation I think about when I try 
to answer this question.

Those who become Christians outside 
of Japan make their most important de-
cision of their lives which is “to believe 
in Jesus.”  However, after they return to 
Japan and face various difficulties, their 
faith is tested and sometimes some leave 
their faith behind.  From my ministry ex-
periences, overcoming trials would give 
them positive influences on their spiri-

tual walk after they return to Japan.  In 
other words, if they face some kind of tri-
als prior to their return and choose God’s 
will over their own will, such experiences 
would strengthen their faith.  If they face 
their trials before they return to Japan, 
their spiritual families and friends would 
support and pray for them.  However, 
once they return to Japan, those spiritual 
connections are oceans away, and they 
have to face these trials on their own.

Of course, you can’t manufacture such 
trials prior to their return to Japan.  That 
is why we want to prepare them before 
their return to Japan and follow up with 
them so that all returnees would be able 
to follow Christ as it says in the scripture 
above, “But because you say so.”

In Japan, through GRC18 (Global Re-
turnees Conference), the network of re-
turnees from around the world is ex-
panding.  During GRC18, through both 
C-link and the main conference, we heard 
testimonies from returnees about how they 
are using their gifts to build up the churches 

and to spread the Good News.  We also had 
a networking time to think together how we 
can use our spiritual gifts to serve together.  
We feel that our returnees ministries have 
moved forward from caring for returnees 
(of course this is a very important aspect 
of our ministry!) to ministering together 
with returnees.  This is happening because 
there are returnees who are living a life 
based on “but because you say so.”

In North America, we had another year 
of equipping next generation leaders 
through EC (Equipper Conference) and 
WIT leadership camp, and we are excited 
to be involved in the lives of those who 
continue to choose Jesus by saying “but 
because you say so.” We are hoping to 
think through how we can be engaged in 
evangelizing exchange students and fol-
lowing up utilizing networks of different 
international student ministries as well as 
student ministries in Japan.  We also are 
hoping to expand our network of cities 
among those in North America that are 
reaching out to Japanese and those cities in 
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Japan where the majority of these business 
families return to.

 Lastly, I want to share with you won-
derful news which is also a request from 
us.  Thank you for praying with us for 
new workers!  As you have read it in the 
newsletter, Daisuke Tsuchida was lead 
to serve God as a JCFN staff member. 
Currently, he is in the midst of partner-
ship development in which they are re-
cruiting those who support them through 
prayers and finances.  He just said yes to 
Jesus, “but because you say so.”  Please 
join him and his family for this new 
chapter!  We ask you to pray and support 
the Tsuchidas in the ministry God has for 
returnees.

Setsu Shimizu
North America Director

JCFN Staff & Associates at Vision Meeting 
(Tokyo: 3/10/2018)

Dear supporters of JCFN,

There are many people who are suf-
fering from heavy rains in western Japan, 
Typhoon 21, and the big earthquake in 
Hokkaido. To these people, we extend our 
sincere condolences, and we pray that they 
will recover as quickly as possible.

Thanks to your prayers and support, I 
am able to give this annual report.

Because GRC18 (Global Returnees 
Conference) took place in Japan this year, 
we held our board meeting in Tokyo.

1. GRC18
2. Future Prospects
3. Support for Staff Members
4. Board Members 

1. GRC18

We are deeply thankful to everyone who 
participated in GRC18, as well as those who 
planned and served. We tried something 
new by changing the Ministry Workers 
Network to C-link, which is a platform for 

Christian workers in different places around 
the world to connect and spread their min-
istries. Each person introduced themselves 
based on one of four characteristics, and we 
were able to see how regional outreaches 
might connect to one another in the future.

There was also an art workshop. At every 
meeting, we were blessed by some new art-
work on the stage.

There was wide range in the ages of the 
attendees. We are trying to think of ways to 
use the experience of those who are middle 
aged to help the younger generation.

2. Future Prospects

In 2021, JCFN will have its 30th anniver-
sary. As times change, so do exchange stu-
dents and returnees. Growth takes place. Our 
ministry is already more than simply follow-
ing up with returnees. They are partners in 
our growth. Of those who have returned to 
Japan, there are some who make a commit-
ment to God and grow. We coordinate with 
those people, as well as with regional gath-
erings, and we are looking forward to what 

they can accomplish.

