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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and lean not on your own under-
standing; in all your ways submit 

to him, and he will make your paths 
straight.”

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) 

“JCFN ministry is
the most

interesting!,” 

even if I say so myself. But there are 
those of us to whom this is true, as this 
unique ministry has such potential and 
I get excited just thinking about it!

After 25 years of ministry, the path 
of JCFN may be slow in some people’s 
eyes. Also, it might not seem like the 
fruit of this ministry is impacting Japa-
nese society in a positive way, or con-
tributing to the growth of the Christian 
population in Japan. Even so, I’m ex-
cited, it’s because God is showing me 
something new at this 25 year mark. In 

other words, I wouldn’t realize these 
things if JCFN hadn’t been around for 
25 years. 

People generally think JCFN exists 
to connect returnees, especially those 
who become Christians outside of Ja-
pan, to local churches in Japan when 
they return. Of course, it’s important 
for them to get connected to churches 
and this is a byproduct of our ministry.  
However, our purpose isn’t to increase 
church attendance. If all we’re doing is 
referring church information to return-
ees, then, Google can do a better job! 

JCFN’s mission statement is “to 
equip multi-Japanese Christians for 
ministry (world mission).”  JCFN is a 
ministry which serves “returnees” with 
cross-culture experiences, especially 
those who’ve become Christians out-
side of Japan, to listen and obey God’s 
calling for them, to build up commu-
nity of God’s family (church), to raise 
up leaders who can raise disciples of 

Christ, and to continue to transform to 
be more like Christ. This ministry can’t 
be accomplished by JCFN alone. In 
order for returnees to be equipped for 
this, we need partnerships with Japa-
nese and non-Japanese churches in 
Japan and overseas, Japanese and non-
Japanese Christians, international stu-
dent ministries, etc. We need churches 
and believers in Japan and outside of 
Japan. 

However, recently, as we reflect 
upon how we’ve followed up return-
ees all these years, maybe our follow 
up ministries were incomplete. We 
were too quick to release the returnees 
before we established a deep enough 
partnership to follow up with send-
ing church and receiving church. Did 
we do a good enough job of follow 
up so that they are ready for ministry 
together with sending and receiving 
churches?

JCFN uses the statistic that 70-80% 
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of Christian returnees will leave from 
the fellowship of Christians within 2-3 
years if there’s no follow up.  What is 
happening to the remaining 20-30% 
who decide to stay? I’m sure there are 
many reasons, yet, I think we can sum-
marize it as the “Second Surrender.” 
The “First Surrender” occurs when 
they accept the fact that they are a sin-
ner and receive Jesus as the Lord and 
Savior.  However, in order for them 
to continue to walk as a believer, they 
need the “Second Surrender.”  This 
could be any conflict that they find 
themselves in. When they realize their 
path and God’s leading are different, 
they decide to choose God’s way. They 
surrender their own desires and wants 
to trust and accept God’s guidance and 
obey Him. This decision is called the 
“Second Surrender.” This experience 
indeed deepens their relationship with 
the Lord and makes their faith more 
concrete.

Even if you want to, in order to pre-
pare returnees, you can’t manufacture 
these experiences. However, when 
they face these conflicts, you can pre-
pare them to have a trust relationship 
with mentors whom they can honestly 
disclose their difficulties and ask for 
prayer. You can prepare them to have 
a trusting community that would sup-
port them no matter what. Then they 
can overcome the conflicts and experi-
ence the “Second Surrender.” In order 
for all returnees to have access to men-
tors, small groups, and accountability 
partners, JCFN needs to work harder 
to teach such needs and also to recruit 
these people who can walk with them 
in the time of difficulties, before, dur-
ing, and after such conflicts. 

Currently, JCFN is directly follow-
ing up 100-150 returnees, including 
those who move from Japan to over-
seas and some seekers. We minister 
with approximately 700 people each 
year who are involved in WIT Leader-
ship Camp and Equipper Conference 
(EC) in US and BBWIT Leadership 
Camp and Global Returnees Confer-
ence (GRC).  In other words, if JCFN 
ministers to 800 returnees so that all 
of them grow as Christ’s disciples, 
obey God’s calling, and be involved in 
world mission, the result is that their 
families will be saved.  Their church, 

workplace, and community will be 
filled with God’s love.  As a result, 
Japan would be changed. The world 
would be transformed.