EC in North America 
and GRC in Japan are the 
backbone of what we do, 
but we also want to gauge 
the growth of former stu-
dents in their second stage 
of leadership.

3. Support for Staff 
Members 

We currently have some 
candidates for a new staff 
member. They will need 

2018 JCFN Board Meeting Report Hiroaki Yonai, JCFN Board Chairman

to start support raising. Please continue 
to support our staff members. We are also 
continuing to recruit more supporting 
members. Please check our website. We 
will be thankful if you can keep the sup-
port of the staff members in consideration 
at each regional gathering.

4. Board Members

Chairman:
Hiroaki Yonai 

(Kokubunji Baptist Church, Pastor, Japan)

Board:
Douglas Whittet 

(OMF International, Missionary, North America)
Yoshio Shibasaki 

(Plante Moran Tax General Manager/Operations 
Manager, North America)

Hidenori Takahashi 
(Tachikawa Evangelical Free Church, Pastor, 
Japan)

Sachi Nakamura 
(Ph.D.in Psychology, Translator, North America)

Manabu Nishikori 
(Japanese Christian Church of New Jersey, Pastor, 
North America)

Ryuichi Yamazaki 
(Ochanomizu Christian Center Board Member, 
Japan)

Rick Chuman 
(JEMS Director, North America)

Auditor: 
Eliya Onoe 

(Ohara Graduate School of Accounting, Professor, 
Japan)

Manager: 
Yosuke Mikami 

(Yamaha Canada Music, Former President, North 
America)
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The highlight of JCFN Japan in the 2017 
fiscal year was GRC18 (Global Returnees 
Conference), which was held in May. The 
executive committee was formed in May 
2016, and they spent two years preparing 
for the conference. The theme was “Dwell 
~God With Us~”, and God spoke to us 
about bringing about His will regarding 
Him living together with us, and how we 
are sent out as ambassadors of His king-
dom. We trust that the networks that were 
formed during the conference are still con-
tinuing. Looking at the executive commit-
tee members, most of them had previously 
served as directors at Equipper Conference 
(EC) in North America. We were able to see 
the leadership development that began at 
EC coming to fruition in Japan at GRC18.

Also, through EC, we were able to see 
the fruit of various ministries. For region-
al ministries, we were able to visit vari-

Once more this fiscal year, we held 
events in North America such as the 
WIT Leadership Camp, Central Con-
ference, and the Equipper Conference. 
Through these events, God has worked 
with and spoken to each of the partici-
pants in preparation for their return to 
Japan. Also, the people on the prepa-
ration committee, the leaders, and the 
other volunteers are all experiencing the 
grace and blessings of God, are grow-
ing, and are being prepped for their life 
back home through the act of serving. It 
gives us great joy to see these individu-
als serve as “safety nets” for returnees. 
At the same time, the purpose and objec-
tive of our ministry is to see these indi-
viduals spread the news about Jesus at 
church, work, home, school, and among 

Report from Japan Chihiro Okada

Report from North America Setsu Shimizu

their friends outside of the Returnees 
Ministry.

We also had the Global Returnees 
Conference (GRC) in Japan, where we 
saw a bridge be erected between Japan 
and the rest of the world. As a part of 
this expanding network between Japan 
and the world, the Michigan Network, 
which JCFN is working with, has also 
been growing. In 2011, the relationship 
between local churches in Michigan 
which evangelizes to Japanese business 
families and churches in Toyota City 
where these people eventually return to 
began developping.  And then in 2015, 
pastors from Toyota City visited Michi-
gan, which led to a short-term mission 
team visiting Toyota city this year. Dur-

ing their visit, returnees from 
Michigan were able to have a 
reunion meeting, and there was 
even a kids’ English camp in 
Toyota City. Praise God for tan-
gible connections such as these.

Moreover, we were given 
an opportunity at the Laus-
anne Movement International 
Student Forum to present how 
returnees follow-ups are done, 
how returnees’ ministries ex-
pands, and etc.. Follow-ups are 

common issues  among international stu-
dents ministries around  the world and 
God has used this small ministry for His 
purposes.

Our next plans include 1) research to 
find other possible areas such as Toyota 
City and Michigan and connect these 
chruches, 2) connect Christian exchange 
students from Japan with international 
student ministries in the same area for 
their spiritual care and ministry opportu-
nities 3) ascertain the direction of youth 
ministries for next generation in North 
America within JCFN.

Prayer Requests

(1)That we would be able to advance the 
work to prepare returnees prior to their  
return home.

(2)That we would be able to evangelize 
Japanese business families and interna-
tional students and do follow-ups utiliz-
ing all the resources we have.

(3)That we would be able to faithfully 
carry out the new tasks given to us and 
that God to  send us more workers

ous regions. In Kanto, 
new small groups were 
formed in Marunouchi, 
Funabashi, Utsunomi-
ya, and Yokohama. 
Including these new 
groups, as of this fall, 
there are 12 active groups in Kanto.

Going back to December 2017, those 
who attended EC from Japan were very 
conscious of welcoming returnees. As 
much as they could during the conference, 
they connected with people who had plans 
to return to Japan soon, as well as assigning 
people to contact these returnees at the time 
they would arrive in Japan.

Also, for the first time in Japan, we had 
a seminary student intern from March until 
June. We are hoping that, in the future, new 
staff members will be raised up. Last year 
we had one associate staff, and in the new 

year we had one more join us, so now we 
have two staff, six associate staff, and one 
office staff. We will continue with this sys-
tem this year in JCFN Japan.

Prayer Requests

(1) That God would use and encourage 
small groups and regional returnee gather-
ings. 
(2) That God would continue to guide the 
paths of GRC18 attendees.
(3) That God would increase staff and re-
gional associate staff, and that a good sys-
tem to do so would be developed.

Japan Regional Leaders' Meeting＠GRC18 
(Yamanashi: 5/4/2018)

WIT18 (California: 6/21-23/2018)
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JCFN Staff Update
Each staff update is constructed as follows.  Name . Title . Update . Prayer Requests

Setsu Shimizu
North America Director

One of my biggest joy in the ministry is 
to witness individuals respond in faith to 
God’s call. That’s why JCFN ministry 
is so exciting! Especially in the US, be-
cause leaders eventually go back to Ja-
pan, leadership development is vital and 
necessary. Without leadership succes-
sion, the ministry would stop. That’s why 
it is a joy and privilege to be involved in 
leadership development through “WIT” 
and various regional ministries. It is our 
prayer that God will raise up next gen-
eration leaders. We’re so excited to have 
Mr. Tsuchida as a candidate for JCFN 
staff. I’m eager to serve our God to raise 
Christ’s disciples.

1) That I won’t rely upon my own wis-

dom or experience, but listen to God’s 
voice and faithfully obey it.

2) JCFN will celebrate the 30th anniver-
sary at the end of 2020. Together with 
our board, Sachi Nakamura, we have be-
gun to plan for it. Pray for wisdom.

3) Pray for my husband Mao & I as do 
church planting ministry, that everything 
we do will be God’s will.

Yuko Ozeki
North America Staff

First half of the year went well, yet the 
end of the year was a bit challenging, 
due to the JCFN office relocation, a mi-
nor fire in our home, and restructuring 
at our church. In the midst of all this,  it 

was encouraging that we held the very 
first “C-WIT” (contemplative silent 
prayer retreat) in Southern California 
in March. we hosted “Sharing bless-
ing gathering after WIT” (Leadership 
Camp)  at our new office at the end of 
June. I’ve learned “God is good all the 
time,” and have been encouraged by 
Christian brothers and sisters as they 
never hesitated to offer a helping hand. 
Personally, I’m continuing to focus on 
learning spiritual formation and would 
like to utilize it for JCFN ministry.         

1) For balanced family and ministry life.

2) Daily nurture in the Word and prayer, 
and guidance from the Holy Spirit.

3) Recruitment of young workers for full 
time and associate staff of JCFN.