That’s why, we need to think of 
practical ways to help returnees, so that 
they can know and obey God’s calling. 
With these goals in mind, we need to 
develop intentional partnerships with 
churches, ministries, and Christians. It 
has been important how we followed 
up returnees. We provided church info, 
connected them with believers in those 
churches, provided time and places 
where the returnees can connect with 
other returnees, and provided leader-
ship training with WIT and BBWIT.  
But now, we need to move forward and 
dig in deeper.

To have the “Second Surrender,” we 
need to strengthen our efforts in pro-

Annual Joint Staff Meeting (LA: 3/16-18/2017 Last annual meeting 
for Machiko, Chihiro was taking her maternity leave)

viding small groups and mentors.  We 
also need to develop ways to help re-
turnees to find God’s callings in their 
life. We need to develop curriculum 
and seek partnership with those al-
ready doing such ministries.

But most of all, we need your help. 
We need your support. We need more 
staff, office staff, part-time staff, and 
associate staff!

Please pray for this ministry so that 
all 800 returnees will continue to obey 
God’s call.  Please pray for our finan-
cial needs.  Pray for more workers. 

God will do this!

Setsu Shimizu
North America Director

May 2 (wed)-5(sat), 2018
Registration Starts soon! http://globalreturnees.org
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JCFN’s goal for 2016 was “Help those 
who have taken root to grow.”  We were 
able to encourage and support the work 
of those in various locations within Japan 
who were on the receiving end for global 
returnees at GRC15 (Global Returnees 
Conference 2015). Also, with our new 
associate staff member based in Kansai, 
we began monthly meeting of ANRK (All 
Nations Returnees Kansai) since May. In 
addition, the bi- monthly meeting of GiFT 
(Growing in Fellowship Tokyo), ReChi-
ba in Chiba every three months, and the 
monthly meeting of Inspire-Union (Short-
ened to ‘Inspa’) in Tokai are continuing 
to go strong.  Although meeting infre-
quently, RIT (Returnees in Tochigi), RIK 
(Returnees in Kanagawa) have continued 
to meet. Though not all regional meetings 
are directly un- der the umbrella of JCFN, 
we continue to network and encourage 
one another, praying that these returnees’ 
ministries continue in each location.

In order to encourage and equip these 
regional leaders, in July 2017, we held 
the second BBWIT (Bridge Builders’ 
Whatever It Takes) leadership camp.  
(The 1st BBWIT took place in 2011.)  
We recruited regional leaders to par-

I think we have had some significant 
changes this year in North America.

First of all, I would like to make a re-
port about Michigan Network. Five years 
ago, JCFN learned that there were several 
local churches reaching out to Japanese 
business families, especially young moth-
ers and their children, by providing Eng-
lish, cooking, parenting, choir and other 
classes. In fact, one of those churches 
had more than 300 ladies come to these 
classes! JCFN was contacted because 
they needed support to follow up with 
those who would return to Japan. Since 
then, we have been working in partner-
ship, seeking different possibilities, and 
developing a network between churches 
in Michigan and Toyota City. Three years 
ago, we had a few pastors from Toyota 
City visit Michigan, and this summer 
we had a 10-member summer short-term 
mission team visit Toyota City. Seven 
churches in Toyota City worked together 
to host returnees reunions and kids Eng-

Report from Japan Chihiro Okada

Report from North America Setsu Shimizu

GRC18 Committee Meeting (Tokyo: 4/29/2017)

lish day camps this summer. This would 
not be possible if it were done by one 
church. There was a report about this 
mission team on the front page of the 
September 3 issue of Christian Shinbun. 
(Christian Newspaper) This was a real 
moment in which JCFN was able to con-
tribute as a networking ministry. The next 
step is to strengthen this partnership and 
to send missionaries to Toyota City, and 
also to support the ministries that have 
begun in Toyota City because of the kids 
English day camp.

 Next, we have WIT leadership camp. 
This summer, we had yet another blessed 
WIT. It has been 11 years and we have 
trained 200 leaders. WIT “graduates” 
serve as the next WIT staff, and they also 
nominate the next WIT participants and 
JCFN invites them. In other words, WIT 
is a ministry where they can experience 
that they are indeed servant leaders no 
matter how inadequate they might feel 
about themselves. Not only do they use 

their newly found talents, but through 
serving they find other talents by lead-
ing. It is indeed a leadership training 
camp not just for participants, but also 
for the WIT staff, who are involved in 
preparation for more than six months. 
This is a very practical way to accom-
plish one of the 4Cs we value, Commis-
sion, by making disciples of Christ. 

As we have informed you, Machiko 
Saito who served as an office staff for 
six years had completed her second term 
and left the ministry. We are so grateful 
to the Lord and to her who had faithful-
ly served with us. Now, missing one of 
our office staff, we are carrying all she 
had done between administration part-
timers and staff. It is our urgent prayer 
that God would send us administration/
office staff. 

As I reflect on this past year and pre-
paring for EC which is just around the 
corner, I am excited about what God 
will do next!  On top of our current 
ministries, we are seeking new minis-
try opportunities to work together with 
international student ministries to sup-

ticipate.  Woodlands Evangelical Free 
Church from Singapore sent a mission 
team to this camp, and we were able to 
learn from them about the importance 
of maintaining vision, as well as receiv-
ing mentoring and coaching.  Being able 
to see the leaders being encouraged, 
we’ve begun praying to continue to have 
BBWIT in the future.

In April, we started planning for Glob-
al Returnees Conference which is sched-
uled for May 2018. We are expectantly 
praying for the encouragement, strength-
ening, and expansion of the work of re-
turnees at GRC18. The conference theme 
is, “DWELL ~The Lord lives with us~.” 
Like the 2015 conference, it will 
be held in Yamanashi prefecture 
on May 2-5, 2018. We pray that 
many will attend.

Regional meetings are not all 
we do to receive and welcome 
returnees.  We wanted to be 
active in welcoming returnees 
back to Japan, so we sent a team 
to the Equipper Conference 
2016 which was held in the U.S.  
Once again, we are planning to 
send a team to EC17.  We look 

forward to creating a natural flow from 
EC in the U.S. to GRC in Japan to follow 
up returnees.

Finally, this past year, we had some 
changes in personnel and office situa-
tion.  I (Chihiro) have modified to work 
part-time since I had my daughter in 
February.   We’ve added two new asso-
ciate staff.  We’ll continue to work as a 
team of two staff, five associate staff, and 
one of office worker.

Prayer Requests

(1) Pray for GRC18’s preparation, and 
for its blessing. 
(2) Pray for the encouragement and 
works of the regional meetings welcom-
ing returnees.
(3) Pray for new staff and regional as-
sociate staff be added.
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To the supporters of JCFN,
With gratitude for your ongoing heartfelt support, I’d like to 

present our annual report.
1. Board Meeting in Chicago
2. Outlook for the future
3. For the Directors and our ministries
4. Board Members 

1. Board Meeting in Chicago
We held our board meetings mostly in the LA area, near our 

office. This time, we gathered in Chicago to enjoy a time of 
fellowship and networking with our supporters from Japanese 
churches, as well as members of Japanese ministries in the Chi-
cago area. Although not everyone was able to attend the meeting 
due to schedule conflicts, we’re grateful that our meeting took 
place in Chicago. We thank each of you who participated in our 
meeting.
2. Outlook for the future

Last year, we adopted a common theme of “Go further, Go 
deeper, Go wider” with an emphasis “To nurture ones who are 
rooted in their faith” in Japan and “To nurture ones who are re-
turning to Japan” in North America. We aim for furthering evan-
gelism, offering adequate assistance to those preparing to return 
to Japan, nurturing them, and developing leaders.