Yuko’s Blog:  http://blog.goo.ne.jp/ff-
fyuko2

 

“Being a Bridge” Staff Candidate Introduction and Testimony  
Daisuke Tsuchida

In summer of 2015, I came to America 
with my family to study the Bible at CIU 
(Columbia International University) in 
South Carolina, and I first started by study-
ing English. A while after I started study-
ing, I joined Bible studies and events for in-
ternational students and I met a number of 
non-christian Japanese people. These peo-
ple were in the states temporarily for work 
and language school and I occasionally had 
the opportunity to have lunch or dinner with 
them. And unexpectedly, they started asking 
a lot of questions! I was surprised because 
I know the tendency of Japanese people to 
not raise their hands even when asked “are 
there any questions?” As I spent more time 
with them, I was told that they “would not 
even think to ask” about Christianity and 
the gospel had they not come here.

How, then, can they call on the one they 
have not believed in? And how can they 

believe in the one of whom they have not 
heard? And how can they hear without 
someone preaching to them? Romans 10:14

It’s true that many people feel liberated 
when they are away from the environment 
they grew up in, and they become open to 
new things. It can even be an opportunity 
to think about the meaning of life for the 
first time. To them, the time spent with my 
family was no more than an instant. How-
ever, that instant may very well be one that 
changes their lives.

For a long time, I prayed about “minis-
tering as a bridge,” and then I came across 
JCFN. I hear that even if one is part of Chris-
tian fellowship abroad, they sometimes fall 
away when they return to their home coun-
try. JCFN is very much that bridge that fo-
cuses on both foreign countries and Japan. 
It works to cultivate Christians that give 
off the aroma of Christ even after return-

ing home, Christians that are the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world. There is no 
other like it. As a candidate for staff, I look 
forward to serving all the people God will 
put in my life, and I will faithfully carry out 
all necessary preparations for office. Please 
remember my small family in your prayers.

blog.jcfn.org
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Chihiro Okada
Japan Director

This is my 11th year as JCFN staff, fifth 
year as Japan staff, and second year as 
staff while child raising. I hope through 
the way I work, I can be an encourage-
ment for women who’d like to continue 
ministry while raising children. Also by 
bringing my child to returnee events, I’d 
like to encourage other returnees moms 
and dads that they can attend those events 
with their kids. With my family’s support, 
I was able to be fully involved in prepar-
ing and organizing GRC18 in the admin-
istrative section. (Though my daughter 
had pink eye and found out after the con-
ference) My daughter turned 18 months 
in August, and started wanting to do 
everything by herself. Now, we are get-
ting in the season to think and pray about 
how we can reflect the Lord through our 
speech and lifestyle as parents.

1) For God’s wisdom in parenting, so we 
are united as a couple to raise our child.

2) That I’d be able to focus on the Word 
of God and prayer as I’m involved in 
ministry.

3) That we can create good system to 
welcome new staff members.

Chihiro’s Blog:  http://chofu.ch/cbc/
blog/missionary_chihiro/

Maki Goto
Japan Staff

I’m now in my 20th year of working 
with JCFN. I’m very thankful that the 
Lord has been working through this 
ministry as I reflect that 20 years ago the 

word “returnee” wasn’t known by many 
Christians in Japan. Today, I renew my 
mind to continue to work to expand the 
ministry. My children have been pro-
tected well and very blessed by the Lord 
in the past year. After my father passed 
away in September 2017, I realized how 
important his presence was. Now I’m a 
father of three children and learning to 
grow as a father in the Lord day by day 
just like my father.
1) My children’s growth will be continu-
ally blessed by the Lord.
2) That my family will be used as a ves-
sel to share the Lord’s blessings to oth-
ers.
3) The health of my family.

Yoshiki Saeki
North America Associate Staff (OR)

Thank you for your prayers for us 
through the year so that we could walk 
in His grace. We’ve been through full 
season as parents and also in the area of 
work and ministry,  but we could see that 
God is leading our lives with His grace 
and unchanging plan. At local ministry 
highlight, we are starting to be involved 
“Reaching Japanese For Christ” to es-
tablish network among works for Christ 
in Oregon. Since we had been involved 
four years in a local church ministry, 
we’re still learning to trust Him daily. 
1) That Yoshiki can be good influence as 
a servant leader at his workplace. 
2) For spiritual growth of our children 
(Towa 8, Remi 6). God’s wisdom in par-
enting. 
3) For ministry at the local church, may 
God use this ministry to raise disciples 
for Christ.