Our follow-up contacts haven’t shown much difference in num-
bers in recent years. In order to increase our follow-up contacts, 
it is crucial to cooperate with regional gatherings and churches 
where there people getting ready to return to Japan. Also, it’s our 
concern to nurture leaders who are able to follow up returnees  
after their graduation. Please keep these in your prayers.

In North America, we’ll have ec (Equippers Conference) in 
December. In Japan, GRC (Global Returnees Conference) is 
scheduled during Golden Week in 2018. Using these conferences 
to our advantage, we hope increase follow-up opportunities, nur-
ture leadership, develop good relationships with regional meet-
ings and churches.

As part of our recruitment plan to identify and call future staff 
workers and board members, we are examining possibilities 
to hire interns or support teacher/minister (official appellation 
TBD), who don’t require a work visa.
3. Please consider your support to hire additional staff to 
expand our ministry. 

Machiko Saito, who served many years as North America of-
fice staff, has stepped down after completing her term. Chihiro 
Okada, our Japan Director, is working part-time for a limited 
period after having her first child.  With our type of ministry, our 
target groups vary widely and our ministry is covering global 
regions.  Therefore, we’re always in need of new staff.

On the financial side, we introduced a supporting member 
system. Please refer to our website and other materials and con-
sider joining us. We will be grateful if you also consider finan-
cial support for the staff workers at each regional gathering.

We are delighted to report that a church in Singapore has of-
fered to financially support the work of our staff. Please con-
tinue to pray for our financial stability and for the recruitment 
of staff.
4. Board of Trustees
Chairman:
Hiroaki Yonai (Kokubunji Baptist Church, Pastor, Japan)

Board:
Douglas Whittet (OMF International, Missionary, North America)
Hidenori Takahashi (Tachikawa Evangelical Free Church, Pastor, Japan)
Sachi Nakamura (Ph.D.in Psychology, Translator, North America)
Manabu Nishikori (Japanese Christian Church of New Jersey, Pastor, North 
America)
Ryuichi Yamazaki (Ochanomizu Christian Center Board Member, Japan)
Rick Chuman (JEMS Director, North America)

Auditor: 
Eliya Onoe (Ohara Graduate School of Accounting, Professor, Japan)

Manager: 
Yosuke Mikami (Yamaha Canada Music, Former President, North America)

2017 JCFN Board Meeting Report Hiroaki Yonai, JCFN Board Chairman

port and empower Christian exchange 
students from Japan. We are also excited 
about the development of youth minis-
tries as well.
Prayer Requests
(1) Please pray for development of fol-
low up ministry.  We want to reevalu-
ate what we can do to prepare returnees 
prior to their return to Japan.  Pray for 
God’s wisdom so that we can minister to 
returnees deeper and better.

(2) Please pray for workers 
who can carry out ministries 
together.  Pray for more staff 
to join our team, especially an 
office staff,
(3) Please pray for God’s 
guidance and blessings on 
Michigan Network and Youth 
Ministries that are recently de-
veloping.

Michigan Short Term Mission Team

Fellowship together with 
Chicago Japanese ministries 

at JCFN board meeting.
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JCFN Staff Update
Each staff update is constructed as follows.  Name . Title . Update . Prayer Requests

Setsu Shimizu

North America Director

I can’t believe it!  Half of my life, 
I have served as a JCFN staff. At the 
end of this year, my 25th year with 
JCFN begins.  This past summer, I was 
greatly challenged by God at BBWIT 
in Japan.  I was challenged to stop and 
review JCFN ministry so that it could 
continue to move forward. Also, there 
is a big transition coming up for us as a 
couple.  My husband, Mao, is respond-
ing to God’s calling to plant a church.  
Currently, we are still in a prayful plan-
ning state, but it is our prayer that we 
will start worship service sometime 
next year.  Remainder of this year will 
be used for its preparation.  I am excited 
for this special 25th year because God 
is going to teach us to pray, stop, trust, 
and move forward.
1) Please pray that this 25th year will 
be the year of rededication.  As I reflect 
on JCFN ministry, may God help me to 
listen to His voice and obey it.
2) Please pray that we will trust and ex-
pect God to work as we plant a church.  
Pray that we will be faithful in serving 
God.

Yuko Ozeki

North America Staff

As my younger daughter became a 1st 
grader, I have more time to dedicate to 
JCFN and I’m thankful for that. Yet, 
since the of ce staff resigned in May, I 
took over most of her work, such as fi-
nances and administration, I’m getting 
busier.   Also, the English Cafe min-
istry with a local church is growing. I 
feel it’s important for me to exercise to 
maintain my physical strength as well 
as mental and spiritual strength. As for 
a new ministry, we are planning on a 
retreat focusing on spiritual formation. 
I personally feel this meets my needs, 
too.  I pray so that I’ll be transformed 
more like Christ and to become a true 
worshipper.         
1) For a good balance of family and 
ministry life.
2) To be daily nurtured by the Word 
and prayer, and led by the Holy Spirit. 
3) For recruiting young workers for 
full time and associate staff of JCFN.
Yuko’s Blog:  http://blog.goo.ne.jp/
fffyuko2
 

Chihiro Okada

Japan Director, Staff Coordinator

We had a baby girl in February this 
year. After 2.5 months of maternity 
leave, I returned to the ministry in 
May. Through parenting, I’m daily 
experiencing the importance of rely-
ing on God in any circumstance. I was 
working part-time from home; howev-
er, I have begun commuting to the Ja-
pan office in Ochanomizu from Octo-
ber, since my daughter started going to 
nursery school from September. I was 
reminded of that God’s timing controls 
our planning throughout this process. 
Watching at my daughter increasingly 
learn new things each day, I too am 
learning and would like to walk with 
genuine faith by receiving all God’s 
goodness. We as a NEW Okada family 
are praying everyday to serve God in 
our own uniqueness.
1) For parenting with love and wis-
dom.
2) May God be glorified through home, 
church and ministry.
3) To be able to focus on God’s word 
and prayers everyday.
Chihiro’s Blog:  http://chofu.ch/cbc/
blog/missionary_chihiro/

Maki Goto

Japan Staff

Twenty-six years have passed since 
JCFN was established, almost 20 years 
since the first ec, and 18 years since I 
began my walk as JCFN staff. Some-
times I feel that time passed idly and 
was just wasted. However, when I look 

2017.12.27-2018.1.1
Register Now! http://equipper.org
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back I can say confidently that the 
Lord is at work.  Day by day, I see my 
kids grow rapidly and become bigger 
and more powerful.  In comparison, I 
become older and less powerful day by 
day. Even so, I’m content to see my-
self trying to keep up with them and 
holding on with a fighting spirit. I’m 
grateful for the Lord’s protection and 
blessing upon the ministry, as well as 
my family throughout the past year.
1) Pray for continual protection and 
blessing on my family.
2) Pray for my health so I can continue 
to be in ministry.
3) Pray that God will keep changing 
and molding me as a vessel to be used 
for ministry.

Yoshiki Saeki

North America Associate Staff (OR)

Thank you for your prayers for us 
through the year so that we could walk 
in His grace. We’ve been through full 
season  as parents and also in the area 
of work and ministry. Since we had 
been involved four years in a local 
church ministry, we’re still learning 
to trust Him daily. This past year, we 
thanked God for giving us opportuni-
ties to serve those who would return 
to Japan soon.  We were also thankful 
to God for sending us in this ministry. 
1) Please pray that Yoshiki can be 
good influencer as a servant leader at 
work place.
2) For our children (Towa 7, Remi 5) 
spiritual growth. For God’s wisdom 
for parenting.
3) For ministry at local church, may 
God send more workers and we can 
serve by His wisdom and direction.

Megumi Kurata

North America Associate Staff (MI)

This year we continued our work to 
cultivate networking and community 
growth among Japanese Christians 
in the area, and also worked in coop-
eration with local ministries. The net-
work is growing and we are also en-
couraed by the steadfast enthusiasm 
of local churches to reach Japanese 
population in the area. We sense the 
hand of God and are excited to see 
what He has in store for the Midwest. 
Our prayer as a family is that we will 
be obedient to His purpose and be 
able to witness His plan in His timing 
and in His way. 
1) To actively seek to be filled by 
God. 
2) For all our ministry and activities 
to be done in response to God’s love. 
3) For wisdom, peace, and patience 
in all area of our lives.   
 