Megumi Kurata
North America Associate Staff (MI)

We are striving to “do what we can, 
when we can” in our ministry as we 
continue to work and raise three chil-
dren. This year our oldest son entered 
3rd grade, second son started kinder-
garten, and daughter started preschool. 
This past year, my husband and I have 
been prayerfully searching how we are 
called to serve in this stage of our lives. 
As a result, we have slowly stepped back 
from some ministries while other doors 
have opened. As far as events go, Central 
Conference has been the main focus, ad-
ditionally I continue to work with local 
international ministries in a support role. 

1) For protection over our family and 
my health.

2) For us to be able to continue seeking 
God’s will in new ministry opportuni-
ties that are opening up.

3) That I will always seek life full of 
the Lord’s presence.    

 

Nobuyuki Kurisu
North America Assosiate Staff (Youth)

Last year at EC I met youth from Hawaii 
& the West Coast. In June I spent time 
with youth from the East Coast at the East 
Coast Japanese Youth Camp (Higakyan) 
and in September at the East Coast Japa-
nese Church Family Camp. It makes me 
want to pray for the Japanese American 
Youth (JAY) all over America to meet 
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Jesus Christ. Since our church started to 
hold our service on Saturdays from last 
September, it’s allowed me to move free-
ly on Sunday. I visit other churches on the 
East Coast twice a month so I can spend 
time with the youth and let people know 
about the importance of the youth. I pray 
that adults and churches around the youth 
will be changed so that youth can experi-
ence God’s love through His people.

1) For each of the youth to meet Jesus 
Christ and  to be able to know God’s love.

2) For people who love and work for the 
youth to rise up in each region and each 
church.

3) For my family’s needs to be met..

  

Kristine Reddington
North America Assosiate Staff (Leadership)

JCFN has always had a special place in 
my heart and I’m excited to be able to of-
ficially become part of them as associate 
staff. This past year was definitely a busy 
year, including moving, starting a new 
ministry, and continuing to be involved 
with the ministry of JCFN. Through the 
challenges that come with starting a new 
ministry, my limitations have been re-
vealed and things haven’t always been 
easy. However God has been very gra-
cious through it all. In June, 21 of us 
gathered in Southern California for WIT 
and had an amazing time. We had the op-
portunity to have Pastor Tateyama & his 
wife join us from England and that was a 
treat. They shared their wisdom and ex-
perience with us, and their presence was 
such a blessing! For this year, I feel like 
God is inviting me to “have fun” with 
Him, so I’m praying I’ll be able to do that 
in both ministry and in my personal life.

1) Preparation/planning of WIT19.

2) That I’ll be able to “have fun” in min-
istry and in my personal life.

3) That I’ll notice God in the little mo-
ments in life. 

Hiromi Kakehashi
Japan Associate Staff (SG)

We had GRC18 this year, so I tried to 
talk to many returnees in order to in-
vite them. While I was thinking whom 
I should contact, I noticed that so many 
returnees have left the church. I also re-
alized that I have stopped contacting so 
many people. As I reflected on this, I was 
again reminded of the importance of this 
ministry. My weekend schedules have 
been full, as usual, with ministry while 
time slips away. I have been studying 
Biblical Counseling since last year and 
have been involved in related assign-
ments. I will finish the entire course after 
one more class. I’d like to be able to use 
this experience for the care of returnees 
in the future.

1) To be able to have daily devotions 
and grow, despite my busy schedule.

2) For God to give me energy and pro-
tection of my health.

3) For God to give me wisdom on how 
to follow up and encourage returnees. 

Roberta Peabody
Japan Associate Staff (Kanto)

This year was challenging with so many 
changes. I was excited to serve as Eng-
lish SG coordinator alongside a great 
committee at EC17 for the RJC track. 
We had such a spirit of unity and were 
so blessed by the passion for returnees 
that we saw in the RJC track members. 
There were many losses in my personal 

life this year, such as the end of a five 
year English Bible class, and the death 
of my best friend Doreen in America. 
Even with the challenges, I saw the Lord 
give me greater sensitivity to care for 
the returnees around me. Spending in-
creased time in coaching and mentoring 
in the simplest of conversations.

1) Spiritual growth and rich worship as 
I continue to deal with the emotions of 
many difficult things.

2) Continued good health of my 93 
year old Mom in America. She loves 
Japan & Missions.

3) Wisdom how to follow up returnees 
and meet with them in their busy lives.  

Kunitsugu Onishi
Japan Associate Staff (Kansai)

When I reflect on last year, I’d like to 
give thanks to God for ANRK (All Na-
tions Returnees in Kansai). By the grace 
of God the ministry has been hosting 
monthly gatherings for Kansai returnees 
and through the monthly gathering we’re 
now able to see good numbers of regu-
lar members. We’re so glad to see that 
ANRK has become a place of encour-
agement to returnees who are constantly 
swamped by work. At the same time, fig-
uring out God’s calling and His missions 
for returnee Christians in Japan would be 
a precedent task. Thinking forward we 
are praying to see possibilities to expand 
the ministry by creating small groups in 
different prefectures since main gather-
ings are usually held only in Osaka. 

1) That returnee Christian will find 
and be connected to healthy local 
churches in Kansai. 

2) That God will raise leaders to start 
small groups in different prefectures 
in Kansai.

3) That God will give us wisdom and 
passion to lead this ministry.  
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Megumi Takezawa
Japan Associate Staff (PR)

I began serving as associate staff from 
this year. I’ve also been working as min-
istry coordinator at my church. Since I 
had the opportunity to attend a JCFN 
small group, and served at EC & GRC, it 
was natural to become an associate staff 
member. Yet when I look back to when I 
first met JCFN 15 yeas ago in Colorado. 
I’m now on the side of welcoming re-
turnees, and it’s always exciting to wel-
come them. It’s because returnees are a 
blessing and the hope for Japan, as God 
intentionally met them overseas and let 
them experience so many things before 
coming back to Japan. I’d love to share 
the JCFN ministry filled with God’s vi-
sion through the JCFN blog!

1) May the word I share & attitude I have 
be the testimony of Christ.

2) That I will be able to coordinate 
ministy faithfully and respectfully.

3) That I will be able to look up God to-
gether with the people that I encounter 
from now on.

Akashi Nishigata
Japan Associate Staff (Tokyo)

Even though I been involved in the work 
of JCFN since I was a college student 
in America, I’ve been volunteering in 
JCFN events in Japan this last year. I 
started a Men’s Small Group with a few 
people. I also participated in EC17 and 
organized the children’s ministry. I at-
tended GRC18 in May and organized the 
Japan Regional Meeting. I’m thankful to 
God that He is leading me every day, and 
I am also thankful to everyone who is re-
membering me in prayer.

1) For classes that I am taking.

2) For God’s guidance about my future.

3) For ministries at a church. 

 

Erika Mine
Japan Associate Staff (GRC)

The first time I encountered JCFN was when I 
lived in California during my college years. 
Through their leadership, I learned how to 
start a ministry, build a ministry by having a 
set vision, and much more. It’s been more 
than three years since I returned to Japan. This 
year, we held GRC18 in May. I was able to 
serve as the conference director and the plan-
ning that I started since two years ago came to 
life. God has blessed us with overflowing 
grace and I can proudly say that it was no one 
but God who worked. There were many par-
ticipants and many small groups that formed 
after the conference. I’m thrilled to see that 
God has used this conference to start new 
things. This year, I am also involved as a staff 
for the Kanto area ministry called “GiFT,” 
leading an interdenominational youth group, 

leading worship at events, and etc. I’m thank-
ful that God has allowed me to participate in 
His great work. I pray that I will be able to 
continue to connect with new returnees so that 
they will have a easier landing in Japan. 

1) That I may be able to connect with new re-
turnee Christians.