Nobuyuki Kurisu

North America Assosiate Staff (Youth)

Thank you for accepting and praying 
for my role as a youth worker since 
last fall. God has increased the bur-
den,  love I have for youth work. Be-
cause of the situation in the church I 
serve at, I wasn’t able to start youth 
work as soon as I hoped, but I’m 
slowly spreading the word about the 
importance of youth work and of 
making their “place to be”. This June 
at Higakyan (East Coast Japanese 
Youth Camp), we had 28 campers 
including those from Toronto and To-

kyo, we also had wonderful leaders, 
and reconfirmed that our “ultimate 
place to be is Jesus Christ.” I’ve com-
mitted myself to continue to walk 
alongside “next generation youth.” 
I’m thankful for you, my co-workers 
in the Lord, my wife who supports 
and encourages me from behind the 
scenes, and my daughters who edu-
cate me of  true feelings, culture, and 
trends of today’s youth.
1) That we may be able to start youth 
meetings regularly in different areas 
in the east coast.
2) That youths’ “place to be” may be 
born and that people who would walk 
with youths may be provided.
3) That my family’s spiritual, emo-
tional, and physical needs may be 
filled.
 

Hiromi Kakehashi

Japan Associate Staff (SG)

This year, I’ve been busy with meet-
ings for GiFT, ec, GRC.  I rarely had 
free time during weekends because 
of church and JCFN events. It was 
an encouraging and fulfilling year 
for me through these events.  I began 
a 2 year Biblical counseling course 
and that motivates me to read Bible 
regularly and grow spiritually.  To 
see people transformed and revital-
ized through Biblical counseling 
prompts me to study enthusiastically. 
I look forward to how God will use 
me through this course.
1) To be able to have devotions daily 
and grow, despite my busy schedule.
2) For God to give me energy and 
protection of my health.
3) For God to give me wisdom on 
how to follow up and encourage re-
turnees. 
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Erika Mine

Japan Associate Staff (GRC)

I first heard about JCFN when I at-
tended university in California. Since 
then, I’ve had the privilege to volun-
teer for JCFN, learn how to do minis-
try and see the type of leaders Christ 
looks for. It’s been two years since I 
returned to Japan. Right now, I’m the 
leader of the ministry in Tokyo called 
GiFT, director of GRC18, Bible study 
leader and many more things that I do 
personally. I’m so thankful that God 
has given me these ministries to work 
for Him. I pray that God will give me 
more opportunities to get connected 
with the new returnee Christians.
1) To be able to get more connected 
with the new returnees.
2) To be able to listen to God’s voice 
as I lead ministries.
3) I have started graduate school in 
worship studies. Pray that God will 
bless my studies and that I’ll be able 
to grow more to become a worship-
per of spirit and truth. 

Roberta Peabody

Japan Associate Staff (Kanto)

Last year I was able to encourage 
workers ministering to Japanese in 
the U.S. as they visited Japan to catch 
up with their former students. I made 
a Facebook page to pass along events 
that they might be able to introduce 
their former students to. Continuing 
to look for creative ways to meet and 
spend time with returnees through 
my local church.
1) Creative ideas for meeting return-
ees and the continuing connections 
with the Returnee housewives in Ko-
daira area.
2) Using my local church for effec-
tive follow up of returnees.
3) One on one mentoring of Japanese 
returnee women.  