2) That I may be able to take more time with 
the Word of God.

3) I’ve been studying in graduate school to 
study more about worship from two years 
ago. May the study be blessed so that I will 
be equipped as a God-pleased true worshiper. 

 

Ken Ishibashi
Japan Associate Staff (Tokai)

I joined returnee ministry from 2011 and 
I just became associate staff at the end 
of last year. I couldn’t do much work 
of associate staff but luckily I had many 
chances to visit the JCFN Tokyo office 
and got a lot of advice. I needed to visit 
Tokyo for my mission, business and 
to see my family who lives in Tokyo. I 
served the leader of INSPA (Tokai return-
ee ministry) for five years, so I used those 
networks and tried to widen the returnee 
ministry network in the Tokai area. We 
held a returnee camp Retreat Aichi in 
2018, and also the 7th Japan Congress on 
Evangelism will be held in 2023. I hope 
these meetings will be good chance to 
tell more of this ministry to this area.

1) For our family to make Christ central 
in our life as we live in two locations, 
Nagoya & Tokyo.

2) For all the financial needs in family, 
ministry, mission, and business to be met.

3) That I may be able to prioritize and 
administer both mission and business. 

 

If you would 
like to receive 
prayer warrior 
letter through 
LINE, please 

scan the QR code below to 
register (Japanese Only).
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I majored in 
English in college. 
While I abandoned 
hope for studying 
abroad, I still really 

wanted to live abroad and was ready to 
make it happen with my own money.

When I was 24, I got a job in Malaysia 
and my dream of living abroad came true. 
I became good friends with my house-
mate and coworker in Kuala Lumpur. He 
happened to be a Japanese Christian and 
I was led to church through him. He in-
vited me to a Japanese church in Kuala 
Lumpur, where I believed a year and a 
half later, was baptized, and became a 
Christian.

After I had lived in Malaysia for about 
2 years, I got a job in Dubai. There were 

About My Troubles Going to a Church Abroad,
Being Led to a Small Group, and Grace  Shota Inoue

no Japanese churches there so I ended go-
ing to a Filipino church. They were a fer-
vent Baptist church and I stayed there for 
about 3 years. But these 3 years were a 
very difficult time for me. I never thought 
about how good I had it in Japan be-
fore going abroad, and in Dubai, people 
thought and viewed Japan very differ-
ently. The Filipino church used a mix-
ture of Tagalog and English, so I didn’t 
understand the sermons, fellowship, or 
Bible studies at all. I felt very sad and 
frustrated. 

I started to want to go back home more 
and more. I started to miss Japan and the 
Japanese people when I finally made the 
decision to return home. I googled some 
local churches and was led to Oyumino 
Church in Chiba.

Please Sign Up for 
“Supporting Membership” !

The term of this membership is from July to June no matter which month you 
submitted the application. If you are willing to support JCFN ministry with annual 
support offering of $30 (3,000 yen), please take this opportunity and become a sup-
porting member!!

[How to sign up for “Supporting Membership”]

● For those who already have regular membership:

Visit the link (https://www.jcfn.org/db/profpmap.php), log in to your account, check 
your account information, and follow the instructions to send your pledge.

● For those who are not a regular member:

Visit the link (https://www.jcfn.org/db/signup.php), register for the regular member-
ship, and then follow the instructions for regular members above.

In addition to regular service and good 
fellowship on Sunday, there were Bible 
studies and fellowship in this church dur-
ing the week. I prayed that I would grow 
through all of this and during a 2018 
Golden Week retreat put on by JCFN, I 
became friends with a roommate who in-
vited me to a small group (SG) in Marun-
ouchi. This group meets on Wednesdays. 
While there are small groups at my local 
church, it is a great blessing to share, to 
read the Bible, and pray together with my 
brothers and sisters in this small group. I 
am greatly encouraged and supported by 
them when I’m fallen in body and spirit. I 
thank God for giving me this small group. 
I recommend and pray that many others 
would experience the blessings of a small 
group.

Amazon will donate 0.5% 
of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases 
to Japanese Christian Fel-
lowship Network when-
ever you shop on Amazon-
Smile.