Kunitsugu Onishi

Japan Associate Staff (Kansai)

We returned to Japan at the end of 
September last year. While we stayed 
in Osaka for a month, we were adjust-
ing and getting ready for next step of 
our lives in Japan. In the same month, 
ANRK (All Nations Returnees in Kan-
sai) was hosting an event which we 
were able to attend. As a returnee, I 
found peace and comfort in the simi-
lar culture that ANRK has with other-
JCFN events. In October, we moved to 
Nishinomiya, Hyogo as the new loca-
tion for ministry, where there is anoth-
er returnee family. One praise report is 

that we’re able to host ANRK events 
monthly since May, and slowly it has 
been recognized. It’s not been easy to 
connect returnees with local churches 
or bilingual Bible studies. There are a 
few reasons; the lack of cooperating 
churches, the inablity to reach the large 
area of Kansai, the lack of understand-
ing current situation of Kansai return-
ees and other reasons as well.  Pres-
ently, we will continue to host monthly 
ANRK events, and we’d like to start a 
few small groups in addition to the one 
that meets monthly in Osaka.
1) The health of our family
2) May God solidify our family as 
a family who lives in the Kingdom 
of God as we are getting used to the 
lives in Japan.
3) May God use our family to be 
part of the ministry of multiplying 
discipleship and he send grant us 
wisdom and people who are avail-
able for the ministry. 
 

Akashi Nishigata

Japan Associate Staff

I became JCFN associate staff in 
June. When I was in America from 
2013 to 2017, I got to know JCFN. 
The reason why I knew JCFN was 
because of EC13. At ec, I spoke with 
JCFN staff, and had many opportu-
nities to work with them even after 
ec. Besides ec, I attended CC (Cen-
tral Conference) and C-WIT, and last 
year I attended the JCFN 25th Cel-
ebration Conference in Hawaii. Al-
though I was born in Christian home 
and became a Christian in Japan, I 
have a passion to encourage Japanese 
Christian returnees because I’ve met 
many Japanese Christians in Amer-
ica. I’d really appreciate it if you 
would remember me in your prayers.
1) For work in JCFN.
2) For graduate classes that I am tak-
ing.
3) For using time wisely. 
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I studied in Long Beach, Cali-
fornia in my sophomore year. At 
the beginning, I was lonely. I was 
new there and I didn’t know any-
body. I felt nobody needed me 

and nobody cared about me.  Then I met Christians. As 
I attended the events and the ministry, I got interested 
in knowing who God is and who Jesus is. I wanted to 
know if God in the Bible is the one that I was seeking 
for. I started to pray. When I read the Gospel of John, 
I got excited because I felt that I was communicating 
with God through the Bible.  Jesus talked directly to my 
heart. The doubt disappeared and I understood who God 
is. I decided to believe in Jesus.

   I was worried about going home, since I had no 
idea how to live as a Christian in Japan. However, God 

Shower of blessings from the Lord Mai Nakano

Returnee’s Testimony
prepared everything for me. Through the ministry that I 
was involved in Long Beach, I was able to get connected 
with Christians who live in my hometown, Osaka, while 
I was in the U.S, and they introduced me to a church in 
Japan. Since I didn’t know any Christians before com-
ing to the U.S., to know fellow believers in Osaka was 
a great comfort. I was able to attend a regional meet-
ing sponsored by ANRK in Japan. There I met many 
returnees from the U.S. and enjoyed the fellowship. God 
poured His blessings into me in Japan. Soon, I wanted 
to share His blessings with other returnees. Now I serve 
as a member of ANRK and support and encourage many 
returnees.

 It has been challenging to live in Japan as a returnee, 
however, each challenge allows me to experience more 
of God’s love and His mercy.  I am very grateful.

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Japanese 
Christian Fellowship Network whenever you 
shop on AmazonSmile.

Please Sign Up for 
“Supporting Membership” !

The term of this membership is from July to June no 
matter which month you submitted the application. If 
you are willing to support JCFN ministry with annual 
support offering of $30 (3,000 yen), please take this 
opportunity and become a supporting member!!
[How to sign up for “Supporting Membership”]
● For those who already have regular membership:
Visit the link (https://www.jcfn.org/db/profpmap.php), 
log in to your account, check your account informa-
tion, and follow the instructions to send your pledge.
● For those who are not a regular member:

Visit the link (https://www.jcfn.org/db/signup.php), 
register for the regular membership, and then follow 
the instructions for regular members above.


